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LETTER L. 

DEAR 8IA, Frankfort* 

■Since my return from Darmftadt, the 
'weather has been fo very bad, that I have 
paffed the time moftly at home. That I 
'may obey your it^tin6lions to write re- 
gularly at the ilated periods, I Will fend 
you the fubllance of a conveilation I had 
within thefe few days with a foreigner, a 
man of letters, with w'hom I am in a 
conAdcrable degree of intimacy. 
yoL. II, A 
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This gentleman has never been in Eng- 
land, but he fpeaks the language a little, 
underftands it very well, and has ftudied 
many of our bed Authors. He faid, 
that he had found in fome Englilh books, 
a folidity of reafoning, and a ftrength of 
expreflfion, fuperior to any thing he had 
met with elfewhere ; — r that the ]£nglifh 
hiftory furnifhed examples of patriotifm 
. and zeal for civil liberty, equal to what 
was recorded in the Greek or Roman 
^ dory ; — that Englifli poetry difplayed a 
fublimity of thought, and a knowledge of 
the human heart, which no writings, an- 
cient or modern, could furpafs ; and in 
philofophy it was pretty generally allowed, 
that the Englidi nation had no rival. — He 
then mentioned the improvements made by 
.Engliflimen in medicine and other art?, 
their fuperiority in, navigation, commerce, 
and manufactures ; and even hinted fome- 
thing in praife of a few Engli^ datesmeq. 
He concluded his panegyric by faying, 
that thefe confiderations had given him t|i.e 
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higheft idea of the Englifli nation, and had 
led him to cultivate the acquaintance of 
many Engliflimen whom he had occafion>- 
ally met on their travels. But he frankly 
acknowledged, that his connection with 
thefe had nof contributed to fupport the 
idea he had formed of their nation. 

As I had heard fentiments of the fame 
kind inhnuated by others, I replied at fomc 
length, obferving, that if he had lived in 
the moft brilliant period of Roman gran- 
deur, and had accidentally met vvith a fevir 
Romans in Greece' or Alia, and had formed 
his opinion of that illuftrious commons- 
wealth from the condu^ and converfation ( 
of thefe travellers, his ideas would, in all 
probability; have been very different from 
thpfe which the writings of Livy, Caefar, 
Cicero, and Virgil, had given him of the 
Roman people : — that the manners and 
behaviour of the Few Englifli he might 
have met abroad, fo far from giving him a 
juft view of the character of the whole 
nation, very poflibly had led him to falfe 
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conclufions with regard to the character of 
thofe very individuals. For that I myfelf 
diad known rtiany young Englishmen, who, 
after having led a diihpated, iniignihcant 
kind of life while on their travels, and 
while the natural obje6ts of their ambition 
were at a dillance, had changed their con- 
du<Sl entirely upon their return, applied to. 
buflnefs as eagerly as they had formerly 
launched into extravagance, and had at 
length become very ufeful members of the 
community. 

But, continued I, throwing this con- 
fideration out of the qudflion, the real 
charaiSter of a people c^n only be difeovered 
by living among them on a familiar footing, 
and for a confiderable lime. This is ne- 
ceflary before we can form a juft idea of 
any nation ; but perhaps mOre fo with' 
refpedb to the Englilh, -than any other : for 
in no nation are the education, fentimentsb 
and purfuits of thofe who travel, fo differr 
ent from thofe of the people who reidaiil 
it hom^ 
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The firft clafs is compofed of a few in-k 
valids, a great many young men raw from 
the univerfity, anJ fome idle njen of for- 
tune, void of ambition, and incapable of 
application, who, cvery^s^ now and then» 
faunter through Europe, becaufe they 
know not how to employ their time at 
home. 

The fecond clafs is made up of younget 
brothers, who are bred to the army, navy, 
the law, and other profeffions; — all who 
follow commerce, are employed in manu- 
fa(5tures, or farming ; — and, in one word, 
alt who, not being born to independent 
fortunes, endeavour to renaedy that incon- 
venicncy by induftry, and tlie cultivation 
of their talents. 

England is the only country in Europe 
whofe inhabitants never leave it in fearcb 
of fortune. There are, moderately fpeafc* 
ing, twenty Frenchmen in London for 
every Englifhman at Paris. By far the 
greater part of thof« Frenchmen travel to 
get money, and almoft all the Englifh to 
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fpend it. But we fhould certainly be-leci 
into great errors, by forming an idea of 
the character of the French nation from 
that of the French fiddlers, dancing,-maf- 
ters, dentifts, arii^ valet-de-chambres to be 
met with in England, or other p^rta of 
Europe. 

The gentleman acknowledged, that it 
would be unfair to decide on the French 
charadler from that of their hddlers and 
dancing- mafters ; but added, that he did 
not perceive that the Englifh could reafon<- 
ably complain, fhould foreigners form, an 
opinion of their national characSter from the 
men of fortune, rank, and the mod liberal 
education, of their ifland. 

I anfwered, they certainly would; becaufc 
young men of high rank and great fortune 
.carry a fet of ideas along with them from 
their infancy, which very, often difappoint 

the purpofes of the bed education. Let 

a child of high rank be brought up with all 
the care and attention the mod judicious 
parents and maders can give — let, him be 
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(oH, that perfonal qualities alone can make 
him truly refpec^able; — that the fortuitous 
circumftances of births and fortune afford no 
juft foundation for efteem ; — ^that knowledge 
and virtue are the true fources of honour 
and happinefs ; — that idlenefs produces vice 
and mifery ; — that without application he 
cannot acquire knowledge — and that 
without knowledge he will dwindle into 
infignificance, in fpite of rank and for- 
tune : ‘Let thefe things be inculcated 

with all the power of perfuafwn ; let them 
be illuftrated by example, and inftnuated by 
ftble and allegory ; — yet, do we not daily 
fee the cffedl of all this counteratfted by the 
inGnuations of fervants and bafe fycophants, 
who give an importance to far different qua- 
lities, and preach a much more agreeable 
dodfrine? 

They make eternal allufions in all their 
difcourfe and behaviour to the great eftatc 
the young fpark is one day to have, and the 
great man he muft be, independent of any 
effort of his own. They plainly infinuate, if 



ih rizw or SOCIETY anb 

they do not dire£Uy fay it, that ftudy and 
application, tho' proper enbPgh for hofpital 
hoys, is unnecelTary, or perhaps unbecortning, 
a man of faihioii^ They talk with ’rapture 
of the hounds, hunters, and race-horfes of 
one great man; of the rich liveries and 
brilliant equipage of another ; and extol,, 
above all others, thofe who polTefs that hrd 
of virtues, liberality to their fervants. They 
tell their young mafter, that his rank and 
eftate entitle him to have finer hounds, 
horfes,- liveries, and equipage than either, 

■ and to be more liberal to his fervants f and 
confequently a greater man in every refpedl. 
This kind of poifon, being often poured 
upon the young fproutsof fortune and qua<> 
]ity, gradually blads the vigour of the 
plants, and renders all care and cultivation 
inefferdual. 

If we fuppofe that domedics of another 
charafler could be placed about a boy of 
high rank, and every meafure taken to 
infpire him with other fentiments ;• he 
cannot fill abroad, he cannot go into com- 
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pany, without perceiving his own importance, 
and the attention that is paid to him. His 
childirti pranks are called fpirited ad^ions; 
His pert fpeeches are converted into bon 
^mots ; and when reproved or puniflied by 
his parent or mafter, ten to one but fome 
obfequious intermeddler will tell him that he 
has fuffered great injul^ice. 

The youth, improving all this to the 
purpofes of indolence and vanity, arrives at 
length at the comfortable perfuadon, that 
ftudy or application of any kind would in" 
him be fuperfluous that he ought only 
to feek amufement, for, at the blelTed age 
of twenty-one, di(lin<£tion, deference, ad- 
miration, and all other good things, will be 
added unto him. 

A young man, on the other hand, who 
is born to no fuch expeftations, has no fy- 
cophants around him to pervert his under- 
(landing ; — when he behaves improperly, 
he indantly fees the marks of difapprobation 
on every countenance : — he daily meets 
with people who Jnform him of hi* faults 

A * 
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without ceremony or circumlocution. — He 
perceives that nobody cares for his bad hu- 
mour or caprice, and very naturally con- 
cludes that he had bed correct his temper. 
— He finds that he is apt to be negledled in 
company, and that the only, remedy for this^ 
inconveniency will be the rendering himfelf 
agreeable. — He love? affluence, diftindtion, 
and admiration, as well as the rich and 
great; but becomes fully. convinced that he 
can never obtain. even the fhadow of them, 
otherwife than by ufeful and ornamental 
acquirements. The truth of thofc precepts, 
which is proved, by. rhetoric and fyllogifin 
to the boy of fortune, is- experimenlally felt 
by him who has no fortune ; and the dif- 
ference which this makes is infinite. 

So that the fon of a gentleman of mo- 
derate fortune has a probability, of knowing 
more of. the world, at the age of fixteen, and 
of having a jufter notion of peoples fentk- 
ments of him, than a youth, of very high 
r^mkat a much more^ advanced age; for it 
is very difficult for any , pexfqn to., find, out 

V. 
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that he is defpifed while he contintaes to be 
flattered. 

So far, therefore, from being furprifed 
that diffipation, weaknefs, and ignorance, 
are fo prevalent among thofe who are born 
to great fortunes and high rank, we. ought 
to be aftonifhed to fee fo great a number of 
men of virtue, diligence, and genius, among 
them as there is. And if the number be 
proportionably ' greater in England than in 
any other country, which I believe is the 
cafe, this muft proceed from the impartial 
difcipline of our public fchools, and the 
equitable treatment which boys of the 
greateft rank receive from their comrades. . 
-Sometimes the natural, manly fentiments 
they acquire from their fchool companions, 
ferve as an antidote againft the childifti, 
fophiftical notions with which weak or 
defigning men endeavour to infpire them in 
after-life. . • • ... 

.The nature of the Britiih .conflitution 
contributes alfo to form a greater number of 
, men of talents among the wealthy and the 
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great, than are to be found in other couit- 
tries ; becaufe it opens a wider field for am> 
bition than in any other government and 
ambition excites thofe exertions which pro- 
duce talents. 

But, continued I, you mud acknowledge 
tliat it would be improper to form a judgment 
of the Englifh genius, by famples taken 
from men- who have greater temptations to 
indolence, and fewer fpurs to application, 
than others. 

My difputant dill conteded the point, and 
aflerted, that high birth gave a native dig- 
nity and elevation to the mind ; — that dif- 
•tindlions and honours were ■ originally in- 
troduced into families by eminent abilities 
and great virtues ; — that when a man of il- 
Judrious birth came into a company, or 
even when his name was mentioned, this 
naturally raifed a recolle^ioii of the great 
at^ions and diining qualities of the eminent * 
perfon who had fird acquired thofe ho- 
nours ; — that a eonfcioufnefs of this mud 
natarally dimalate the prefent po^dbr to 
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imitate the virtues of his anceftors that 
his degenerating would fubje<^ him to the 
, ' higheft degree of cenfure, as the world 
could not, without indignation, behold in> 
dolence and vice adorned with the rewards 
of adivity and virtue. 

I might have difputed this aflertion, that 
honours and titles are always the rewards of 
virtue ; and could have produced abund- 
ance of inflanoes of the oppohte propor- 
tion. But 1 allowed that they often were fo, 
and that hereditary honours in a family al- 
ways ought to have, and fometimes hai, 
the eiFei^ which he fuppofed : but thefc 
conceffions being made in their fulled ex- 
• tent, ftill he would do injuftice to the Eng- 
lifli, by forming a judgment of their na- 
tional charaAer, from what he had obferyed 
of the temper, manners, and geniu) of 
thofe Englilhmen with whotii he had been * 
acquainted in foreign countries ; becaufe 

three-fourths of them were, in all proba- 

0 

bility, men of fortune, without having fa- 
high Imth to boad of } ib that they 

s 
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had the greateft inducements to indolence^ 
without poflefling the motives to virtuous 
exertions, which influence people of high 
rank. — For, though it rarely happened in 
jother countries, it was very common in 
England for men of all the various profeC- 
flons and trades to accumulate very great 
fortunes, which, at their death, falling to 
their fons, thefe young men, without hav- 
ing had a fuitable education, immediately 
fet up for gentlemen, and run over Europe 
in the charatSlers of Milords Anglois, game, 
pbrehafe pitSfures, mutilated flatues, and 
miftrefles, to the aftonifliment of all behold*- 
ers : and, confeious of the blot in their 
efcutcheon, they think it is incumbent on 
them to wa(h it out, and make up for the 
impurity of their blood, by plunging deeper 
into the ocean of extravagance than is ne*- 
ceflary for a man of hereditary faftiion. 

Here our converflition ended, and the 
gentleman promifed that he would abide by 
the idea he had formed of the Englifti na*- 
tion, from the works of Milton, 
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and Newton, and the cliaraflers of Raleigli,. 
Hambder), and. Sidney. . 

» \ 

% . 

/- - 


LETTER LI. 

Frankfort. 

A.MONG the remarkable things in Frank- 
fiart the inns*may be re<^koned. Two in> 
'particular, the Emperor and the Red 
Houfe, for cleanlinefs, conveniency, and' 
number of apartments, are fuperior to 
.any I ever^faw on the continent, and vie 
with our mod magnificent inns in E^pg- 
land. *, 

• At thefe, as at all other inns in Germany 
and Switzerland, there is an ordinary, at 
which the ftrangers^ may .dine and fup. This, 
is called the Table d’Hdte, from the cir- 
curaftance of the landlord’s fitting at. the 
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bottom of the table, and carving the vicSluals. 
The fame name for an ordinary is dill re- 
tained in France, tho* the landlord does not 
fit at the table, which was the cafe formerly 
in that country, and dill is the cudom in 
Germany. 

There are no private lodgings to be had 
here, as in London, nor any hotels garnis, as 
in Paris. Strangers therefore retain apart- 
ments at the inn, during the whole time of 
their refidence in any of the towns. And 
travellers of every denomination in this 
country, under the rank of fovereign prin- 
ces, make no fcruple of eating occafionally 
at the Table d’flote of the inn where they 
lodge, which cudom is univerfally followed 
i>y drangers from every country on the 
continent of Europe. 

Many of our countrymen, however, whq 
defpife oeconomy, and hate the company of 
drangers, prefer eating in their own apart- 
ments to the Table d’Hote, or any private 
table to which they may be invited. 

It would be arrogance in any body to dif* 
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pule the right which every free-born Eng- 
liihman has to follow his own inclination 
in this particular : yet when people wifh to 
avoid the company of flrangers, it ftrikes 
me, that they might indulge their fancy as 
completely at home as abroad ; and while 
they continue in that humour, I cannot 
help thinking that they might fave them* 
felves the incoiiveniency and expence of 
travelling. 

The manners and genius of nations, it is 

* 

true, are not to be learnt at inns ; nor is 

« 

the mod feletSt company to be found at pub- 
lic ordinaries ; yet a perfon of obfervation» 
and who is fond of the ftudy of charad\er, 
will foraetimes hnd indrudtion and enter- 
tainment at both. He there fees the inha- ‘ 
bitants of the country on a Icfe ceremonious 
footing than he can elfewhere, and hears 
the remarks of travellers of every degree. 

The firft care of a traveller certainly 
fhouldbe. to form an acquaintance and forae 
degree of intimacy with the principal people 
in every place where' he intends to re- 
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fide ; — to accept invitations to their family 
parties, and attend their focieties ; — " to en- 
tertain them at his apartments, when that 
can be conveniently done, and endeavour to 
acquire a juft notion of their government, 
cuftoms, fentiments, and manner of living. 
— Thofe who are fond of the ftudy of man; 
which, with all due deference to the philo- 
fophera who prefer that of beafts, birds, 
and butterflies, is not unnatural philofophy, 
■will mix occafionally with all degrees of 
people, and, when not otherwife engaged^ 
will not feruple to take a feat at tlie Table 
d’Hote. 

It is faid that lowf people are fometimes 
to be found at thefe ordinaries. This to be 
fure is a weighty objedlion , but then it 
ftiould be remembered, that it is within the 
bounds of poflibility that men, even engaged 
in commerce, -may have liberal minds, and 
may be able to give as diftin<5l accounts of 
what is worthy of obfervation, as if they 
had been as idle as people of the higheft 
folhion through the whole of their lives. 
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A roan muft have a very turgid idea of his 
own grandeur, if he cannot fubmit, in a 
foreign country, to dine at table with a perfon 
of inferior rank ; efpeciaily as he will meet, 
at the fame time, with others of equal, or 
fupcrior rank to himfelf : for all etiquette of 
this nature is waved even in Germany at the 
Tables d’Hotes, 

A knowledge of the chararSfers of men, 
as they appear varied in different lituations 
and countries — the rtudy of human nature 
indeed in all its forms and modifications, is 
highly ihterefting to the- mind, and worthy , 
the attention of the greateft man. This i« 
not to be perfectly attained in courts and 
palaces. The inveftigator of nature muft 
vifit her in humbler life, and put himfelf 
on a level with the men whom he wifhes to * 
know. 

It is generally found, that thoCb who po£- 
fcfs real greatnefs of mind, never hefitate to 
overleap the obftacles, and defpife the forms, 
which may ftaiid in the way of their acqui- 
ring this uCeful knowledge.,. 
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The moft powejful of all arguments 

againft entirely declining to appear at the 

public table of the inn, is, that in this coun>^ 

try it is cuftomary for the ladies themfelves, 

when on a journey, to cat there; and my 

partiality for the Table d’Hote may poffibly 

be owing in fome degree to my having met, 

at one of them, with two of the handfomeft 

women that I have feen hnce 1 have been 

* 

in this country, which abounds in female 
- beauty. 

There is more expreffion in the counte- 
nances of French women ; but the laches in 
Germany have the advantage in the fairnefs 
of their (kin, and the bloom of their com- 
plexion. They have a greater refemblance 
to Englifh women than to French ; yet they 
differ confiderably from them both. — do 
not know how to give an idea of the various 
Aiades of expreffion, which, if I miftake not, 
I can diftinguifh in the features of the fex in 
ihcfe three countries. ' 

A handfome French woman, befides the 
cafe of her manner, has commonly a look 
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of clieerfulnefs and great vivacity. — She 
appears willing to be acquainted with you* 
- and feems to expert that you fliould ad- 
drefs her. * 

The manner of an EngUfli wonaan is not 
fo devoid of reftraint ; and a ftranger* efpe- 
ciaily if he«l)e a foreigner, may obferve a 
look wliich borders on difdain ia her coun- 
tenance. Even among the lovelieft feature 
fomething of a fulky air often appears. 
While their beaaty allures, this in fome de- 
gree checks that freedom of addrels which 
you might ufe to the French woman, and 
interefts your vanity more, by giving the 
idea of the drfBcuUies you have to conquer. 

A German beauty, without the fmart 
air of the one, or the referve of the other, 
has * generally a more placid lood; than 
either. 
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tt 

Frankfort. 

Several individuals Eere are fond of dif- 
tinguifhing themfelves by their pafhon for 
the fine arts, and ftrangers are informed, 
that it is well worth while to vifit certain 
private colleflions of paintings which are to 
be feen at Frankfort. 

You know I am no connoiffeur; and if 
I were, Ihould not take up your time in 
defcribipg them, or giving a criticifm on 
flieir fubjeit. For though I have feen thetti, 
you have not : and nothing, in my opinion, 
can be more unintelligible and tirefome to 
the Reader, than criticifms on paintings 
which he has not feen, I fhall only ob- 
ferve that as all fliefe colletSlions have ac- 
quired the efleem and approbation of the 
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proprietors, which I prefume was the chief 
end of their creation, they are certainly en- 
titled to refper^l from every unconcerned - 

fpedtator. One of them in particular 

muft he very valuable, on account of the 
prodigious fum of money which the pre- 
fent poffcffor was offered for it, and which 
he refufed as inadequate to its worth ; 
though the fiim offered would have at once 
made the gentleman eafy in his circum- 
(lances, which, 1 am forry to fay, is far 
from being the cafe. This anecdote can- 
not be doubted, for 1 had it from his own 
mouth. 

It is ftill more the fafhion here to form 

cabinets of natural curiofities.. Befides the 
% 

repofitories of this kind, which are to be 
feen at the courts of the princes, many in- 
dividuals all over Germany have mufeums 
in' their houfes,’and ftrangers cannot pa^ 
their court better, than by requefting per- i 
miflion to fee them. This would be an 
eafy piece of politenefs, if the ftranger were 
allpwed to take .a viey\^ and walk away 
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when he thought proper, But the mif- 
fortune is, that the proprietor attends on 
thefe occafions, and gives the hiftory of 
every piece of ore, petrifiwSion, foffil wood, 
and monfter that is in the coiie(^ion. And 
as this IcAure is given gratis, he aiTumes 
the right of making it as long as he pleafes: 
fo that requefting a fight of a private col- 
iedion of natural curiofities, is a more fe* 
rious matter than people are aware of. 

The Duke of Hamilton has brought him> 
felf into a fcrape, out of ’which I imagine 
it will be difficult to extricate him. Being 
unacquainted with the trouble which thefe 
gentlemen give themfelves on fuch occafions, 
he has exprefied an inclination to three or 
four virtuofi >to fee their cabinets. I attended 
him on his firft vifitation , yefterday. The 
gentleman made an unufual exertion to 
'pleafe his Grace. He fatd, being fully con- 
vinced offais tafie for natural phllofophy, in 
which people' of his high rank were never 
deficient, he would therefore take pleafure 
to explain every particular in the colledlion 

witli 
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with the greateft deliberation. He had kept 
himfelf difengaged the whole forenoon on 
purpofe, and had given orders not to be 
interrupted. He then defcanted on each 
particular in the colle(Slion, with fuch mi- 
nutenefs and perfeverance, as completely fa- 
tiated his Grace’s curiofity, and gave him 
fuch a knowledge of earths, cryftals, agates^ 
pyrites, marcafites, petrifactions, metals, femi- 
metals, 8cc. &c. as will, I dare fwear, fervc 
him for the reft of his life. > 

. / 


Cassel. 

I began this letter at Frankfort, not 
fufpeCling that our departure would be fo. 
fudden. But as the day approached oa^ 
which we had been promifed the fight of,, 
another cabinet of curiofities, I found the. 
Duke’s impatience to be gone incieafe every. 

V moment. So fending our apology to the; 
proprietors of two or three which he ha>l 
VOL. II. B 
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aBs.^ permiffion to vifit, we paOed one day - 
with Madame de Barkhaufe’s family, and 
another with Mr. Gogle’s, and then bidding 
a hafty adieu to our other acquaintances at 
Frankfoit, we fet out for this place. We 
flept the firft night at Marburg, and on 
the fecond, about midnight, arrived at 

Caffel. 

As the ground is quite covered with fnow, 
the roads bad, and the ports long, we were 
obliged to take fix horfes for each chaife, 
which, after all, in fome places moved no 
farter than a couple of hearfes. The Duke 
bore this with wonderful ferenity, con- 
templating the happy evafion her had made 
from the cabinets at Frankfort. A flave 
who had efcaped from the mines could not 
have fliowu greater fatisfa<aion. His good 
humour remained pToof againft all the 
jihlegm and'obrtinacy of the German poftil-. 
lions, of which one who has not travelled 
in the extreipity of the winter, and when 
the roaJs are co'^ered with fnow, throughi «. 
tills country^ can form no idea. i 


Digilizri by Coogle 


MAKK£BS IN FBANCX. 

The contraft of chara6ler between the 
French and Germans is ftrongly illuftrated 
in the behaviour of the polliliions of the 
two countries. 

A French poftillion is generally either 
laughing, or fretting, or finging, or fwearing, 
all the time he is on the road. If a hill or 
bad road oblige him to go flow, he will of a 
fudden fall a cracking his whip. above his 
head for a quarter of an hour together, 
without rhyme or reafon ; for he knows the 
horfes cannot go a bit fafter, an4 he doet 
not intend they ihould. All this noife and 
emotion, therefore, means nothing ; and 
proceeds entirely from that abhorrence of 
quiet which every Frenchman fucks in with 
bis mother’s milk. 

A German poftillion, on the contrary, 
drives four horfes with all poffible tran- 
quillity. He neither fings, nor frets, nor 
laughs : he only fmokes ; — and when he 
comes near a narrow defile, he founds his 
trumpet to prevent any carriage from entering 
at the other end till he has got through. If 
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you call to him to go fafter, he turns about 
. looks you in the face, takes his pipe from his 
mouth, and fays, Yaw Mynheer, — yaw, 
yaw ; and then proceeds exadlly in the fame 
pace as, before. He is no way affeded 
whether the road be good or bad ; whether 
it rains, or fhines, or fnows :-r-and he feems 
to be totally regardlefs of the people 
whom he drives, and equally callous to their 
reproach or applaufe. He has one objed 
of which he never lofes fight, .which is, 
to condud your chaifeand the contents from 
one poll to another, in the manner he thinks 
beft for himfelf and the horfes. And unlefs 
liis pipe goes ' out (in which cafe he 
llrikes his flint and rekindles it), he feems 
not to have another idea during the whole 
journey. ; . 

Your beft way is to let him take his 
own way at firft, for it will come to that 
at laft. — All your noife and blufter are 
vain, 
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Non vultus inftantirtyranni 
Mente quatit folida, neque Auller ' * 
Dux inquieti turbidus A'driae 
Nec fulminantis magna jovis manus.* 

* Not the proud tyrant’s ficrceft threat, 

Nor ftorms that from thCir dark retreat . 

Thelawlefs furges wake} 

• Not Jove’s dread bolt that lhakes the pole, 
The firmer purpofe of his foul 

With all its power can lhake. 

Blacklocke. 


LETTER Lin. 

tk 

‘ « Casael, 

The attention and clvilites which are paid 
to the Duke of Hamilton by this court have 
induced us to remain longer than we intended 
at our arrival. 
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As you feem curious to know how we 
pafs our time, and the ftyle of living here, 
I fhall give you a fketch of one day, which, 
with little variation, may give you an idea of 
all the vtd. 

We generally employ the morning and 
forenoon in ftudy. - We go to the palace 
about half an hour before dinner is ferved, 
where we find all the officers, who have 
been invited, aflemblcd in a large room. 
The Landgrave foon appears, ahd continues 
converfing with the company till his confort 
arrives with the princefs Charlotte, and fuch 
ladies as they have thought proper to in- 
vite. 

Tire company then' walk to the dining 
parlour, where there are about thirty co- 
vers every day, and the fame number in a 
loom adjoining. The doors being left open 
between thefe apartments, the whole forms 
in a manner but one company. The ftran- 
gers, and fuch officers as are not under the 
rank of colonel, dine at their Highneffes 
table. 


I 
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The-repaft continues about two hours, 
during which the converfation is carried on 
With fome littfe appearance of conftraint, 
and rather in a low voice, except when 
eithef of their ‘ Highneffes fpeaks to any 
perfon featcd at a httlc diftance. 

After dinner the company returns to thfi 
room where they firft alfembled. In this 
they remain till the Landgrave retires, 
which he ufually does within about a quar- 
ter of an hour. Soon after, the company 
feparates till feven in the evening, when 
they again aflemblei 

The Landgrave plays conftantly at Ca;- 
vaniolle, a kind of lottery, wliere no ai^ 
drefs or attention is requilite, and which 
needs hardly interrupt .convcrfation. It 
rctjuires about a dozen players to make his 
party. 

The Landgravine plays at 
choofes her own party every^night. — Other 
card-tables are fet in the adjoining rooms, 
for the conveniency of any who choofe to 
play. The gaming continues about a coa- 
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pie of hours. The Landgrave then falutes 
her Highnefs on both cheeks, and retires 
to his own apartments, while flie and the 
reft of the company go to fupper. At this 
repaft there is lefs formality, and of con- 
fequence more eafe and gaiety, than at 
dinner. 

When her Highnefs rifes from table, 
moft part of the company attend her up 
ftairs to a fpacious anti- chamber, where ftie 
remains converling a few minutes, and then 
retires. 

Thefe general forms are fometimes va- 
ried by a concert in the Landgrave’s apart- 
ments. TJiere are alfo certain days of 
Gala, which are only diftinguiftied by the 
company’s being more numerous, and bet- 
ter dreffed, than ufual : two circumftances 
which do not add a vaft deal to the pleafure 
of the entertainment. , ' 

. During the Carnival, there were two or 
three mafquerades. On thefe occafions the 
court aflemble about fix in the evening, the 
men being all in Dominos, and the ladies 
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in their ufual drefs, or with the addition 
of a few fanciful ornaments, according to 
the particular tafte of each. 

They amufe themfelves with Cards and 
converfation till the hour of fupper. Dur- 
ing this interval, a gentleman of the court 
Garries a parcel of tickets in his hat, equal 
to the number of men in company. Thefe 
are prefented to the ladies, each of whom 
draws one. Tickets in the fame manner 
are prefented to the men, who take one^ 
a-piece, which they keep till the card-playing 
is fini/hed. 

The officer then calls number / One, 
upon which the couple who are poffefled of 
that number come forward, and the gentle- 
man leads the ladv into the fupper-room, 
fits by her, and is her partner for the reft 
of the evening. In the fame manner every 
other number is called. 

% 

After fuj^r, all the company put on 
their mafks. Her Highnefs is^ led into 
the mafquerade room. The reft follow, 
each lady being handed by her partner, 

£ * 
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The Landgravine and her partner walk t<J 
the upper *end of the room. — The next 
couple flop at a fmall diftance below 
them ; the third next to the fecond, and 
fo on till this double file reaches from the 
top to the bottom of the hall. If there 
are any fupernumeraries, they muft retire 
to the fides. — From this arrangement you 
expcdl a country-dance ; — a minuet how- 
ever is intended; — the mufic begins, and 
all the mafkrrs on the floor, conflfling of 
twenty or thirty couple, walk a minuet 
together. This, which is rather a con- 
fufed affair, being over, every body fits 
down, the Landgravine excepted, who 
generally dances nine or ten minutes fuc- 
ceflively with as many different gentlemen. 
She then takes her feat till the reft of the 
company have danced minuets, which being 
over, the cotillons and country-dances be- 
gin, and continue till four dP five in the 
morning.^ 

Her Highnefs is a very beautiful woman, 
graceful in her perfon, and of a gay amt 
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fprightly chara£ler. She is in danget'of 
growing corpulent, an i*conveniency not 
uncommon in Germany, but which fhe 
endeavours to retard by uling a great deai 
of-exercife. 

a 

Beddes the company who fup at court, 
the rooms were generally crowded with 
malks from the town, fome of whom are 
in fancy drefles, and keep themfelves con- 
cealed all the time. And although thofe 
who came from the court are known 
when they enter the maf|uerade rooms, 
many of them^llip out afterwards, change 
their drefs, aad return to amufe them- 
felves, by leafing their friends in their 
aflTumed charad^ers, as is ufual at maf- 
^uerades. • , 

The country-dances are compofed of alt 
perfons promifcuouily, who incline to join 
io them. — Two women of pleafure, who 
bad come to pafs the Carnival at Caflel in 
the exercife of their profeflion, and were 
well known to many of the officers, danced 
every lauiff ucrade night in the country- 


Digiiized by Google 



36 


VIEW OF SOCIETY ANB 


dance, which her Highnefs led down ; for 
the mafk annihilates ceremony, puts every 
body' on a footing, and not unfrequently, 
while it conceals the face moft effeftually, 

ferves fo much the more to difcover the real 

♦ 

charadter and inclinations of the wearer. 


LETTER LIV. 


Cassel. 

Next to the ElerSlors of the Empire, the 
Landgrave of Hellfe Caflel is one of the 
greateft Princes in Germany ; end even of 
thofe, the Eleflors of Bohemia, Bavaria, Sax- 
ony, and Hanover, only are richer and 
more powerful than he. His country is in 
general hilly, with a great deal of wood, 
but interfperfed with fertile vallies and corn> 
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fields. The large fubfidies this court re- 
ceived from^ Britain during the two laft 
wars, with what is given in the time of 
peace, by way of retaining fee, have greatly 
contributed to the prefent fiourifhing {late 
of Its finances. ' * 

The reigning Prince forfook the Pro- 
tefiant faith about twenty years ago, and 
made a public profefTion of the Roman 
Catholic religion, in the life-time of the 
Jale Landgrave, his father. Tliis gave 
great uneafinefs to the old Prince, and 
alarmed his fubjedls, who are all Pro- 
tcftants. 

«* 

The ftates of the Landgraviate were aP* , 
fembled on this important occafion, and 
fuch meafures taken as were judged necef- * 
fary to maintain the religion and conftitu- 
tion of the country againfl any future at- 
tempt to fubvert them. The Hereditary 
Prince was excluded from all {hare in the 
^ education of his fons, who were put under 
the tuition of the Princefs Mary of Great 
Britain, his fir{l wife, living at that time Cs- 


Digitized by Google 



38 


3fIi:-W OF SOCIETY AK6 


parate from her hufband. The cldeft foil, 
upon his father’s acceffion to the Landgra» 
vrate, was put in poffeflion of the county of 
Hanau ; fo that the inhabitants felt no in- 
conveniency frona the change of their 
Prince’s religion : and as he hinafclf has reaped 
no earthly advantage, either in point of ho- 
nour or profit, J)y his converfion, it is pre- 
fumabfe,, that his Highnefs’s hopes are now 
limited to the rewards which may await him 
in another world. 

This Prince keeps on foot i6ocx> men 
in time of peace, difciplined according to i 

the Pruffian plan, the Landgrave himfcif 
• having the rank of Field Marfhal in the 
Pruffian army. The Prince is fond of exer-i 
cifing them ; but not having a houfe on 
purpofe, as the Prmce of Heffe Darmftadt 
has, he takes that amufement when the 
weather is very ba<l in the -dining-room of 
his palace, where I have frequently feentwo 
or three hundred of the firft battalion of | 

guards perform their manoeavres with all 
poilible dexterity. 


Digitized by Google 



MAKNER8 IN fAAKC£. 5^ 

The Prince of Saxe-Goiha, brother to 
the late Princefs of Wales, has a rcgirnent 
in the Landgrave’s fervicc, and rehdes at 
Ca^el. 

Ifhe perfon who has the chief manage- 
ment in military affairs, is General Scliven, 
a man of an exceeding jull and accurate un- 
derftanding, which he has finely cultivated 
by reading and refledlion. 

I have the happinefs to be intimately ac- 
quainted with many other officers in this fer* 
vice. — An open manner, and undefigning 
civility, diftinguifh the German charatSler ; 
qualities which naturally banilh referve, and 
infpire confidence. And what makes the 
converfation of thefe gentlemen ftill more 
agreeable and interefting to me, is, the juf- 
tice they feem fond of rendering to the bra- 
very of the Bntifh troops with vyhom they 
ferved. They always mention the names of 
Granby, WaldgraVe, and Kingfley, with 
the highell encomiums, and fpeak with af- 
feiStionatc regard of fome officers with whom 
they were more intimately acquainted, paN 
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tlcularly Mr. Keith, now at Vienna, and 
Colonel John Maxwell, whom they applaud 
a& one of the braveft and moft adlive oflScers 
that ferved in the allied army ; and 
fond of mentioning inftances of the amSi^g 
intrepidity of the Britilh grenadiers whom 
he commanded. 

Befides thofe adfually in the Landgrave's 
fervice, there are fome 'other perfons of note 
who refide at Caffel. I fometimes pafs an 
afternoon with old General Zaflrow, who 
had the command of the garrifon of Schweid- 
nitz, when it was furprifed by the Auftrian 
general Laudohn. 

If you recoiled!, that important place had 
been taken from the Pruflians in the year 

1757, by Count Nadafti. It was blockaded 
by the King of Pruflia in the winter of that 
fame year,, and furrendered to him in fpring 

1758, after one half of the garrifon had 
fallen in defending the place. In the year 
1761 Laudohn retook it, almoft in fight 
of the Pfuflian monarch, by the moft brii- 


Digitized by Google 



MANNIKS IN IHANC8. 


4l 


liant coup-(le-main that perhaps ever was 
ftruck. 

The King’s army and Laudolm’s were 
both in the _neighl)ourhood of Schweid- 
nit^ -The latter could not attempt a re- 
gular fiege, while he was watched by fuch 
an enterprifing enemy. But obferving that 
the King had moved at a greater diftance 
than ufual from tfie town, and knowing 
that more than one half of the garrifon had 
been drafted, he refolved on an enterprifc 
as bold as it was fagacious. One morning 
early this vigilant commander, faking the 
advantage of a thick fog, rnsrehed his army 
to the town of Schweidnitz in four divi- 
fions. Scaling-ladders were applied to the 
ramparts, and fome of the Auflrians had 
actually entered the town, before they were 
obferved by the centinels. 

The garrifon, being at laft roufed, at- 
tacked the aiTailants in a furious manner. — 
The confuhon was increafedby the blowing 
up of a powder magazine, which deftroyed 
great numbers on both' fides. The Gover- 
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nor was taken prifoner, fighting fword in 
hand on the ramparts, and the town fur- 
rendered. 

This exploit eftablifhed the reputation of 
Laudohn, while poor Zal^row, accofding 
to the ufual fate of the unfortunate, be- 
came a prey to the calumny of the unfeel- 
ing and ungenerous. ^He demanded a trial 
by a court martial. — The King faid there 
was no occafion for that, as he did not acr 
cufc him of any crime. — But he did not 
judge it expedient to employ him in any 
command after this misfortune. 

I have hear^ the old man relate all the 
particulars of that affair, and the account 
he gave has been confirmed to me by offi- 
cers well informed, and unconnected with 
him. 

A company of French comedians are 
lately arrived here, which forms a new 
refource for the court. They remain fix 
weeks, or two months. The Landgrave 
pays them a fii pointed fum for aCting twice 
a-week during that time ; and they have 
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fcarccly any emolument befide ; for the 
inhabitants of CaflVl, who are Calviniftsi 
fhew no great paflion for dramatic enter- 
tainments. 

The playhoufe is neat, though fmall ; 
the front gallery, with a convenient room 
behind, is appropriated to the court. 
When the Prince or Princes ftand up, 
whether beiween the adl?, or in the time 
of the reprefentation, all the audience, pit, 
box, and gallery, immediately arife, and 
remain in a {landing pofture til] their fovc- 
leign fits down. 

Since the arrival of thefe players, the 
court has been uncommonly brilliant, and 
the Gala days more frequent. Yefterday 
was a very fplcndid one. I then obferved 
in the dr.awing-room two perfons, neither 
of whom is a Heflian, faluting each other 
with great politenefs and apparent regard, 
A little after, one of them touched my 
fhoulder, and, pointing to the other, 
whifpered in my ear, — Prenez garde, Moa- 
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Ceur, de cet honime ; c’eft un grand 
coquin> 

The other within a few minutes came 
to me, faying, Croyez vous, Mnnlieur, quo 
vous puifliez reconnoitre un fau fj je vous 
le montroisf — Le voila, added he, (howing 
the perfon who had whifpered me before. 

I have been fmce told, by thofe who 
know both, that^each had hit exadtly upon 
the other’s charadler. 

This little trait I have mentioned merely 
on account of its flngularity, and to (how 
you how very different the manners of this 
court, and the fentiments of the courtiers 
here with regard to each other, are from- 
thofe at St. James’s. 
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LETTER LV. 


. Cassel. 

The city of Caflel is fituated on the 
river Fulda. It confifts of *an old and 
new town. The former is the largeft and 
inoft irregular. The new town is well 
built; and there, as you may believe, the 
nobility and officers of the court have their 
houfes. The flreets are beautiful, but not 
over-crowded with inhabitants. 

Befides the large chateau in the town of 
Caffel, which is the Landgrave’s winter 
rehdence, he has feveral villas and cables 
in different parts of his dominions. 'Imme- 
diately without the town, there is a very 
beautiful building, in which he dwells for 
the mod part of the fummer. The apart- 
ments there are neat and commodious, fome 
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of them adorned w'uh antique ftatucs of 
cojifiderable value. 

None of the rooms are fpacious enough 
to admit of exercifing any confiderable 
number of the troops within their walls; 
but his Highnefs fometimes indulges in this 
'favourite recreation on the top of this villa, 
which has a flat xoof, moft convenient for 
that purpofe. 

Around this are fome noble parks and 
gardens, with a very complete orangery, 
Tliere is alfo a ipenagerie, with a confi- 
derable colledfion of curious animals. I 
faw there a very fine lionefs, which has 
lately loft her hufband — an elephant — three 
camels in fine condition, one of them milk- 
white, the other two grey, and much 
taller than the elephant ; — an African deer, 
a fierce and lively animal, with a fkin beau- 
tifully fpolted ; — a very tall rein-deer — fe- 
veral leopards — a bear, and a great variety 
'of monkies. TTie collection of birds is ftill 
more complete, a great many of which are 
from the £aft Indies. 
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In the academy of arts, which is fituated 
in the new town, are fome valuable an- 
tiques, and other curiofities, among which 
. is a St. John in Mofaic, done after a picture 
of Raphael’s, with the following infcription 
below it : 

IMAGINEM S. JOHANNES 
EX ITALIA ADVENAM 
IN RARUM RAR^ INDUSTRLE HUMANiE 
MONUMENTUM 
HANC COLLOCARI JUSSIT 
FREDERTCUS n. HASSL® LANDGR. 

A. M.D.CCLXV. 

But this art of copying paintings in Mo- 
faic work, 1 underlland, has of late been 
brought to a much greater degree of per- 
feiStion at Rome. 

In the vellibule is [daced the trunk of a 
laurel tree, with this infcription oh the wail 
behind it : ■ ^ 
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PER OCTO PRINCIPUM CATTORUM -ETATI3 
IN AM^MS INCLYTI CASSEL 
VlRIDARIl SPATlAxM FLORUIT 
LAURUS 

ALT. CIRCITER LIV. LAT, IV. FED. RHENAN. 
AD TEMPORA HEROUM 
SERENISS. DOMUS HASSID 
CORONIS CINGENDA, 

J5ENIO, SED NON IMPLORIS, EMORTUA EST 
NE VERO TOTA PERIRET 
ARBOR APOLLINI SACRA 
TRUNCUM IN MUSEO SERVARI JUSSIT 
FREDERICUS II. H. L. 

A. M.D.CCLXIII. 

They alfo fliow a fword, which was 
confecrated by the Pope, and fent to one 
of the Princes of this family at his fetting 
out on an expedition to the Hofy Land. 
What havoc this facred weapon made 
among the Infidels I cannot fay. — It has a 
very venerable appearance "for a fword, and 
yet feems little the worfe for wear. 

Near the old chateau, and a little to one 
fide, is a colonnade of fmall pillars lately 
built, and intended as an orMiment to the 

ancient 
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ancient cafHe, though in a very different 
ftyle of archite<fture. The flimnefs of their 
form appears the more remarkable on 
account of their vicinity to this Gothic 
flrucSlure. ' 

Some time fi nee, a mountebank came to 
Caflel, who, befides many other wonder- 
ful feats, pretended that he could fwallow 
and ‘ digeft ftones. A Heflian officer walk- 
ing before the chateau with an Englifli 
gentleman, who then happened to be at 
Caffel, afked him what he thought of 
the fine new colonnade ? — It is very fine' 
indeed, replied the ftranger ; but if you wifh 
it to be durable, you ought to take care 
not to allow the mountebank to walk this 
way before breakfaft. 

Nothing in the country of HefTe is more 
worthy the admiration of travellers, than 
the Gothic temple and cafeade at Wafen- 
ftein. There was originally at this place 
an old building, which was ufed by the 
Princes of this family as a kind of hunting- 
houfe. It is fituated near the bottom of 
VOL. II. ' c - 
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a high mountain, and has been enlarged 
and improved at different times. But the 
prefent Landgrave’s grandfather, who was 
a prince of equal tafte and magnificence, 
formed, upon the face of the mountain 
oppofite to this houfe, a feries of artificial 
catara6ts, cafeades, and various kinds of 
water-works, in the nobleft ftyle that can 
be imagined. 

The principal cafeades are in the middle, 
and on each fide are fiairs of large black 
ilones of a flinty texture, brought from a 
rock at a confiderable diffance. Each of 
thefe flairs confifts of eight hundred fleps, 
leading from the bottom to the fummit of 
the mountain ; and when the works are 
allowed to play, the water flowing over 
them forms two continued chains of 
fmaller cafeades. At convenient diftances, 
as you afeend, are four platforms with a 
/ fpacious bafon in each ; alfo grottos and 
caves ornamented with fliell-work flatues 
of Naiads, and fea divinities. — One grotto, 
in particular, called the grotto of Neptune 
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Rnd Amphitritc, is happily imagined, and 
well executed. 

The water rulhes from the fummit of 
this mountain in various fhapes: — Some- 
times in detached cafcades, fometimes in 
large fheets like broad cryftalline mirrors ; 
at one place it is broken by a rock con- 
fiding of huge ftones, artificially placed for 
that purpofe. — There are alfo fountains 
which eje£l: the water in columns of five 
or fix inches diameter to a confiderable 
height. 

All this mud have a very brilliant efFt£l 
when viewed from the bottom. This 
fight, however, I did not enjoy : for there 
has been a continued frod ever fince we 
have been at Cadel ; and wlien I vifited 
Wafendein, the fields were covered with 
fnow, which did not prevent my going to the 
top, though it made the afeent by the dairs 
exceedingly difficult. , 

On the highed part of the mountain, a 
Gothic temple is built, and upon the top 
of that an obelilk, which is crowded by 
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.'a coloflal ftatue of Hercules leaning on his 
club, in the attitude of the Farnefe Her- 
cules. This figure is of copper, and thirty ' 
feet in height. There is a ftaircafe within 
.the club by which a man may afeend, and 
have a view of the country from a window 
at the top. 

Wafenftein, upon the whole, is infinitely 
the nobleft work of the kind I ever faw. 

1 have been aflure|d, there is nothing equal * 
to it. in Europe. It has not the air of a 
modern work, but rather conveys the idea 
of Roman magnificence. 

We think of leaving this within a few 
days for Brunfwick. — 1 fhall not clofe my 
letter till we get to Gottingen, where we 
may probably flay a ftiort time'. 

P. S. The Duke and I took our leave of 
the court and our friends yefterday, and 
adlually fet out from Caflel this morning; 
but finding the roads entirely overflowed by 
the extraordinary fwelling of the Fulda, we 
were obliged to return, A great thaw for 
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fome days paft diflblving the fnow and ice, 
has occafioned this fwelling, and rendered 
the roads impaiTable. 

After taking leave *we could not appear 
again at court, but dined at one of the 
mefles with the officers.— From this party I • 
-am juft returned, and finding it uncertain 
when we may get to Gottingen, 1 fend this 
to-night, 

Adieu. 



V 


LETTER LVI. 

Bmoswick, 

A.S foon as the roads were paflable, we left 
Caflel, and arrived, not without difficulty 
arid fome rifk, at IVlunden, a town fituated 
in a vale, where the Fulda, being joined' 
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by another river, takes the namo of the 
Wefer. 

This town feems to ran fome danger from 

inundations. The ro&d, for a confiderable 

) 

way befpre we entered it, and the ftreeta 
neareft the river, were ftill overflowed when 
we pafled. 

We went on the fame night to Gottingen, 
an exceedingly neat and well-built town, 
fituated in a beautiful country. The Uni- 
verfity founded here by George the Second ^ 
has a confiderable reputation. We made 
• but a fhort flay at Gottingen, and arrived 
about a month {ince at Brunfwick. 

The Duke of Hamilton had been ex- ' ' 

pe6led here for fome time, and was received 
by this court with every mark of attention 
and regard. He was prefled* to accept of 
apartments within the palace, which he 
thought proper to decline. We fleep every 
night at private lodgings ; but may be fakJ 
to live at court, as we conflantly dine, pafs 
the evening, and fup there, except two days 
in every week that we dine with the Here- 


s 
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ditary Prince and Frincefs at their aparu 
ments. 

The family of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttle 
derives not greater luftre from its antiquity^ 
from having given empreffes to Germany* 
and from having a younger branch on the 
th one of Britain, than from fome living 
charatSlers now belonging to it. 

The reigning Duke has that flyle of 
converfation, thofe manners and difpofi* 
■ tions, which, in an inferior fration of life, 
- would acquire' him the chafS<5ler of a fen* 
Cble, woi thy gentleman. 

The Duchefs is ills favourite fifrcr of thd 
King of Pruflia. She is fond of ftudy, and 
particularly addiiflcd to metaphyfical in- 
quiries, which, happily, have not fliaken, 
but confirmed her belief in Chriflianity. 

The military fame and public chararfler of 
Duke Ferdinand are known to all Europe.— 
In private life, he h of a ceremonious 
politenefs, fplendid in his manner of living, 
attentive to the minutiae of his toilet, 
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and fond of variety and magnificence in 
drefs. 

He h« lived' coriftantly at his brother's 
court fince the Duke of. Hamilton came 
to Brunfwick ; but he generally pafles the 
fummer in the country. 

The Hereditary Prince ferved under his 
unde during the lafi war, and commanded 
detached parties of tlie army with various 
foccefsi His adlivity, courage, and third; 
of glory, were always confpicuous ; but .* 
his youthful ardour has been fince mel- 
lowed by time, ftudy, and refle£lion ; and 
if he ihould again appear^in the field as 
a general, it is imagined that he will be as - 
much diftinguifhed for prudence, policy, 
and judgment, as he ever was for fpirit and 
enterprife. He has at prefent the rank of 
Lieutenant-General in the King of Pruffia’s 
fervice, and the command of the garrifon 
at Halberfiadr. 

I fay nothing of his Princefs: — her 
open cheerful character is well known .in 
England, and her afFedlion fo|||cr native 
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country is in no degree diminifhed by ab- 
fence. 

• The Prince Leopoid is a very amiable 
young rnan. He feeins much attached to 
the Duke of Hamilton, with whom he lives 
on a intimate and friendly footing. 

His filler, the Princefs Augufta, is greatly 
beloved by every body, on account of her 
obliging temper and excellent difpofition. 

• Thefe iHuftrious pferfons always dine and 

fop together, except two days in the week, 
as I have already fa'fd. With them the 
officers of the court, and the ftrangers who 
are invited, make a company of about 
twenty or thirty at table. • 

' In the evening the aflembly is more 
numerous. There is a larg£ table for vingt- 
un,' the Duchefs preferring this game, 
becaufe a great number of people may 
be engaged in it together. The reigning 
Duke and Prince Ferdinand always join in 
'this game. 

The Hereditary Princefs forms a Qua- 
'drille party for hcrfelf: her hufband never 

o * 
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plays at all. The. whole is intended merely 
for paftime, all kinds of gaming being dif* ^ 
couraged. The Duchefs in particular always 
puts a very moderate flake on her cards, 

A man muft have very bad luck to lofa 
above twenty piftoles in an evening, fo we 
are in no danger from gaming while at this 
court. 

One wing of the palace is occupied by 
the Hereditary Princess family. He has at 
prefent three Tons and as many daughters, 
all of the fair complexion, which dif- 
tinguiflies every branch of the Brunfwick 
line. 

. A fe# days ago, I accompanied Prince 
Leopold and the Dd^ke of Hamilton on a 
vifit to Duke Ferdinand, who was then at 
his houfe in the country, about fix miles 
from this place. In that retreat he pafles 
the greateft part of his time. He .ds fond 
of gardening, and is now -employed in 
laying out'and dreffing the ground, in what 
is called the Englilh tafle. 

His Serene Highnefs condad^ed the Duke 
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rftund all his park, and ihewed him his plans 
and improvements. The greatcft obftacle 
to the completely beautifying this place, 
arifes from the. fuiface of the country 
-being a dead flat, and incapable of great 
variety. 

The hoofe is furrounded by a Foff^, 
and contains a great number of apartments* 
The walls of every room are hung with 
prints, from the roof to within* two feet of 
the floor. Perhaps there is not fo complete 
a coller^ion of framed ones in any private 
hou(e or palace in the worlAr While Prince 
Ferdinand played at Billiards with the Duke 
of Hamilton, I continued with Prince Le- 
opold examining thefe prints, and could 
fcarcely recolle^^ a good one that I did not 
find here. . 

His Highi»efs faid it was equally difficult 
and expaenlive to have a colle<£tion of good 
paintings, and nothing could be more 
paltry than a bad one : he had therefore 
taken the refoluiion to adorn his houfe with 
what he certainly could liave good of ita 
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kind; and, next to fine pictures, he thought 
fine prints the moft amufing of all or- 
naments. But, added he, with a fmile, 
^every tolerable room is now perfedlly co- 
vered, and I have lately received a reiii- 
. forcement of prints from England, which 
“ will oblige me to build new apartments 
to place them in, puifque je fuis 'toujours 
accoutume a donner un pofie honorable aux 
Anglois, 

' The company had been invited to break- ^ 
faft ; but the repaft was a very magnificent 
dinner, ferved'a little earlier than ufuak 
There were only fix perfons at table but 
tire number of attendants might without 
difficulty have fervcd a company of thirty. 
■The Prince, who is always in the utmoft 
degree polite, was on this occafion remark- 
ably affable and gay. He caWed toads after 
Englifh cuftom, and began himfelf by na- 
ming General Conway ; he afterwards gave 
Sir H.'Glinlon, and continued to toad fome 
Britifli officer, as often aS it came to his turn. 
— You rnay believe it afforded me fat»fa4itk)0 
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to have had an opportunity' of obfervlng a 
little of the private life of a perfon who has 
a<Sled fo confpicuous a part on the theatre 
of Europe. 

As he has not returned to the Pruflian 
fervice, and feems to enjoy rural amn(e<> 
ments, and the converfation of a few friends, 
it is thought he will not again take a part 
in public afftirs, bat for the reft of his 
life repofe, in this retreat, on the laurels 
he gathered in fuch abundance during the 
laft war. • 


BETTER, LVII. 

w 

I JirDDswicIw. 

The town of Brunfwick is fituatcd in a 
plain, on the banks of the Ocker. The 
Routes in general are old, but many new 
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buildings have been eredled of late, and th« 
city acquires frefh beauty every day. 

Fortifications have been the caufc of 
much calamity to many towns in Germany, 
having ferved not to defend them, but ra- 
ther to attrafi the vengeance of enemies. 
For this reafon, Caflel, and fome other 
towns, which were formerly fortified, are 
now difmantled. But the fiAifications at 
Brunfwick were of great utility laft war, 
and on one occafion they faved the town 
from being pillaged, and afforded Prince 
Frederick, who is now in the Pruilian fcr- 
vice, an opportunity of performing an ac- 
tion, which, I imagine, gave him more joy 
than twenty vidlories. This happened in ' 
the year 1761, foon after the battle of Kirch 
Denkern, when Duke Ferdinand prote< 5 fed 
Hanover, not by conducting hi&»army into 
that country ^nd defending it direCtly, as the 
enemy feemed to expeCl, and probably 
wifhed; but by diverfion, attacking with 
ftrong detachments, commanded by the He- 
rediury Prince, their magazines in HeiTe, 
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dnd thus drawing their attention from Ha^ 
nover to that quarter. 

'iVhile the Duke lay encamped at Wili- 
hemilail, watching the motions of Broglio^s 
army, the MarechaJ, being greatly fupcrior 
in numbers, fent a body of '20,000 men^ 
under Prince Xavier of Saxony, who took 
pofTeflion of Wolfenbuttle, and foon after 
inverted Brunfwick. 

Prince Ferdinand, anxious to fave his na- 
tive city, ventured to detach 5000 of his 
army, fmall as it was, under his nephew, 
Frederick, 'aflirted by General Luckner, 
with orders to harafs the enemy, and en- 
deavour to raife the liege. The young 
Prince, while on his march,' Tent a fuldier 
with a letter to the Governor, which was 
wrapped round a bullet, and which the 
foldier was 'to fwallow in cafe of his being • 
taken by the enemy. — He had the good 
fortune to get fafe into the town. — The 
letter apprifed the commander of the gar- 
rifon of the Prince’s approach, and partr- 
cularifed the night and* hour when he 
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expelled to be at a certain place near the 
tovvn, requiring him to favour his en- 
trance. 

In the middle of the niglit appointed, the 
Prince fell fuddenly on 'the enemy’s cavalry, 
who, unfufpicious of his approach, were en- 
camped carelefsly within a mile of the town. 
They were immediately dlfpcrfed, and fpread 
fuch an alarm among the infantry, that they 
alfo retreated with confiderablc lofs. 

Early in the morning, the young Prince 
entered Brunfwick, amidft the acclamations 
of his fellow-citizens, whom he had relieved 
from the horrors of a Hege. — The Heredi- 
tary Prince, having deflroyed the French 
magazines in Hefle, had been recalled by • 
his uncle, and ordered to attempt the relief 
of Brunfwick. While he was advancing 
with all poflrble fpeed, and had got within a 
few leagues of the town, he received the 
news of the fiege being raifed. On his ar^ 
rival at his father’s palace, he found his bro- 
ther Frederick at table, entertaining tlie 
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> French officers, who had been taken pri- 
foners the preceding night. 

The academy of Brunfwick has been new- 
modelled, and the plan of education im- 
proved, by the attention, and under the pa- 
tronage, of the. Hereditary Prince. Students 
now refort to this academy frona many parts 
of Germany : and there are generally fome 
young gentlemen from Britain, who are Cent 
to be educated here. 

Such of them as are intended for a mili- 
tary life, will not had fo many advantages 
united at any other place on the continent, 
as at the academy of Brunfwick. They will 
here be under the prote£lion of a family par- 
tial to the Btitifh nation ; — every branch of 
fcicnce is taught by mafters of known abi- 
lities ;• — the young ftudents will fee garrifon 
duty regularly performed, and may, by the 
imereft of-the Prince, obtain liberty to at- 
tend the reviews of the Pruffian troops at 
Magdeburg and Berlin : — They will have 
few temptations to expence, in a town where 
tliey can fee no examples of extravagance — 
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have few opportunities of diffipation, and ' 
none of grofs debauchery, 

I pafled a day lately at Wolfenbuttle, 
which is alfo a fortified city, the ancient re- 
fidence of this family. — The public library 
here is reckoned one of the. moft complete 
in Germany, and contains many curious ma- 
nufcripts. They fliowcd us fome letters of 
Luther, and other original pieces in that re- 
former’s own hand-writing 

Having dined with Colonel Riedefel, who 
commands a regiment of cavalrv in this 
town, I returned by Saltzdahlen. This is 
the only palace I ever faw built almoft en- 
tirely of wood. There are, neverthelefs, 
fome very magnificent'apartments in it, and 
a great gallery of pirSlures, fome of which 
are allowed by the connoifleurs to be ex- 
cellent. I will not invade the province of 
thefe gentlemen, by prefuming to give my 
inion of 'the merits or defetSls of the pic- 
tures, though I have often heard thofe, who 
are as ignorant as my4elf, decide upon the 
intcrefting fubjedl of painting, in the moft 
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^ dogmatic manner. The tejrms Contour, 
Attitude, Carting of Draperies, Charging, 
Coftume, Paflion, Manner, Groupe, Out- 
line, Chiaro Scuro, Harmony, and Repofe, 
flowed from their tongues, with a volubility 
that commanded the admiration of all thofe 
who could not difcover, that in the liberal 
ufe of thefe terms confifted all thofe gentle- 
men’s tafte and knowledge of the fine arts. 

Confcious of my ignorance in the myf- 
teries of connoifieu^jp, I fay .nothing of 
the pictures, « and pretume only to give ray 
opinion, that the gallery which containr 
them is a very noble room, being two 
hundred feet long, fifty broad, and forty 
high. 

In this palace there is alfo a cabinet of 
china porcelain, containing,, as we wei e told, 
feven or eight thoufand pieces ; — and in 
another fmallcr cabinet, we were fhown 3 
colledlion of coSrfe plates, valuable only on 
account of their having been painted after 
drfigns of Raphael. 

The country about Brunfwick is agree- 
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able. I was particularly pleafed to fee (bme ‘ 
gentlemen’s feats near this town ; a fight 
very rare in Germany, where if you avoid 
towns and courts, you may travel over a 
great extent of country, without perceiving 
houfes for any order df men between the 
Prince and the peafant. 

1 fpent yefterday very agreeably, fourteen 
miles from Brunfwick, at the houfe of 
Mr. de Wcrtphalcn, This gentleman at- 
tended Duke Ferdinand during the late 
war in the charadlcr of hiS private fe- 
cretary ; an oflSice which he executed en- 
tirely to the fatisfad^ion of that Prince, 
whofe friendfhip and confidence he ftilJ 
retains. 

Mr. dc Weftphalen has written the hiftory 
of thofe memorable campaigns, in which 
his patron had the command of the allied 
army, and baffled all the efforts of France 
in Wcftphalia. Though this work has 
been finiflied long fince, the publication has 
hitherto been delayed for political reafons. 
Tf is to appear, however, at fome future 
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_ period, and is faid to be a maflerJy per?- 
formance. Indeed, one would naturally 
fuppofe this from the remarkable acutenefs 
and fagacity of the author, who was pre- 
fect at the fcenes he defcribes, and knew 
the fecret intentions of the General, whofe 
afliftance he has probably had in finilhing 
the work. 


LETTER LVIir. 


Brunswick. 

w. have had fome mafquerade balls 
here of late. — Theeourt do not go in pro* 
ceffion to thefe as at Caflel. — Thofe who 
chufe to attend, go feparately when they 
find it convenient. 

There is a gallery in. the mafqucra^ 
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room for the reigning ^mily, where.they 
fometimes fit without malks, and amufe 
themfelves by looking at the dancers. But 
in -general they go malked, and mix in 
an eafy and familiar manner with the com- 
pany. 

I am not furprifed that the Germans, 
efpecially thofe of high rank, are fond of 
mafquerades, being fo much haralTed with 
ceremony and form, and cramped by the 
diftance which birth throws between people 
who may have a mutual regard for each 
other. I imagine they are glad to feize 
every opportunity of affuming the malk 
and domino, that they may tafte the plea- 
fures of familiar converfation and foqtal 
mirth. — In company with the Duke of 
Hamilton, I once had the honour of dining 
at the lioufe of a general officer. • His 
filler did the honours of the table ; and on 
the Duke’s expreffing his furprifc that he 
never had feen her at court, he was told 
Ihe could not poffibly appear there, becaule 
the was not poble. This lady, howeyer, 
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was vifited at home by the Sovereign, and 
every family of diftin£lion, all of whom 
regretted, that the eftablifhed cudom of 
their country deprived the court of a 
perfon whofe chara<5ter they valued fo 
highly. 

The General’s rank in the army was a 
fulficient pafTport for him, but was of no 
fervice to his fidcr; for this etiquette is 
- obferved ,very rigidly with j-efpcdt to the 
natives of Germany, though it is greatly 
relaxed to ftrangers, particularly the Eng- 
lilh, who they imagine have lefs regard for 
birth and title than any other nation. 

Public diverhons of every kind are now 
over for feme time, and the Court is at 
prefent very thin. — Duke Ferdinand refides 
in the country. The Hereditary Prince 
went a few days (ince to Haberdadt, where 
he will remain at lead a month, to pre- 
pare the garrifon, and his own regiment in 
particular, for the grand reviews which are 
foon to take place. Diligence in duty, 
^nd application to the difeiplining of the 
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forces, are indifpenfable in this fervlcc. 
Without thefe, not all the King’s partiality 
to this Prince, or his confanguinity, could 
fecure to him his uncle’s favour for one 
day ; perfonal talents and vigorous exertion 
being the foie means of acquiring and re- 
taining the favour of this fteady and dif- 
cerning monarch. 

The Hereditary Princefs has left Brunf- 
wick, and is gone to Zell, and will remain 
during the abfence of her hufband with her 
lifter the Queen of Denmark. 

The young Prince, Leopold, has alfo 
left the Court. He goes diredlly to Vienna, 
tmd it is thought he intends to offer his 
fervices to the Emperor. If proper en- 
couragement be given, he will go entirely 
into the Auftrian fervice. In this cafe, be 

4 , 

will probably, when a war happens, find 
himfelf in oppofition to his two brothers; 
a circumftance not much regarded in Ger- 
many, where brothers go into different fer- 
vices, with as little hefitation as into dif- 
ferent regiments with us. 

V The 
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The ftrifteft friemlflxip has always fub- 
fifted between this young man and his filler, 
who has been crying almoft without inter- 
miffion fmce he went away. 

His mother bears this with more cotri- 
pofure, yet her uneafinefs is caller per- 
ceived. Independent of the abfence of her 
fon, Ihe is diftrelTed at the idea of his 
going into a fervice, where he may be obliged 
to 3 t&. in oppofition to her brother,'* for 

r 

* Prince Leopold did not enter jiito the Auf* 
trian fervice ; but after having vifited Vienna, 
and made the tour of Italy, he returned to 

Bruhfwick, His uncle, the King of Pruffia, 

foon after offering him the command of a regi- ' 
ment, he went into the fervice of that monarch, 
in which he remained till the fpring of the year 
1785, when being witnefe to the devaftation oc* 
cafioned by the overflowing of a river, unmoved - 
by the entreaties of thofe who endeavoured to 
difluade him from fo hazardous an enterprife, 
he embarked in a fmall boat with three wa- 
termen, to relieve the inhabitants of a village 
furrounded by the waters. But before he 
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whom-- 1 find flie has the greatell afFc(Sllon 
as well as the highe{t_ admiration. 

I was. not furprifed to hear her fpeak of 
him as the greateft man alive; but ihe ex> 
tends her eulogium to the qualities of his , 
heart, ;in which Ihe is not joined by the 
opinion of all the world. •— She, however, 
dwells particularly on' this, calling him 
the worihieft of men, the . firraeft friend, 
and the kindeft of brothers : — and as, (he 
founds her opinion on her own experience 

reached them the boat was drove with violence 
againft a tree, and o^erfct ; the three boatmen 
were faved. This amiable Prince alone, being 
earned down by the impetuofity of the current, 
periflied in the fight of thofe he attempted to 
preferve, difplaying in his death an heroic in- 
ftance of that benevolence which had appeared 
confptcnous through the whole of his life. 

• That ingenious artift Mr. Northcote, who fo ~ 
fuccefsfully painted the worwierful efcape of 
Captain Inglefield, has fince, with equal, if not 
fuperior energy, finifiied a pifture reprefenting } 

the death of Prince Leopold of Bnmlwick, 

I 

■ I 
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alone, (he has the greateft reafon to think 
as {he does ; for \}j every account, the 
King has always behaved with high regard 
and undeviating tendernefs to her. 

The departure of Prince Leopold hai 
revived this Princefs’s afflii^ion for the un- 
timely fate of two of her fons. Chie died 
in the Ruffian camp at the end of the cam- 
paign of 1769, in which he had ferved with 
great diftin^ion as a volunteer ; the other 
was killed in a - (kirmilh towards the end of 
the laft war ; having received a {hot in hrj 
throat, he died of the wound fifteen days 
after, much regretted by the' army, who had 
formed a high idea of the rifing merit of 
this gallant youth. 

He wrote a letter to his mother in the 
morning of the day on which he died. In 
this letter he regrets, that he {hould be 
flopped fo foon in the courfe of honour, 
and laments that he had not been killed in 
fome memorable adlion, which would have 
faved his name from oblivion, or in atchiev- 
ing fomething worthy of the martial fpirit 
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of his family. He cxpreffes fatisfa£lion, 
however, that his memory would at leaft 
be dear to fome friends, and that he was 
certain of living in his mother’s afFedlions 
while fhc fhould exift. He then declares 
his gratitude to her for all her care and ten- 
^ernefs, and concludes with thefe expref- 
fions, which I tranflate as near as 1 can re- 
member — I wiftied the Duchefs to repeat 
them ; but it was with difficulty, and eyes 
overflowing, that flie pronounced them 
once : — “ My eyes grow dim — I can fee no 
“ longer — happy to have employed their 
*• laft light in bxpreffing ray duty to ray 
mother. ” 
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LETTER LIX. 


Hanover. 

^I^HE Duke of Hamilton having deter- 
mined to pay his refpe£ls to the Queen 
of Denmark, before he left this country, 
chol'e to make his viht while the Hereditary 
Prijicef> was with Ikt fider. 

I accompanied him to Zcl!, and next 
day waited on the Count and Countefs 
Dean, to let them know of the Duke’s 
arrival, and to be informed vvhfn we could 
have the honour of being prefented to the 
Queen. They both belong to the Pi inccfs 
of Brunfwick’s family, and while I was at 
breakfaft with them, her Royal Highnefs 
entered the room and gave me the informa- 
tion I wanted. > 

Before dinner, I returned with the Duke 
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to the caftle, where we remained till Tate 
in the evening. There was a concert of 
mufic between dinner and fupper, and the 
queen feemed in better fpirits. than could 
have been expe(5ted. 

Zell is a fmall town, without trade or 
manufactures ; the houfes are old, and of 
a mean appearance, yet the high courts of 
appeal for all the territories of the Electoral 
Houfe of Brunfvvick Lunenburg are held 
here; the inhabitants derive their principal 
means of fubfillence from this circum- 
flance. 

This town was feverely haralTed by the 
French army at the beginning of the late 
war, and was afterwards pillaged, in re- 
venge for llie fuppofed infra<3ion of the 
treaty of Clofter-Seven. The Duke de Rich- 
lieu had his head- quarters here, when 
Duke Ferdinand re-affembled the troops 
who had been difarmed and difperfed im- 
mediately after that convention. 

The caftle is a flately building, fur- 
rounded by a moat, and flrongly fortified. 
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It 'Was formerly the refidence of the Dukes 
of Zell, and was repaired lately by order of 
the King of Great Britain for the reception 
of his unfortunate fifter. The apartments 
are fpacious and convenient, and now hand- 
fomely furnlfhed. 

> The officers of the Court, the Queen’s 
maids of honour, and other attendants, have 
a very genteel appearance, and retain the 
moft refpedtful attachment to their ill-faicd 
miftrefs. The few days we remained at Zell 
were fpent entirely at Court, where every 
thing feemed to be arranged in the ftyle of 
the other fmall German courts, and nothing 
wanting to render the Queen’s fituation as 
comfortable as circumftances would admit. 
But by far her greateft confolation is the 
company and converfation of her fifter. 
Some degree of fatisfac^ion appears in her 
countenance while the Princefs remains 
at ZeH ; but the moment flie goes away, 
the Queen, as we were informed, be- 
comes a prey to deje«Stion and defpon- 
dency. The Princefs exerts herfelf to prevent 
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this, and devotes to her After all the time 
fhe can fpare from the duties /he owes to 
her own family. Unlike thofe who take 
the firft pretext of breaking connedtions 
\vhich can no longer be of advantage, 
this humane Piincefs has difplayed even 
more attachment to her After Ance her 
misfortunes, than (he ever did while the 
Queen was in the meridian of her profperity. 

The youth, the agreeable countenance, 
and obliging manners of the Qiiecn, have 
conciliated the minds of every one in this 
country. Though fhe was in perfedt health, 
and appeared cheerful, yet, convinced that 
her gaiety was aflumed, and the efFedl of 
a ftrong effort, I felt an impreffion of 
melancholy, which it was not in my pow'cr 
to overcome all the time we remained 
at Zell. 

From Zell we went to Hanover, and 
on the evening of our arrival, had the 
pleafure of hearing Handel’s Meffiah per- 
formed. Some of the beft company of this 
■ place were aflembled on the occaAon, and 


Digitized by Google 


MA^'KEES IK FRANCE. 8l 

we were made acquainted with old 
Field-Marlhal Sporken, and other people 
of diftindlion. Hanover is a neat, thriving, 
and agreeable city. It has more the air of 
an Englifh town than any other I have 
feen in Germany, and the Englifh manners 

r 

and cuftoms gain ground every day among 
the inhabitants. The genial influence ^of 
freedom has extended from England to this 
place. Tyranny is not felt, and eafe and 
fatisfaiStion appear in the countenances of ' 
,the citizens. 

This town is regularly fortified, and all 
the works are in exceeding good order. 
The troops are fober and regular, and 
perform every eflential part of duty well, 
though the difcipline is not fo rigid as in. 
fome other parts of Germany. Marfliai 
Sporken, who is the head of the army, 
is a man of humanity ; and though the 
foldiers are feverely puniflied for real 
crimes by the fentence of a court martial, 
he does not permit his officers to order 
them to be caned for trifles. Caprice is 

D * 
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too apt to blend itfelf with this met|jod of 
punifhing, and men of cruel difpofitions^ 
are prone to indulge this diabolical pro- 
penfity^ under the pretence of zeal for 
difcipline. 

The Hanoverian infantry are not fo tall 
as fome of the other German troops, owing^ 
to this, that nobody is forced into the 
fervice, the foldiers are all volunteers; 
whereas, in other parts of Germany, the 
Prince picks the ftouteft and tailed of the 
pcafants, and obliges them to become foU 
diers. It is allowed, that in adfion no troops, 
can behave better than the Hanoverians;, 
and it is certain, that defertion is not fo 
frequent among them as among other 
German troops, which can only be ac- 
counted for by their not being prefled into- 
the fervice, and their being more gently 
ufed when in it. 

It is not the mode here at prefent,^ to lay 
fb much ftrefs on the tricks of the exercife 
as formerly. The officers in geiieral feemto 
defpife many minutix, which are thought 
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the highefl importance in fome other fer- 
vices. It is incredible to what a ridiculous 
length this matter is puflied by fome . 

At a certain parade, where tlie Sovereign 
himfelf was prefent, and many officers af- 
fembled, I once ftw a corpulent general-of- 
ficer ftart fuddenly, as if he had feen 
fomething preternatural. He immediately 
waddled towards the/anks with all he ex- 
pedition of a terrified gander. I could not 
conceive what had put his Excellency into a 
commotion fo little fuitable to his years and 
habit of body. While all the fpe£tators were 
a-tiptoe to obTerve the iffue of this phe- 
nomenon, he arrived at the ranks, and 
« 

in great wrath, which probably had been 
augmented by the heat acquired in his 
Gourfe, he pulled off one of the fo Idler’s 
hats, which it feems had not been properly 
cocked, and adjufted it to his mind. Having 
regulated the military difeipline in this im- 
portant particular, he returned to the Prince's 
iright hand, with a ftrut expreflive of the 
higheft fclf-approbalion. 
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Two (lays after our arrival here, I walked 
to Hernhaufen, along a magnificent avenue, 
as broad, and about double the length of 
the mall at St. James’s. The houfe irfelf 
has nothing extraordinary in its appearance ; 
but the gardens are as fine as gardens planned 
in the Dutch tafte, and formed on ground 
perfeflly level, can be. The orangery is 
reckoned equal to any' in Europe. Here 
is a kind of rural theatre, where plays may 
be a£led during the fine weather. There 
is a fpacious ampitheatre cut out in green 
feats for the fpe 61 ators ; a ftage in the fame * 
tafle, with rows of trees for fide-fcenes, and 
a great number of arbours and fummer rooms, 
I'urrounded by lofty hedges, for the at^lors to 
retire and cirefs in. ’ • 

When the theatre is illuminated, which 
is always done when mafquerades are given, 
it muft have a very fine efFe<Sf. The groves, 
arbours, and labyrinths, feem admirably 
calculated for all the purpofes of this 
amufement. * 

In thefe gardens are feveral large re- 
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fervoirs and fountains, and, on one fide, 
a canal above a quarter of mile in length. 
I have not feen the famous jet d’eau, as the 
waterworks have not been played off lince I 
came to Hanover. On the whole, we 
pafs our time very agreeably here. We 
have dined twice with Baron de Lenth, who 
has the chief dire 61 ion of the affairs of this 
eledlorate, and at his houfe have met with 
the principal inhabitants. I make one of 
Marlhal Sporken’s party every night at 
whift, and pafs moft of my time in the 
fociety at his houfe. 

The Duke of Hamilton having promifed 
to meet fome company at Brunfwick by a 
certain day, we fhall fet out for that place 
to-morrow — but have engaged to pay 
another vifit to Hanover before we go to 
Berlin. — My next therefore will be from 
Brunfwick, or poffibly from this place after 
our return. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

I 

llanorer, 

E remained a week at Brunfwick, and 
returned to this town about ten days ago. 
None of the family are there at prefent^ 
except the Duke and Duchefs, and the 
young Princefs, their daughter. 

Tlie character of the Sovereign, at every 
court, has great influence in forming the 
tafte and manners of courtiers- This mult 
operate with increafed fwce in the little 
courts of Germany, where the parties are 
brought nearer to each other, and fpend 
the moft part of their time together. The 
pleafure which the Duchefs of Brunfwick - 
takes in ftudy, has made reading very- 
fafhionable among the ladies of that Court : 
of this her Royal Highnefs gave me a cu- 
rious inflance the laft time I had the lionour 

✓ 

of feeing her. 
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A lady, whofe education had been neg- * 
levied in her youths and who had arrived 
at a very ripe age without' perceiving any 
inconveniency from the accident, had ob- 
tained, by the intereft of feme of her rela- 
tions, a place, at the Court ofBrunfwick. 
She had not been long there, till flie per- 
ceived that the converfation in theDuchefs^s 
apartments frequently turned on fubje£ts of 
which (lie was entirely ignorant,, and that 
thofe ladies had moil of her Royal High- 
nefs^s ear, who were beft acquainted with 
books. She regretted, for the fii ft time, the 
negIe6bof her own education ; and although 
fhe had hitherto confidered that kind of 
knowledge, which is derived from reading,, 
as unbecoming a woman of quality, yet, as 
it was now faihionabie at Court, fhe refolved 
to ftudy hard, that flie might get to the top 
of the mode as fail as poihble.. 

She mentioned this refolution to the 
Duchefs, defiling, at the fame time, that 
her Highnefs would lend her a book to be- 
gin, The Duchefs applauded her defign^ 
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and promifed to fend her one of the ufefullcft 
books in her library — It was a French and 
German di£Iiohary. Some days after, her 
Highnefs enquired how flic relifhed the 
book. Infinitely, 'replied this dudious lady. 

— It is the mod delightful book I ever faw. 

— The fentences are all diort and eafily un- 
'derdood, and the letters charmingly ar- 
ranged in ranks, like foldiers on the parade; 
wliereas, in fome other books which I have 
feen, they .are mingled together in a.con- 
fafed manner, like a mere mob, fo that it is 
no pleafure to look at them, and very dif- 
ficult to know what they mean. But I am 

j 

no longer furprifed, added die, at thefatif- 
farStion your Royal Highnefs takes in dudy. 

Since our return to Hanover, we have 
dined twice at the Palace. There is a 
houfehold edablidied with officers and fer- 
vants, and the guard is regularly mounted, 
as at the time when the Electors redded 
here condantly. The liveries of the pages 
and fervants, are the fame with thofe worn 
by the King’s domedic fervants at St, 


Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN FRANCE. 


*9 


James’s. Strangers of diftin£Uon are enter- 
tained at the Palace in a very^ magnificent 
manner. The firft of the entertainments I 
faw was given to the Duke of Hamilton, 
and the other to- young Prince George of 
Hofle Darmftadt, who arrived here 
days fince, with Prince Erneft 
Charles of Mecklenburg, brothers ' 

Chjeen of Great Britain, both of whbm,4ftre 
in the Hanoverian fervice. ' - 

Moll of my time is fpent, as formerly, 
at Mai fhal Sporken’s. The converfation of 
a man of fenfe, who -has been fifty years in 
the fervice, and in high rank during a con- 
fiderablc part of that time, which led him 
into an intimacy with fome of the mod ce- 
lebrated charadlers of the age, you may be 
fure is highly interefting. It affords me 
fatisfadlion to be informed from fuch au- 
thority, of many tranfa6lions in the laft 
war, the common accounts of which are 
often different, and fometimes contradic- 
tory. The Marflial’s obfervations are fen- 
fible and candid, and his manner of cOii- 
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verfing unreferved. He ferved with the 
late Marfhall I>aun in the allied army, Op- 
pofed to Marlhal Saxe, in the war 1741, 
and has many curious anecdotes illuftrating 
the charadlers of fome of the comnaanders 
* conduced the armies during that 

Ipel^rable period. He has a very high 
Ion of Duke Ferdinand’s military cha- 
isuSter, and declares, that of all the Gene- 
ris he ever ferved under, that Prince feemed 
to him to have the bcft talents for con- 
dudting an army. He fays, that as Prince 
Ferdinand had feldom held councils of war, 
-or communicated to the Generals of his 
army any more of his plans than they 
were to execute, it was difficult for tliem 
to form a juft opinion of his capacity 
while they remained with the army im- 
mediately under bis command ; but that be 
( Marfhal Sporken ) had fometimes com- 
,maHded a detached army, which obliged 
the Prince to be more communicative, and 
afforded the Marfhal the flrongeft proofs of 
the depth of his judgment. Above all 
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things, he admired the perfpicuity of his 

written inftrudiions. Thefe, he faid, 

were always accompanied with the moft 
accurate and minute defcription of the 
country through which he was to march; 
every village, rivttlet,'^ hollow, wo^i^j^ 
hill on the route, being diftin(ftly pal 
larifed, and, the moft judicious conjee! 
concerning the enemy’s defigns added, ‘with 
diredlions how to adl in various probable 
emergencies. 

Upon the whole, Marfttal Sporken (eemed 
convinced that great part of the fuccefs of 
the allies, during the late war in Weftpha- 
lia, was owing to the foreftgbr, prudence, 
and fagacity of their Generah One memo- 
rable event, however, which has been cited 
as the moft ftriking proof of all thefe, he' 
imagined was not fo much owing to any 
of them, as to the perfonal valour of a few 
regiments, and the good conduft of fome 
inferior officers. The Marfhal adiled, 'that 
his praifes of Duke Ferdinand’s military abi- 
lities did not proceed from private attachment, 
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for he could claim no fliare in his friend-’ 
fliip ; on the, contrary, a mifunderftanding 
had happened between them, on account of 
. an incident at the fiege of Calfel, the parti- 
culars of which he recapitulated, and this 
f mifunderftanding was of a nature never to 
made up. 

The liberal, candid fentiments of this ve- 
nerable man. carry convidion and command 
efteem. He is refpc£led by people of all 
ranks, and liftened to like an oracle. In the 
fociety generally to be found at the Mar- ' 
fhal’s, there are fome nearly of his own age, 
who formed the private parties of George 
the Second, as often as he came to vifit his 
native countrv. The memory of that mo- 
narch is grea'tly venerated here. I have- 
heard hib contemporaries of this fociety re- 
late a ihoufand little anecdotes concerning 
, ' him, which at once evinced the good dif- 
pofirion of the King, and their own grati- 
tude. From thefe accounts it appeared, that 
he was naturally of a very fociable temper, 
and entirely laid afide, when at Hanover, 
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the ftate and referve which he retained in 
England ; living in that familiar and confi- 
dential manner -which Princes, as well as 
peafants, will affume in the company of thofe 
they love, and who love them. 

Not only the perfonal friends of that 
monarch fpeak of him with regard ; the 
fame fentiments prevail among ail ranks of 
people in the Eledlorate. Nothing does 
more honour to his< character, or can be a 
lels equivocal proof of his equity, than his 
having governed thefe fubjefts, over whom 
he had an unlimited power, with as much ' 
juflice and moderation as thofe whofe rights 
are guarded by law and a jealous confU- 
tution. . 

The two viflts I have made to Hanover, 
have confirmed the favourable impreffion I 
had before received of the German character. 
One of the rnofl difagreeable circumfiances 
which attend travelling is, the being obliged 
to leave acquaintances after you have dif- 
covered their worth, and acquired fome de- 
gree of their ffiendihip. As the feafon for 
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the Pruffian reviews now approaches, we 
have already taken leave pf our friends, and 
are to fet out to-niorrow morning on< our 
return to Brunfwick, that after remaining a 
few days ther«, we may ftill get to Potfdam ^ 
in proper time. 

. - I fliall not leave behind me every, valuable 
cquaintance I have acquired llnce I came to 
Hanover. — We nvet, on our laft arrival here, 
with Mrv Fortefcue, fon of Lord Fortefcue. 

He has' been of our parties ever hnce, 
and will accompany us to Brunfwick and 
Potfdam. 


LETTER LXI. 

Potodam. 

On returning to Brunfwick, we found the 
Hereditary Princefs had come from Zell a 
few days before, having left the Queen of 
Denmark in perfed health. The Princefs 
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refided with her children at Antonettenruche, 
a villa a few miles from BrunTwiclc. She 
invited the Duke of Hamilton, Mr. Fo'rtef- 
cue, and me, to dine with her the day before 
we were to fet out for Potfdam. That mor- 
ning I chanced to take a very early walk in 
the gardens of the palace. — The Duke of 
Brunfwick was there. — He informed 
that an exprefs had arrived with news of the 
Queen of Denmark’s death. — They had re- 
ceived accounts a few days before that flie 
had been feized with a putrid fever. — He 
faid that nobody in the town or court knew 
of this except his own family, and deflred 
that I would not mention it to the Princefs, 
who, he knew, would be greatly afFetSled ; 
for he intended to fend a perfon, after her ' 
company fhould be gone, who would in- 
form her of this event, with all its circum- 
ftances. ' . . 

. When we went, we, found the Princefs 
in fome anxiety about her fifler ; — yet rather O 
elated with the accounts fhe had received 
that day by the poft. She (bowed \is her 
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letters, — They contained a general defcrip-- 
tion of the fymptoms, and conveyed fome 
hopes of the Queen’s recovery. Unable to 
bear the idea of her filler’s death, fhe wrefted 
every expreffion into the moft favourable- 
fenfe, and the company met her wifhes, by< 
confirming the interpretation fhe gave. To- 
me, who knew the -truth, this fcene was af- 
fedling and painful. 

As we returned to Brunfwick in the 
evening, we met the gentleman who waS) 
commiffioned by the Duke to impat* the 
news of the Queen’s death to her filler. 
— We fupped the fame night at court, 
and took leave of this illullrious family. — 
The Duchefs gave me a letter to her fon. 
Prince Frederick, at Berlin, which Ihe faid 
would fecure me a good reception at that- 
capital. - 

On coming to the inn, we found a very 
numerous company, and the whole houfe 
refounded with mufic and dancing. It is 
cuftomary all over Germany, after a mar- 
riage of citizens, to give the. wedding feafl at 

an 
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an inn'. As there was no great chance of 
our being much refrefhed by fleep that 
night, inftead of going to bed, we ordered 
pod horfes, and left Bruufwick about three 
in the morning. 

We arrival the fame afternoon at Mag- 
deburg. The country all the way is petr 
fe<Sly level. The Duchy of Magdeburg 
produces fine cattle, and a condderable 
quantity of corn, thofe parts which are not 
marfhy, and overgrown with wood, being 
very fertile. I have feen few or no inclofures 
in this, or any part of Germany, except 
fuch as furround the gardens or parks of 
Princes, 

The King ofPruffia h^ a feat in the diet 
of the empire, as Duke of Magdeburg. The 
capital, which bears the fame name with the 
duchy, is a very confiderable town, well 
built and ftrongly fortified. There are ma- 
nufactories here of cotton and linen goods, 
of dockings, gloves, and tobacco ; but the 
principal are thofe of woollen and fdk . 

The German woollen cloths are, in ge- 

• VOL. II. E 
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neral, much inferior to the Englifli and 
French. The Pruffian officers, however, 
aflert, that the dark blue cloth made here, 
and in other parts of the King of Pruffia’s 
dominions, though coarfer, wears better, 
and has a more decent appearance when 
.long worn, than the fineft cloth ma- 
nufadlured in England or France. — Thus 
much is certain, that the Pruffian blue is 
preferable to any other cloth made in Ger- 
many. — The town of Magdeburg is hap- 
pily fituated for trade, having an eafy 
communication with Hamburg -by the Elbe, 
and lying on the road between Upper and 
Lower Germany. It is alfo the ftrongeft 
place belonging to his Pruffian Majefty, 
^ and where his principal magazines and 
founderies are eftablilhed. In time of war, 
it is the repofitory of whatever he finds 
iieceffary to place out of the reach of hidden 
infult. 

Places where any extraordinary event 
has happened, even though they fhould 
•have nothing elfe to diftinguifti them, in- 
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tereft me more than the mod flourifhing 
country, or fined town which has never 
been the fcene of any thing memorable. 
Fancy, iwakened by the view of -the 
former, inftantly gives fhape and features to 
men we have never feen. — We hear them 
fpeak, and fee them a<^ ; the paffions are 
excited, the mind amufed ; the houfes, the 
rivers, the fields around fupplying the abfence 
of the poet and hiftorian, and reftoring' 
with new energy the whole fcene to the 
mind. 

While crofling the Elbe at this town 
with the Duke of Hamilton, I jecalled to 
his meifiory the dreadful tragedy which 
was a6led here by the Auftrian General 
Tilly, who, having taken this town by 
ftorm, delivered up the citizens, without 
diftin£llon of age or fex, to the barbarity and 
lull of his foldiers. '* Befides the general 
maflacre, they exhibited fuch adls of wanton , 
cruelty, as difgrace human nature.’ We 
viewed, with a lively’ fympathy, that part of 
the river where three or four hundred of the 
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inhabitants got over and made their cfcape 
all that were faved out of twenty thoufand 
citizens ! 

This fad cataftrophe fup plied us with 
converfation for great part of this day’s 
journey. It is unneceflary to comment on 
an event of this kind to a perfon of the 
Duke’s fenfibility. — Proper refle<SIions arife 
fpontaneoully in a well- formed mind from 
the fimple narrative. 

The country is well cultivated and fertile 
for about two leagues beyond Magdeburg ; 
afterwards it becomes more barren, and, 
within a few leagues of Brandenburg, it 
is as naked and fandy as the defarts of- 
Arabia. 

• * 

Brandenburg, from which the whole 
Eledlorate takes its name, is but a fmall 
town, divided into^Old and New by a 
river, which feparates the fort from both. 
The principal trade is carried on by fome 
French woollen manufaflurers, whom the 

i 

King has encouraged to refide at this town. 
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'fhe \frhole number of inhabitants does not 
amount to more than 1500. 

On entering the Pruffian garrifon towns, 
you are flopped at the fgate ; the officer 
• the guard afks your name, whence yo? 
come, whither you are going ? and takes 
your anfvvers down in writing. This is 
done in the French garrifons alfo, but 
not with the fame degree of form and ac- 
curacy. 

When the title of Duke is given, the 
guard generally turns out under arms. As 
for Milord, it is a title treated with very 
little ceremony, either in France or Ger- 
many. It is often affiimed in , foreign 
countries by thofe who have no right to if, 
and given- to every Englifhman of a decent 
appearance. But Duke, in Germany, im- 
plies a Sovereign, and is more refpe£lable 
than Prince. Every fon of a Duke in this 
country, is called Prince, although he had 
as many as old King Priam. 

We arrived laft night at Potfdam, which 
important piece of news, you will pleafe 
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to obferve, I have taken the earlieft op« 
portunity of communicating. 



LETTER LXII. 


Potsdam. 

T HE day after our arrival here, I waited 
on the Count Finkenftein, and defired to 
know when the Diike of Hamilton and I 
could have the. honour of being prefented to 
the King, requefting, at the fame time, the 
liberty of attending at the reviews. I was., 
not a little furprifed when this minifter told 
me, that I mull write a letter to bis Majefty, 
informing him of that requeft, and that I 
fhould certainly receive an ^fwer the day 
following. It appeared very fmgular to 
write to fo great a Prince upon an aflPair of 
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fueh fmall importance ; but the Count told* 
me this was the eftabliilied rule. So I im- 
mediately did as I was difired. 

Next morning "one of the court fervants ' 
called for me at the inn, and delivered a 
fealed letter addrefled to me, and figned by 
the King, importing, that as the court would 
foon be at Berlin, the minifter in waiting 
there would let the Duke of Hamilton and 
Mr. Moore know when they might be pre- 
fented, and that they were very welcome to 
all reviews. . - 

In the evening we were prefented to the 
Prince and Princefs of Pruffia, who rtfide 
almoft conlliantly at Potfdam. He is a tall, 
ftout-made, handfome man, of about thirty- 
five years of age. The Princefs is of the fa- 
ilF'iy of Hefle Darmfiadt, and has a great 
refemblance to her aunt, whom we had feen 
at Carlfruche. We have had the honour of 
fup ping with them twice during the few 
days we have been at Potfdam. 

■ The Prince and all the officers have been 
employed every morning in preparing for 
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the reviews. Yefterday, for the.fecond 
time, there were feven thoufand men re- 
viewed by the King. The Prince of Pruf- 
' fia’s fon, a child of fix or feven years old, 
was prefent on foot with his tutor, and 
unattended by any officer or fcrvant. They 
mingled without any mark of didintStion 
among the other fpeiSlators. I mentioned 
my furprife at this to the tutor. In France, 
faid he, it would bcotherwife : the Dauphin, 
at the age of this child, would be carried to 
the review in a coach, with a troop of muf- 
queteers to attend him ; but here, the King 
and Prince are equally .defirous that their 
fucceflbr fliould be brought up in a hardy 
manner, and without any ftrong impreffion 
of his own importance. Sentiments of 
that kind will come foon enough, in fpitO||| 
of all the pains that can be taken to exclude 
them. 

The troops were drawn up in one line 
along the fummits of feme hills. From 
this fituaiian they defeended over very 
unequal and rough ground, -firing in grand 
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divlfions all the way, till they came to the 
plain, where they went through various 
cvolutionsr But as we were to fet out in a 
little time for Berlin, where the grand re- 
views of that garrifon are to take place, I 
{hall fay no more on the fubje£l of reviews 
till then. 

Our rhornings, fince we came hither, 
have always been pafled with the troops in 
the field. The forenoons we have fpent in 
looking at every, thing curious in the town. 
The houfes are built of a fine white free- 
fione, almoft all of them new, and nearly of 
the fame height. The flreets are regular 
and well-paved, and there are fome very 
magnificent public buildings ; fothat Potfdam 
has every requifite to form an agreeable 
town, if by that word is meant the j[lrcet$, 
llone- walls, and external appearance. But 
if a more complex idea be annexed to that 
word, and if it be thought to comprehend 
the finifliing, furniture, and conveniencie 
within the houfes, in that cafe Potfdam is a 
very poor town indeed. 
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Tfie King having expreffed a great irr- 
clination to fee this town increafe, feveral 
monied people built houfes, partly to pay 
their court to his Majefty, and partly be- 
enufe, by letting "them, tlrey found tliey 
would receive very good intereft for their 
money. But as the town did not augment 
fo quickly as he wffhed, his Majefty ordered 
feveral ftreets to be built at once, at his own 
expence. Tins immediately funk the value 
of houfes, and the fit ft builders found they 
had difpofed of their money very injudi- 
cioufly. *■ , 

Towns generally are formed by degrees, 
as the inhabitants increafe in numbers ; and 
Mioufes are built larger and more commo- 
dious as they increafe in riches ; for men’s ideas 
of conveniency enlarge with their wealth. 
But here the matter is reverfed ; the houfes 
'are reared in the firft place, in hopes that 
their fair outfides, like the nymphs of Circe, 
will allure travelleis, and attradl inhabitants. 
Hitherto their power of attraction has not 
been ftrong j for few towns arc worfe inka- 
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bited than Potldam, though the houses are ' 
let to merchants and tradefpeople at very 
fmall rents. 

- I was not a little furprifed, while I walked ' 
through the town, to fee buftbelts, breeches, 

. and waifleoats, hanging to dry from the gen- ^ 
teeleft looking-houfes, till I was informed, 
that each houfekeeper has two or more fol- 
diers quartered'in his houfe, and their apart- 
ments are, for the moft part, on .the firffc 
floor, witlvwindows to the ftreet; which I 
ani told is alfo the cafe at Berlin. The 
King clfQofes that his foldiers fliould be quar- 
tered with the citizens, rather than in bar- ■ 
racks. . This ought to be a fufilcient anfwer 
to thbfe military gentlemen, who infift on 
building barracks for the foldiers in Britain, 
upon the fuppofition, that our army cannot 
be well difeiplined without them. For it 
could fcarcely be expe6ted, or wjfhed, that 
•the Britiflv army were under more rigid dif- 
cipline than the Pruffian. ... > 

; I imagine the Pruffian foldiers^are quar- 
tered .tn private houfes rather than barracks, 
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from *confiderations diametrically oppofite 
to thofe which produce the fame effedl in 
England. — The Briti(h parliament have al- 
ways fliown'an averfion to lodging the mi- 
litary in barracks^ and have preferred quar- 
tering them in the citizens’ houfes, that a 
conne(5Uon and good-will may be cultivated 
between the foldiers^ and their fellow-citi- 
zens; and that the former may not con- 
fuler themfelves as a diftindf body of men^ 
with a feparate interefl: from the reft of the 
community, and whofe duty it is implicitly 
to obey’ the will of the crown at ^ times^ 
and upon all occafions. 

Whereas here it may not be thought 
expedient to lodge great bodies of armed 
men together ■ in barracks, left they ftiould, 
during the night, form combinations de- 
ftru<^ive of dikripline, and dangerous to 
government. This cannot happen in the 
day-time, becaufe then the officers are pre- 
fent, and the foldiers are not allowed even 
to fpeak to each ofter when under arms ; 
and while off dirty, their time is wholly 
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filled up in cleaning their ^ms, 'Accoutre- 
ments, and clothes, and preparing for the 
next guard. — I imagine thefe may be part, . 
at leafi, of the reafons v^hich induce the 
King of Pruifia to prefer quartering his 
men in private houfes ; for in all other 
refpedls, lodging them together in barracks 
would be more convenient, and more agree- 
able to the genius of his government. 

The palace at Poifdam, or what they 
call the cafile, is a very noble building, 
with magnificent gardens adjacent. I (hall 
not Sljk’ouble you with a defcription of either; 
only it (Iruck me as a thing rather uncom- 
mon in a palace, to find the (ludy by far 
the fined apartment in it. The ornaments 
of this are of maify filver. The writing- 
de(k, the embelliihments of the table, anil 
the accommodations for the books, were 
all in fine tafie. 

The perfon who attended us, a(ked if 
we had any defire to fee his Majcfty’s 
wardrobe ? — On being anfwered in the af- 
firmative^/ he cohdudted us to the chamber 
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where the monarch’s clothes are depofited ; 
it had a very different appearance from his 
library. The whole wardrobe confifted 

of two blue coats; faced with red, the lin- 
ing of one a little torn ; — two yellow, waift- 
■ coats, a good deal foiled with Spanifh 
fnuff; — three pair of yellow breeches, and 
a fuit of blue velvet embroidered with 
filver, for grand occaflons. • 

. I imagined -at firft, that the man had 
got a few of the King’s old clothes, and 
-kept them- here to amufe ftrangers ; but, 
upon enquiry, I was affured, that w^ I 
have mentioned, with two fuits of uniform 
which he has at Sans-Souci, form the en- 
tire wardrobe of the King of Pruflia. Our- 
attendant faid, he had never known it more ' 
complete. As for the velvet fuit, it was 
about ten years of age, and fti 11 enjoyed 
all the vigour of youth. . Indeed, if the 
moths' fpare it as much as his Majefty has 
done, it may laft the age of Methufalem.— 

' In the fame room, are fome ftandards Be- 
longing to the cavalry. Inilead of the 
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ufual fquare flag, two or three of thefe 
have the figures of eagles in carved filver 
fixed on a pole. 

* In the bed-cliamber where the late King 
died, k the lower part- of the, window 
which looks into the garden, four panes 
have been removed, and a piece of glafs, 
equal in fize to all the four, fupplies their 
place. We were informed that his late 
Majefty’s fupreme delight through life had 
been to fee his troops exercife, and that he 
had retained this palTion till his laft breath.’ 
When he was confined to his room by his 
laft illnefs, he ufed to fit and view them 
through the window, which had been 
framed in this manner, that he mi^ht en- 
joy thefe dying contemplations with .the 
greater conveniency. Becoming gradually 
weaker by the increafing diftemper, Ke 
could not fit, but was obliged to lie on a 
couch through the day. When at any time 
he was uncommonly languid, they taifed 
his head to the window, and a fight of the 
men under arras was perceived to operate 
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like a cordial, and revive his fpirits. — By 
frequent repetition, howqyer, even this cor- 
dial loft its efFe(Sl. — His eyes became dim — 
when his head was raifed, he could no 
longer perceive the foldiers, and he ex- 
*pired. 

This was feeling the ruling paftion as 
ftrong in death as any man ever felt it. 




LETTER LXIlt. 

* 

9 

J*olsdain. 

I Have been twice or thrice at Sans- 
Souci, which is at a fmall diftance fron;i 
Potfdam. The King lives conftantly at 
the Old Palace, except when fome people 
of very great diftin(^ion come to refide with 
him for fome days. He then receives them 
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at tlie New Palace, and remains there him- 
felf during their ftay. 

The gallery contains a great colledlion 
of paintings, lome of them originals, highly 
efteemed. — The moll valuable arc of the ^ 
Flemifh fchool. — Some people who pafs 
for connoiffeurs, and for aught 1 know 
may be what they pretend, affert, that the 
King has not a juft tafte in painting, which 
appears by his porchaftng a great many 
very indifferent pidlures. Whatever m:^y 
be in that, it is certain that his Majcfty 
does not give the leaft importance to the 
opinion of thcfe connoiffeurs; but buys, 
admires, and avows his admiration of fuch 
pieces as appear excellent in hiS own eyes, 
without regarding what they or others 
may think. It has no weight with him, 
that the piece is faid to be by Raphael, 
Guido, or Corregio. If he fees no beauty 
in it, he fays fo, and without ceremony 
prefers the work of a modern or obfeure 
painter. 

This is confidered by many critics in 
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painting as blafphemy, and (hocks them 
more than any other fpecies of impiety. A 
painter and great connoifleur, whom the 
King had difgnfted, by rejetSling fome 
pi(Sures of his recommending, and by pur- 
chafing others which he had condemned, 
faid (fpeaking of the King), “The man 
imagines, becaufe he can play on the 
German flute, and has been praifed by a 
parcel of poets and phiiofophers, and has 
gained ten or a dozen battles, that there- 
■ fore he underilands painting ; but fighting- 
battles is one thing, and a true knowledge of 
painting is another, and that he will find to 
bis coft. ” 

, A few years after the late war, the King 
of PruflTia began, to build the new palace 
of Sans-Soua, which is now completely 
finilhed, and is certainly a very noble 
' and fplendid work. . The offices are at a 
confiderable diftance, and are joined to the 
body of the palace by a double colonnade, 
which has a very grand effedt. The front 
of the palace feems rather crowded, by the 
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great number of ftatues which are intended 
to ornament it. Thefe are generally in 
groups, reprfenting fome llory from Ovid. 
This building has a cupola, terminated by 
a large crown, fupported by the three 
Graces. The Duke of Hamilton obferved, 
that three Pruflian grenadiers wou^d have 
been more fuitable. On the ground-floor, 
in the middle, there is a large hall, whofe 
floor,’ fides, and roof, are all of marble. 
It is called the grotto, and the ornaments 
correfpond with that name. This rooih 
can be agreeable only when the weather is 
exceflively hot. In Italy it would be de- 
lightful. The roof of this hall is low, and 
vaulted, and fupports another room in all 
refpeffs of the fame dimenfions, only 
higher. This fecond room is alfo lined 
with beautiful marble. The other apart- 
ments are adorned with rich furniture and 
paintings, all very fliowy. Many people 
think them gaudy. — It mull be owned, 
that the gilding • is laid on with a very 
lavifti hand. 
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Oppofite to the old palace of Sans-Souci, 
and immediately without the gardens, Lord 
Marechal has built a houfe, where he con- 
ftantly refides. You are well acquainted 
with the amiable chara(£lerof this nobleman. 
We waited 'on him foon after our arrival, 
and have dined with him feveral times fince. 
On the front of his houfe is this in- 
fcription : 

FREDERICUS. II. NOBIS HJEC OTIA 
FECIT. 

Adjoining to this houfe is a fmall garden, 
with a door which communicates with the 
King’s garden of Sans-Souci, fo that his 
Lordfhip has the full enjoyment of thefe 
gardens. The King has alfo a key to my 
Lord’s little garden, and frequently walks 
by this paffage to vifit him. 

We fet out for Berlin to-morrow. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER LXIV. 


Berlin. 

E arrived here in the height of the 
preparation for the reviews. Nothing wi« to 
be feen in the (Ireets but foldiers parading, 
and officers hurrying backwards and forwards. 
The town looked more like the cantonment 
of a great army, than the capital of a 
kingdom in the time of profound peace. 
The Court itfelf refembled the levee of a 
General in the field — except the foreign 
rainifiers, and. a few ftrangers, every man 
there (for there were no woj^en) wasdrefied 
in a military uniform. 

Mr. Harris, the Britiih minifier, at- 
tended the Duke of Hamilton the day wc 
were prefented to the King. A fon of 
Prince Kaunitz^s, and fome other ftrangers, 
■were prefented at the fame time. The 
Count Reufe, chamberlain of the Court, 
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named each perfon to his Majefly as he 
a[>proached. He converfed a confiderable 
time with the Duke, and fpoke a few words 
to every perfon who was prefen ted. — His 
countenance and manners are exceedingly 
animated. — He feemed that day in very 
'high fpirits, and fpoke to all his officers in 
an ,eafy ftyle, and with 9 , kind of gay" - 
affability. On their part, they appear before 
their .mafter with an eredl military boldnefs, 
free from that cringing addrefs which 
prevails in many Courts, but would not 
fucceed here. 

Xhe king was three davs at Berlin before 
the reviews began, and paffed fome hours 
every morning in the* park, where there were 
four or five thoufand men ordered daily, not 
to be exercifeS^, • but limply that the King 
might examine the ftate of each corps in 
particular : and it is incredible with what 
.accuracy and minute attention he did exa- 
mine them, the Colonel of the regiment 
under fcrutiny walking along with him, 
to anfwer any queftion, and hear his di- 
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're£tions and remarks. By this exadlnefs, 
he not only knows the condition of the 
army in general, but the appearance, 

degree of difcipline, and ftrength of each 

% 

regiment. 

The whole number reviewed was about 
thirty-fix or thirty-eight thoufand, con- 
fiding of. the garr ifo of Berlin, and troops 
from fome of the adjacent towns and 
villages. This army was in the field three 
mornings fucceffively, and the operations 
were different each day. I fhall endeavour 
to give you an idea of the plan ' of the 
lad day’s review, which is frefhed in my 
memory. 

At break of day, about eight thoufand 
men marched out of Berlin, under the^ 
command of a general officer, and took 
pofTeffion of a village, fituated on a rifing 
ground, at the didance of two or three 
miles. - ^bout an hour after, the King 
himfelf joined the army, ' which was af- 
fembled without the gates. He divided if 
into three columns. Two general officers 
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took the command of two of them ; he 
hirafelf led the third. .The whole marched 
by three’ different routes towards the village, 
where the former detachment had now 
taken poft. In the attack and defence of 
this village the review confifted. 

As the army advanced, they were can- 
nonaded from the village, but could not 
be fuppofed to fuffer much, becaufe the 
’leader of each column advanced with cau- 
tion, taking fuch circuits as expofed the 
men very little. 

At length the three columns met on 
a large plain near the village, but protc(Sled 
from the batteries by a rifing of the 
ground. Here the King' formed the army 
into two lines. While this was doing, 
they were perfectly fecure ; but they could 
not advance towards the village otherwifc 
than by going over the fwell in the ground, 
and being expofed to all the cannon of the 
enemy. This was to be performed, there- 
fore, with as much expedition as could be ‘ 
coniHleiit with good order. The right wing 

of 
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of the army made the attack. As foon at 
the fignal was given, all the drums and &fe« 
Aruck up at once. The foldiers advanced 
with a rapid pace. A numerous train of 
large field-pieces,' placed at proper intervals, 
advanced with equal velocity, and kept in a 
line with the front rank. The rapidity 
with which they were charged and dif- 
charged, as they advanced, was quite afto- 
nilhing. When the line came within a 
proper dlAance of the village, the foldiers 
began to ufe their firelocks. In the mean time 
there was a furious cannonade, and difeharge 
of fmall-Aiot from the village. The King 
was between the advancing line and the 
village during the attack. When they had 
got very near the hedges, a new battery 
opened from the village. The King gave 
a fignal, and the firft line broke, fell into an 
artificial confufion, and gave back towards 
the fecond line, which opened at feveral 
places, and clofed again the moment the 
retreating line had pierced through. The 
fecond line then moved to the attack, as 
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the former had done. This alfo feeraed 
toi»e repulfed— a retreat was founded, and 
the whole wing began to retire. A body 
©f cavalry then .appeared from the vil- - 
lage, and were advancing to charge the re- 
treating army, but were themfelves charged, 
and driven back,. by the cavalry pf the right 
•wing. 

. A body of huflars purfued alfo from the 
village, and harafled the retreating army, 
Thefe were fometimes rcpulfed by the 
foldicfs, who turned and fired on them, 
and fometimes by detached parties of car 
valry, .which drove them away. 

Xhefe various operations lafted from five 
in the morning till noon, when the troops 
returned to Berlin. — -It is hardly poflible 
lor any words of mine to convey an ade- 
quate, idea of the perte6f manr'er in which 
thcle evolutions \vere executed. The charges 
made b^ the cavalry were praifed by the 
King hiinfelf. I had never fecn fo great n 
body together, and had no idea that it was 
poflible to charge , at full gallop, and keep 
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the ranks and diftances fo exactly as they did. 

Upon the principle, that velocity is equal 
toT weight, they endeavour to compenfate 
for the lightnefs of the horfes by the 
quicknefs of their motion. The huflars 
in the Pruffian army are taught, not only 
to'Tiarafs a retreating army in detached 
parties, but to charge like heavy cavalry * 
in a large body. The Iat.e General Seidlitz, 
who had the reputation of being the bell 
officer of cavalry in Europe, brought the 
Prulfian dragoons to a wonderful degree 
of perfcdlion and it is faid that he gained 
the battle of Rofbach by one brilk charge. 
Ever fince, the King of Prulfia has 
bellowed great attention on his cavalry. 
They are now habituated to charge in large 
bodies, and at full fpeed. 

The cuiralfiers ^tFe the flower of the 
Pruffian army. They are drefled in bulF 
coats, and wear very heavy iron breaft- 
plates, which cover all the fore-part of the 
body, and have been tried by mulket-lhot 
before they are -delivered to the men. 
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I neg1e<fte(l to mention, that the infantry 
were ordered to fhout as they advanced to 
the attack on the village, and that this 
pra<£lice is adopted by the Pruffians in aftual 
fervicc. The King, as I am informed, is 
of opinion, that this keepjs up the fpirits of 
the men, and prevents them from reHedt- 
tng on the danger of their fituation. There 
« a greater proportion of drummers in 
the Prulhan fervice than in moft others : 
E regulation, in all probability , founded on 
the fame principle. 

• The efvetting after the reviews, there 
a ebneert and ftipper at Prince Hen» 
ty‘s palace. The Queen was prefent, and 
the King’s brothers, Henry himfelf, and 
Ferdinand, with their Princefies ; alfo the 
Prince and Princefs of Pruflia, Prince 
Frederick of Brunfi^ck and his Princefs, 
and a numerous company. 1 here deli- 
vered to Prince Frederick the letter I had 
btbught ftotn his mother, who 1 tbund had 
before apprized him of my iotemion to go 
to Berlin. 
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Tlie King himfelf was not prefent. He 
feldom appears at feftivals. All his hours , 
not employed in bafuiefs, he fpends in 
reading, or in the fociety of a few people 
whom he efteems. The Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick is at prefent the King’s moft 
conft'ant companion, a choice which dpe* 
not more honour to the Prince than to the 
King’s difcernmcnt. 

‘ Prince Henry’s palace is one of the mod 
magnificent buildings in Berlin. No fub- 
je<ft of the King of Pruffia lives in a more 
fumptuous manner than this Prince, who 
keeps a numerous edabhfhment of fervants, 
moftly handfome young men , very richly 
dreffed. The entertainment on this occa- 
fjon was remarkably fplendid. 
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BerSn. 

TThe day after the reviews, the King,, 
attended by his nephew, the Prince of 
Pruffia, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf- 
wick, fet out for Magdeburg, where there 
is a camp of 1 5,000 men. He afterward* 
will proceed to Silefia, and his new ac> 
(^uired dominions in Poland, and is not - 
expei^ed at Potfdam for fix weeks at leaft. 

His Majefiy makes the fame circuiC 
twice every year. — Surely no King in Eu- 
rope can have fuch a thorough knowledge 
of his dominions and fubjedls as this mo- 
narch. — His abfence from Berlin has made 
but little relaxation in the duty, and none , 
in the difcipline, of the troops. The re- 
views were fcarcely over, when field-days 
>egan. There are 1500 or 2000 of 
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troops belonging to this garrifon exercifed 
in the park almoft every morning, befides 
thefe who appear on the parade for the 
ordinary guards; 

A review, fuch as that which I endea^ 
voured to defcribe, is undoubtedly one of 
*he fineft {hows that can be exhibited : but 
when a fpedlator of fenfibility refle6ts on 
' the means by which thefe poor fellows are 
brought to this wonderful degree of accu> 
racy, he will pay a fevere tax for this fplen- 
did exhibition.— The Prufflan difcipUne on 
a general view is beautiful ; in detail it is 
fliorking. 

When the young rultic is brought tO 
the regiment, he is at firft treated with a 
degree of gentlenefs; he is inftrufted by 
words only how to walk, and to hold up 
his head, and to carry his firelock, and he 
is not punifhed, though he thou Id not fuc- 
ceed in his earlieft attempts they allow 
his natural awkwardnefs and timidity to 
wear off by degrees r^thev feem cautious 
•f confounding him. at the beginning, or 
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driving him to defpair, and take care not to 
pour all the terrors of their difcipline upon 
his aftoniflied fenfes at once. When he 
has been a little famillarifcd to his neiv 
ftate, he is taught the exercife of the fire- 
lock , firft alone, and afterwaids with two 
or three of his companions. Tin’s is not 
entrufted to a corporal or ferjeant ; it is the 
duty of a fubaltern officer. In the park at 
Berlin, every morning may be fecn the 
lieutenants of the different regiments ex- 
. creifing, with the grcatell affiduity, fonie- 
times a fmgle man, at other times three op 
four together ; and now, if the young re- 
cruit fhows negle£l or remiffnefs, his at- 
tention is loufed by the officer’s cane, which 
is applied with augmenting energy, till he 
has acquired the full command of his fire- 
lock. — He is taught fireadinels under arms, 
/ and the immobility of a ftatue j — he is in-, 
formed, that all his -members are to move 
only at the word of command, and not at 
his own pleafure : — that fpeaking, cougli- 
ing, fneezing, are all unpardonable crimes.^ 
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and when the poor lad i& a$C9iBpIiihe<l lo 
their mind, they give him to underilan^ 
that now it ia perfectly, Vnown what he ca» 
do, and; therefore the fmalleft deficiencyi 
will be puniihed with rigour. And; al- 
though he fhpuld deftine every moment of 
bis tinao, and all hi»/attention, to. cleaning 
his arms, taking care of his clothee, and 
pra<SUfing the manual e^prcife, it it but 
bardy poffible for him to efcape punifh- 
ment ; and if hia captain happens to be of 
a capricious or oruel dlfpofition, the ill» 
fated foldier lofct the poor chance of that 
pofUbility. 

As for the officers^ they are not indeed 
fubjedted to corporal punilhment, but they 
are obliged to bellow as unremitting atn. 
tention on duty as the men. The fu<- 
balterns are almoft conllantly on guard, 
or exercifing the recruits : the captaio. 
knows, that he will be blamed by hit cor 
loneU and can expedl no promotiem, if hilt 
company be not as perfedfc as the othess 
coloiscl entirely Ipfes the. King’s favoux 
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if his regiment fhould fail in any particular: 
the General is anfwerable for the difeipline 
of the brigade, or garrifon, under his im- 
mediate command. The King will not be* 
fatisfied with the General’s report on that 
fubje<5l, but muft examine every thing him- 
felf; fo that from his Majefty, dowm to the 
common centinel, every individual is alert. 
And as the King, wIto is the chief fpring 
and primum mobile of the whole, never 
rclaxes,^ the faculties of every fubordinate 
perfon are kept in conftant exertion : the 
confequence of which is, that the Pruffian 
army is the beft difeiplined, and the readielt 
for fervice at a minute’s warning of any 
now in the world, or perhaps that ever was 
in it. Other monarchs have attempted to* 
carry difeipline to the fame degree of per- 
fedlion, and have begun this plan with' 
aftonilhing eagerneft. But a little time 
and- new obje£b have blunted their keen- 
nefs, and divided their attention. They^ 
have then delegated the execution to a* 
commander in cliief, he to another ^ 
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Jnfetiof rank, and* thus a certain degree of- 
relaxationv having once taken place, foon 
pervades the whole fyftemji but the perfe* 
verance of the King of Pruflla is without 
example, and is perhaps the mofl; remark* 
able part of his extraordinary charadler. 

That degree of exertion which a mart 
of a vigorous mind is capable of making 
on fome very important occafton, the King 
of PruflSa has made for thirty years at a 
ftretch, without permitting pleafure, indo- 
lence, difguil, or difappointment, to inter- 
rupt' his plan for a' fingle day. — And he 
has obliged every perfon, through the va- 
rious .departments of his government to 
make, as far ^ as. their ‘ charafters and 
ftrength could go, the fame exertions.-^! 
leave vou to judge in what manner fuch a 
nfan mud be ferved, and what he is capable 
of performiug. 
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Berlin. 

conditiort in life can be more aftive-, 
and at the fame time have left variety in it. 
than that of a Eruflian officer in time of 
peace* He is continually employed in the 
fame occupation, and continually occupied! 
in the fame place. There is no rotation of 
the troops as in the Britifh fervice. The re* • 
giments which were placed in Berlin, Mag- 
deburg, Schweidnitz, and the other garrifons 
at the conclufwn of the war, remain there 
ftill. It is dreaded, that if they were occa- 
sionally moved from one garrifon to anothet, 
the foreigners in the fervice, who are exccred- 
jngly prone to defertion, might then find 
' opportunities, which according to the pre- 
fent plan they cannot : for however defirous 
a Pruffian foldier may be to defert, the thing 
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is almoO: ImpolHble. The moment a man 
is mifling, a certain number of cannons is 
fired, which announce the defertion to the 
whole country. The peafants have a confi- 
derable reward for feizing a deferter, and are 
liable to fevere penalties if they harbour, or 
aid him in making his efcape, and parties 
from the.garrifom are fcnt after bim^in 
every diredlion. ^ 

As none of the foldiers are ever allowed to 
go without the walls of the town,, it requires 
i great addrefs Xo get over this fird difficulty ; 
and when they have been fo far fortunate, 
many chances remain againll their efcaping 
through the Pruffian dominions ; and even 
when they arrive fafe in any of the neigh- 
bouring flates, 

Nunc eadem fortuna virostot caffibus a<^os 
Infequitur.* 

0 

For there they will probably be obliged to 
inlid again as foldiers ; fo that, on the whole, ^ 

* The fame fate awaits them there, af:cc 
all the dangers they ^have efcaped. . 
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however unhappy they may be, it is 'abfnr^ 
to attempt defertion in arty other ^way thart 
by killing themfelves, which method, as 1 
am told, begins to prevaih 

In confequertce of their remaining cori** 
ftantly in the fame place, converfing always' 
with the fame people, and being employed 
uniformly in the fame bufmefs, thePruffiart 
officers acquire a ftaid, feriorts’ appearance, 
exceedingly different from the gay,diffipated, 
d^^gd air of Britifh or French officers* 
Their only amufement, or relaxation from 
the duties of their profeffibn, feems to be 
walking on the parade, and converfing with' 
each other. The inferior officers, thus de- 
prived of opportunities of mixing in general 
fociety, and not having time for ftudy, can 
have no very extenfiye range of ideas. Their 
knowledge, it riiuft be.confeffed, is pretty . 
much confined to that branch of ta(5fics in 
which they are fo much employed ; and 
many of them at length feem to think, that 
to (land firm and Tfcady, to march ere£f, to 
wheel to the right and left, and to charger 
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and difcharge a firelock, if not the foie ufe 
of human creatures, is at leaft the chief end 
of their creation. ^ 

■ The King, Rs I have been informed, ha^ 
no inclination that they fliould reafon on a 
larger compafs of thought, which might pof- 
libly lead them to dcfptfe their daily em- 
ployment of'drilling foldiers, Amounting the 
buttons of their coats, and examining the 
ftate of their fpatterdafhes and hraeches. 
For as foon as men’s minds become fuperior 
to their bufmefs, the bufinefs Wifi not be fcf 
well performed. ' Some application to other 
fludies, and opportunities o£ mixing with a 
more general Ibciety, might make them more 
agreeable men, but not better captains, lieute- 
nants and adjutants. 

.His Majefty imagines he will always tfnd 
a fufficient number bf men of a morelibcraf 
tarn of mind, and more extenfive notions, 
for officers of great trull and feparate com- 
mands, where the general muft according' 
to emergences, and the light of his owii' 
under Aanding.' He ’ believes,- alfo, that this 
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general fyftem will not deprive him of the 
advantage of particular exceptions, or pre> 
vent genius from being diftinguiflied, when 
it exids in the humbled fpheres of his fer- 
vicc. As often, therefore, as he obferves 
any dawnings of this kind ; when any offi-, 
cer, or even foldier, difcovers uncommon 
talents, or extenfive capacity, he is fore to 
be advanced, and placed in a fit nation where 
his abilities may have a full power of exer- 
tion ; while thofe muft ftand ftill, or be_ 
moved by a very flow gradation, who l.ave 
no other merit to depend on for promotion 
but aiflduity alone, which, in the Pruflian 
fcrvice, can never conduct to that rank in, 
the army, where other, qualifications are 
wanted. 

As to the common men, the leading 
idea of the Pruflian difeipline is to reduccj^ 
them, in many refpe^, to the qature of 
machines ; that they may- have no volitioqi 
of t^ir ovM, but he afluated folely by, 
that of their officers; that they may havo 
fucb a fuperiative dread of thofe officers 
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annihilates all fear of the enemy ; and that 
they may move forwards, when ordered,, 
without deeper reafoning or more concern^ 
than the firelocks they carry aJong witK 
them. 

Confidering the length to which this 
fyftera is carried, it were to be wiihed 
that it could be carried dill further, and 
that thofe unhappy men, while they re- 
tained the faculties of hearing and obeying 
orders, could be deprived of every other 
kind of feeling. 

The common ftate of llavery in Alla, 
or that tb which people of civil profeCt 
lions in the moft defpotic countries arf 
.fubjedl, is freedom in comparifon of this 
kind of military llavery. former are 

not continually under the eyes of their 
tyrants, but for long intervals of time 
many enjoy life without reftraint, and 
as their tafte di(Slates ; but all the foreign 
foldlers in this fervice, and thofe of the 
natives, who are fufpc<St^ of any inten- 
tion to defert, and confequently nevec 
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allowed furloughs, are always under the 
eye of fome-body, who has the 'powefj 
and too often the inclination, to controuF 
every action of their bodies, and every 
defire of their hearts* ' 

Since fuch a number of fnen all oter 
Europe ate doomed to this ftate of con-* 
firaint, it is much to be lamented that/ 
from the nature of the fervice, the doorri 
fliould fall on the ufefulj induftrious' pea-^ 
fantry, who, when uncontrolled by cruel 
and abfurd policy, pafs their days in cheer-* 
fulnefs, tailing every real pleafure without 
the naufea of fatiety, or tlie flings of re- 
morfe, and -perhaps, of all mankind, have 
the greatell enjoyment of life. Thefum-. 
total of happigefs, defiroyed by removing 
men from this fituation into a flate of 
mifery, mnll be infinitely greater than if 
many of the ufelefs, wealthy, and luxu- 
rious could be tranllated into the fame 
ftate. This would not be annihilating 
happinefs, but gply fhifting the fcene of 
the wretched. Such recruits would only 
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be harafled by the caprices of others in- 
Aead of their own; — plagued with the 
manual excrcife, inftead of being tortured 
by peevilhnefs and difguft ; — laid up in 
confequence of running the gantlet, in- 
ftead of being laid up with the gout 
and, finally, knocked down by a cannon- 
ball, inftead of being killed by a fit of the 
apoplexy or a furfeit. 


LE 
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Berlin. 

_ * \ 

Instead of troubling you with any 
more obfervations of my own, on the. 
nature of the Prufiian difeipline, or the 
principles on which it is founded, I fhall. 
give you the fubftance of fome converfa- 
tions I have had on that fubje^ with A. 
Prufiian officer of character. 
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Walking one morning in the jKirk, we 
(iw a poor fellow fmartly caned, ^or 
other reafon, but becaufe he djd, not 
turn the ram- rod into bis piece with Cb 
much celerity as the reft pf the platoon. 

1 turned away with indignation, from the 
fight, which the ofiScer obferving, faid,. 
You think the punifhment ton fevere foe 
the crime ! — There was no crim/e, faid I 
the ram-rod llipt through his fingers by 
accident, and it is not ppifible to imagine, 
that the man had any intention to perform 
' this important motion lefs rapidly than 
his comrades. Every thing moft be^con- 
fidered as of importance by a foldier, re- 
plied my Pruffian acquaintance, which his 
officer orders him to do. In all probability, 
tjie fault was. involuntary ; bigt It is noit 
always polEhle to diftinguiflt involuntary, 
fiiults fronti thofe that happen through neg-^’ 
ligencQ. To prevent any. map from hop*., 
in^ that his negligence will be forgiven*as 
involuntary, all blunders are punifhetk. 
fjom whatever caufe they happen,; tbet 
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^nfequence of which is, that every man 
is more attentive and alert than he would 
<>therwife be. I remember, added he, that 
it was very ufual on field-days for the dra- 
goons to have their hats blown off. Nobody 
fufpefted that they had bribed the wind to 
|>lay this trick ; yet a general officer being 
put out of humour by the frequency of thfe 
aecident, gave orders to punilh every man 
to whom it IhOuld happen ; and fince that 
wdcr was put in force, the hats have been 
much feldomer blown off. 

rj . 

I then mentioned a fadl which appeared 
to me ftill more extraordinary. A huflar, 
at the laft review, had fallen from his 
liorfe at full gallop, and was fo much 
bruifed, that it was ibund neceffary to carry 
him to the hofpital ; and I had been affured, 
that as foon as the man (hould be perfedlly 
recovered, he would certainly be punifhed 
for having fallen. Now, continued I, 
though a man may be a little carelefs about 
his hat, “it cannot be imagined, that this 
huffar was not feribufly inclined to keep hts 
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feat; for, by falling, he might have broke 
his neck, or have been trod to death : or, 
even if you chufe to fuppofe that he did 
not ride with all the attention he ought, 
yet, as he received one fevere punifhment 
by the fall, it would be cruel to infli6l an- 
other. I have nothing to oppofe to the 
folidity of your argument, replied the Pruf- 
fian, but that General Seidlitz, who was the 
heft officer of cavalry in the world, firft 
introduced this piece of cruelty, fince 
which it is certain, that the men have 
not fallen fo. often. The King imagines, 
continued the *Pruffian, that difcipline is 
the foul of an army ; that men in the dif- 
ferent nations of Europe are,' in thofe 
qualities which are thought neceflary for 
a foldier, nearly on a par ; that in two 
armies of equal numbers, the degrees of 
difcipline wi]l determine how far one is 
fuperior to the other. His great obje£f, 
therefore, is to keep his own army at the 
higheft poffible degree of perfedlion in this 
clTential point. If that could be done by 
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gentle means, undoubtedly he would pre- 
fer them. — He is not naturally of a cruel 
dlfpofition.-^His general conduct to officers 
of rank proves this. — Finding that the 
hopes of promotion, and a fenfe of ho- 
nour, are fufficient motives to prompt 
them to theit* duty, he never has had re- 
courfe, except in cafes of treachery, to 
any higher punifhment than difmiffing 
tliem. In fome remarkable inftances, he 
has difplayed more mildnefs than -.is ufual 
in any other fervice. .Some of his Gene- 

i 

rals have^ allowed towns of the greatefl: im- 
portance tp be taken by furprife ; others 
]iave loft entire armies ; yet he never was 
influenced by popular clamour, or by the 
ruinous condition of his own aflPairs in 
confequence of thpfe lofles, to put any of 
the unfortunate generals to death. And 
when any of them have been fpfpended 
for a certain time, or declared, by the 
decree of a .court-martial, incapable of a 
military command under him, he has never 
aggravated the fentence by any opprp- 
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brious commentary,’ but has rather al- 
leviated it by fome claufe or raeffage, 
which fpared the honour of the condemned 
general. 

The common foldiers cannot be kept to 
their duty by mild treatment. Severe and 
immediate corporal puniflifnent is found 
abfolutely neceffary. — Not to nfe it at 
all, or to ufe it in a degree incapable 
of producing the full efFefl, would be 
weaknefs. Soldiers are fometimes punifh- 
ed for flips, which perhaps all their at- 
tention cannot prevent; becaufe, though 
it is impoflible to afeertam, that any 
particular man could have avoided them, 
yet experience has taught, that, by punifli- 
ing cvlry blunder, fewer are committed 
on the whole. This fufliciently juftifies 
the pra^ice of what you call cruelty, but 
which is in reality falutary difcipline ; for 
an individual fuffering unjuflty is not fo 
great an evil in an army, as the permitting 
negligence to pafs unpuniflied. To allow 
ten guilty mot to efcape, rather than 

rifls. 
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rifk he puniflimeat ot one innocent perfon, 
may be a good maxim in , morality, or 
in civil government, but the reverfe will, 
be found preferable in military difciplioe. 

When the Pruflian had hniflied his 
difcoupfe, I faid. You feempito negledt 
*all thofe incitements which are fuppofecl. 
to influence the minds of foldiers ; the 
love of glory, the love of country you. 
count as mothing. You addrefs yourfelf 
to no palEon but one.— Fear is the only, 
inftrumcnt by which you compel your . 
common men to deeds of intpepidity, • 
Never mind the inlfrument, replied the 
PrulHan, but look to .the effedl. 

I am -coovinced, anfwered I, that Britifli 
foldiers, with that degree of difcipline. 
which fubfxfts in our army, which is 
not near fo rigid as yours, animated by, 
their native courage, and the intereft which , 
even the common men take in all their- 
country’s quarrels, are at lead equal to 
any other troops. • 

I hope, faid he, the experiment w’ill 
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not l>e made foon, for I efteem your y 
nation, and ihould be forry to fee your, 
troops oppofed to ours in the field: but 
till they are, you cannot be fare of the- 
juftnefs of your afiertion. The advantages 
you gained ^%ver the French in the late 
war rather makes for my argument, be- 
caufe the Frendi army is more remifs in 
the article of dilcipline than yours. 

I then returned to my old ground, the 
cruelty of haraffing and tormenting men 
without intermiffion ; and aflerted, that the 
advantages arifing from fuch excelfive feve- 
rky, even though they fiiould be as great as 
he reprefented, could not form a fufficient 
reafon for rendering the lives, of fo many 
men miferable. . , . . 

I do not know that they are miferable, 
replied he. — When men are but indiffer 
rently fed, forced to perform very hard 
duty, certain of being feverely punifiied for 
the fmalleft faults, and foraetimes even for 
their misfortunes, can you doubt, faid I, 
that thefe men are miferable ?— They do not 
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N feem miferable, replied he, they bear k very 
well. — ' — And would you, added I, have 
the lefs remorfe in tormenting men, becaufe 
they have the ftrength of mind to bear 
it well ? ' X 

I then told him a (lory I had heard of an 
Englifh failor, who was tried for a robbery 
he had committed on the highway. While 
his doom was pronouncing, he raifed a piece 
of rolled tobacco to his mouth, and held it 
between his teeth till he heard the fentence 
of death paffed on him. He then bit off a 
piece of the tobacco, and began to chew it 
with great unconcern. Sirrah, faid the 
judge, piqued at the man’s indifference, do 
you know that you are to be hanged in a 
very Ihprt time ? — So I hear, faid the failor, 
fquirting a little tobacco juice from his 
mouth. — Do you know, rejoined the judge, 
where you will go when you’die ? — I cannot 
tell indeed, an’t pleafe your honour, faid the 
failor. — Why, tl^n, cried the judge, with a 
tremendous voice, I will tell you : You will 
go to hell, you villain, and there be burnt to 
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3]! eternity. — If I fhould, replied the failor, , 
with perfetfl; tranquillity, I hope, my Lord, 

I (hall be able to bear it. 


LETTER XVIII. 

* . 

^Berlin. 

j^ERLiN is certainly one of the mdft beau- 
tiful cities in Europe. The ftreets are built 
in a very regular manner, and of a commo- 
dious breadth. In the new town they arc 
perfefUy ftraight. Frederickftreet is rec- 
koned two Englifli miles and a half, or 
French league, in length. Others, which 
go off at right angles from that, are a mile, 
or a mile and a half long.»* 

• Some people affert, that Berlin covers as 
puch ground as Paris. Thefc are not 
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Frenchmen, as you will readily believe; nei- 
ther am I of that opinion, but it certainly 
approaches much nearer to Paris in fize than 
in number of inhabitants ; Berlin is undoub-: 
tedly more than half the fize of Paris, yet I 
am convinced it does not contairi above a 
fifth of the inhabitants. 

There are a few very magnificent build- 
ings in tills town. The reft are neat houfes, 
built of a fine white freeftone, generally 
one, or at moft two (lories high. Here, as 
at Potfdam, the finifliing within does not 
correfpond with the elegance of the outfide, 
and the foldiersjire quartered on the ground- 
floor in rooms looking to the (Ireet. The ' 
principal edifices are the king’s palace, and 
that of Prince Henry. Both of thefe are 
very magnificent. The arfena), which is a . 
noble (lru 6 lurc, is built in the form of a 
fqiiare. We were informed, that at prefent 
it contains arms for 200, coo men. 1 anj 
convinced this is no exaggeration. 

The new Roman Catholic Church is by 
far the moft elegant place of worfhip in iher 
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city. The King allows the free exercife of 
every religion over all his dominions. He 
thinks the fmalleft controul over men’s 
ronfcieiices highly unjuft. He even has the 
delicacy not to influence them by his example^ 
and offends no religion, by giving a prefe- 
encc to any one in particular. 

On the front of the opera-houfe, which 
is a very beautiful ftrudlure, is this in<> 
fcription : 


FFLEDERICUS REX, APOLLINl ET 
MUSIS. 

After obfcrving the infcriptions and orna- 
ments of the palaces and other public buili> 
dings, the new method of decorating the 
churches, the number of Mercuries, Apollos, 
Minervas, and Cupids, that are to be met 
with in this country, a ftranger might be led 

Ihfpedl, that the Chriftian religion was 
exploded from the Pruffian dominions, and 
old Jupiter and his family reftored to their 
ancient honours. 

•There is an equeftrian ftatue of William* 
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the Great Eledlot, on the new bridge over 
the Spree. This is highly efteemed as a piece 
of fine workmanfhip. — In the corner of one 
of the fquaies, is a ftatue of Marfhal Schwe- 
rin. He is reprefented holding the enfign 
with which *he advanced at the famous battle 
of Prague. — Perceiving, his troops on the 
point of giving way, he feized this from the 
officer’s hands whofe duty it was to carry it,^ 
and marched towards the enemy, calling out,. 
Let all but cowards follow me. The troops, 
afliamed to abandon their general, charged 
once more, and turned the fortune of the 
day. — But the brave old Marfhal was killed, 
in the eighty-Tourth year of his age. — Do 
not you think the trouble of living fo long, - 
was amply repaid by fuch a death ? 

Inftead of faints or crucifixes, the King 
intends that the churches of Berlin fhall be 
ornamented with the portraits of men 
who have been ufeful to the ftate. Thofe 
of the Marfhals Schwerin, Keith, Winter- 
field, and fome others, are already placed in 
the great Lutheran church. 
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The fociety into which *ftrangers may be 
admitted^ in this capital, is not various or 
extenfive. The Pruffian officers of the 
higher ranks, whofe time is l^ot entirely 
cngrofled, like that of their inferiors, by 
the duties of their profeffion, live moftly 
with their own families,’ or with each other, 
Exclufive of other reafons which might de- 
termine them to this, it is underftood, that 
th? King does not approve of their forming 
mtimacies with foreign mlniflers, or with 
ftrangcrs. 

The Duke of Hamilton followed the King 
to Magdeburg to fee the reviews there, and 
has' fince made a tour as far as Leipfic, with 
two Englifli gentlemen. My conne£lion 
■with him, and the letter I brought from 
the Duchefs of Brunfwick, have procured 
me invitations, which I fliould other- 
wife have had but a fmall chance of re- 
ceiving. I pafled a day lately at a very 
pleafant villa, about fix miles from Berlin, 
belonging to the King’s brother. Prince 
Ferdinand, He is married to a flfler of 
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tfie Princefs of Heffe Caflel. The Prin- 
cefs. of Pruflia was there at the fame time, 
and Prince Frederick of Brunfwick with 
his Princefs, who is remarkably pretty. 
I have the honour of fupping fometimes 
with Prince Frederick, who lives conllantly 
at Berlin. To the fpirit and vivacity com- 
mon to all his family, he adds a tafte for 
poetry, and has compoled fome dramatic 
pieces in the French language, which have 
been reprefented on a little theatre in his 
own houfe, and in private focieties at Berlin. 
-—There has been a continued round 
feafting all the 1^ week.- 

The Princefs of Pruflia gave a breakfalt 
at a garden in the Park, to which a largo 
company was invited. There was dancing, 
which continued all the forenoon. Upnrt 
all thefe occafions, I faw none of that ftate( 
and ceremony of which the Germans are 
accuTec', Thofe of the higheft rank be- 
haved with the greatefl eafe and affability 
to every peifon prefent, and joined in iho 
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country-dances, without obferving any fo^m - 
or etiquette. 

The minifter, Count Finkenftein, gave 
a great dinner and ball,- on account of the 
marriage of one of his fons. The Count 
Reufe, and fome others, have alfo given 
entertainments ; but the chief and perma^ 
nent fociety is to be found at the houfes of 
the foreign minifters who refide here. I 
have been introduced to all of them by Mr. ' 
Harris,' his Majefty’s envoy extraordinary, 
who lives here in a llyle which does honour 
to his country, and hirafelf. 

We have received very great civilhies alfo 
from Baron Van Swietet^* minifter from, 
the Court of Vienna, a man of wit and 
erudition. He is fon to the celebrated 
phyfician, wliofe works are fo^ highly 
efteemed' all over Europe. There are two 
or three general officers who are pretty 
often at the houfes of thefe minifters, and 
entertain ftrangers occaftonally at home. — 
Befides thofe I have named, there are very 
few of the King of Pruffia’s fervams who. 
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liave any connedlion with the ftrangers that 
come to Berlin. I have had the happinefs 
of forming an acquaintance here with t\v 
very agreeable French gentlemen, the Mj/ 
quis de Laval, fon of the Duke of that name, 
and the Count de Clermont, grandfon of 
tliat Monf. de Saint Hillaire, whofe arm 
was carried ofF by the fame bullet which 
killed Marflial Turenne. You remember 
the fentiment which Saint Hillaire exprelTed 
to his fon, who lamented his wound — A 
fentiment which proved, thafhis magnani- 
mity was equal to that of the hero whom 
he fo greatly preferred to himfelf- 

* Adieu. 


m. 



I 




Digitized by Coogle 



x56 


VIEW OF SOCIEVr JkinF 


LETTER LXIX. 


• ’ Bcriid. 

HEN we arrived here firft, the Queers 
lived at Mont Bijou, a final! palace juft 
without the gates. Her Majefty had a 
public day twice a week while fhe re- 
mained there ; but flie has lately removed 
to Shoenhaufen, another palace, fituated 
two leagues from Berlin, vvhere_ fhe pafles 
the fummer. Here fhe has a public day- 
only once a week. The Princes, the no- 
bility, the foreign minifters, and ftrangerSj 
generally attend on thefe occafions^t five 
in the evening. After her Majefty has 
walked round the circle, and fpoke a few 
words^ to every one, fhe fits down to cards. 
There is a table for the Queen, and one 
for each of the Princeffes, all of whom 
choofe their own parties. The reft of the 
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company prefent themfelves for a few mi- 
nutes at each of thefe card-tables, after 
which the duty of the day is over, and they 
walk in the garden, or form parties at cards 
in the other apartments, as they think pro- 
per, aift return to Berlin when it begins to- 

/ 

grow dark. On fdme particular nights, her 
Majefty invites, a confiderable number of 
the company to fupper, who then remain’ 
till midnighu 

The Queen’s Court refembles the other 
Courts of Europe ; whereas that at Sans- 
Souci is upon quite a new plan. No- 
ftrangers are received there, nor any other 
perfons except fuch as have real bufinefs 
with the King. There his Majefty is em- , 
ployed in his affairs from morning till even- 
ing, and fpends the hours he deftines for . 
relaxation in the company of two or three 
men of letters, and a few officers, who 
dine with him daily. — When he has bufi- 
nefs with any of his fervants, or with the 
foreign minifiers, which cannot be executed? 
by letter, they attend him at Sans-Souci, • 
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and come away as foon as that bufinefi Iff 
tranfadled. 

Thofe aflemblies at Shoenhaufen are the 
only eftablifhed amufement for the ladies 
of quality at Berlin during the fummer ; 
but you have frequent opportunities of 
meeting with the court ladies at the houfes 
of the foreign minifters. 

The French manners and turn of think- 
ing certainly prevail very little among tlie 
Prufllan officers ; but the ladies of the 
court of Berlin have more the air of French 
• wonaen than thofe of any court I have 
fcen. Mademoifelle de Hartfield, firft lady, 
of honour to the Queen, with an infinite 
deal of wit, has all the eafe and elegance 
which diftinguifh the ladies of the court of 
Verfailles. 

His Majefly very feldom appears at the 
Queen’s court, or at any place where 
women form part of the afTembly. When 
he inclines to unbend, his amufements are 
of a nature in which they can take no fhare. 
I once faid to a, lady of this Court, that it 
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was a pity his Majefty did not love women* 

— Confxdenng Ins time of life, faid (he, we 
could difpenfe with’ his love; but it is hard 
that hs cannot endure us. 

Notwithftanding this htimour %f the 
King’s, t|^ ladies here are by no giieans 
ncgledled by the men in general. Many 
of the i-married women particularly have 
avowed- adm'rers, who attend them on all ' 
occafions, are invited with them to all en- ' 
tertainments, fit next them at table, and 
whom the mafter or miftrefs of the feaft 
takes care to place in the fame party with 
them at cards. When a lady is not pro- 
vided with an attendant of this kind, her 
hufband, as well as herfelf, is generally a 
Kittle out of countenance, and both feem: 
rather in an awkward fituation, till this ne- 
ceflfary concomitant be found.* 

A misfortune of a very ferious nature 
happened lately to a certain gentleman 
here ; inftead of expreihng concern about 
him- or his wife, ( for he was a married 
naan, ) every body, fympathized, in the ten- 
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dereft manner, with another lady, hetwcert ' 
- whom and this unfortunate gentleman the 
moft intimate connecStion was thought to‘ 
fubfifl : they faid fhe was one of the 
worthlift women in the world, and of fuch 
delicate feelings, that her healtl^ might be 
injured Iry the impreffion the gentleman’s 
misfortune would make upon her mind • 
Being farprifed that no irrcntifin was made 
- of his Wife all this time, 1 afked if fhe 
might not aflfo be in fome meafure affctSled 
by her hufband’s difafter ?— I was told, that 
fhe was otheivvife occupied, and that any 
thing which could happen to her hufband 
was of little or no importance to her.^ I theff 
entjuired if fhe and her. hufband lived on' 
bad terms ; I was informed, that on the 
contrary, they were on the beft footing in 
the world, 4br that he was much attached 
to anotlier woimn— -(the very lady they fo 
greatly lamented j , and that his wife was 
entirely dbvoted to another man : fo the 
account between them being perfectly ba- 
kmced, they lived free of ail domeftic de- 
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bates, in a ftate of mutual negle£f, and 
engrofled with feparate paffions. 

In this country, when both parties are 
willing, and when there are no children, 
a divorce may be obtained with very little 
trouble or expence; we are frequently in 
companies, where a lady, her prefent and 
former hufband, are at table, and all parties 
behave in the moft polite and friendly man- 
ner to each other. 

have heard of one gentleman, who 
having lived in a ftate of domeftic jarring 
with his wife, got her perfuaded to con- 
cur with him in applying for a divorce— ^ 
This was foon obtained. — He then mar- 
ried another woman, with whom he was 
violently in love, and expe<Sted, as ufual, 
eternal happinefs. After marriage, how- 
ever, this paflion cooled rather fooner than 
common, and within a few months he 
became the profefTed admirer of his firft 
wife. He now faw a thoufand charms in 
her perfon and convdT’fation, wliich had 
entirely efcaped his notice, while the bonds^ 
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of wedlock fubfifted. He alfo dlfcovere^ 
that certain peculiarities in her manner, 
which he had formerly thought exceed- 
ingly awkward, were in reality gracefuL 
He expreffed his remorfe for his former 
blindnefs in the moft pathetic terms : the 
lady was foftened, and at length gave the 
moll perfe<^ marks of forgivenefs ; and it 
was univerfally thought, that he thus 
contrived to live in adultery with the very 
' woman to whom he had been lawfi^ly 
married. 

Here jealoufy is held in equal contempt 
and deteftation, and fcandal is very little 
known. People fecm fo fully occupied 
with tVir own private affairs, that they feU 
dom trouble their heads about the bufinefs ■ 
of their neighbours. If, in the courfe of ^ 
converfation, an intimacy of. a particular 
kind is hinted at between people of different 
fexeSj it is mentioned accidentally as a 
-fa£l of no importance, and without the 
faiallcft blame or ill-natured refle<Slion on 
either of the parties. One reafon of this 
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may be, that there is fcarce fuch a thing ( I 
am aflured ) as an old maid in his Pruflian 
Majffty’s dominions. ^ 

The mofl faihionable walk in Berlin, is 
. in the liijiddle of one of the principal ftreets. 
— Before the houfes on each fide there is a 
caufeway, and between thefe two caufeways 
are fine gravel walks, planted with lime- 
trees. — Tents are pitched under theft, and 
ice, lemonade, and other refreftiraents fold. 
The 'bands of muhe belonging to the regi- 
ments pratSfife here in the fummer. •— The 
company generally are in the greateft num»- 
ber in the evening, and often walk till it is 
very late. 

Nunc et campus, et arcae^ 

Lcnefque fub no£lem fufurri, 

Compofita repetant-ur hora.* 

* Beneath the grateful evening (hade, 

The public walks, the public park * 
Are affignations duly made, 

With gentle whifpers in the dark* 
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Berlin; 

INothing furprlfed me more, when I firft 
came to Berlin, than the freedom with which 
the people fpoke of the meafures of govern- 
' ment, and the condu<Sl of the King. I have 
he.aid political topics, and others which I 
fliouM have thought ftill more ticklifh, dif- 
cufled here with as little ceremony as at a 
London cofFee-houfe. The fame freedom 
appears in the bookfellers’ (hops, where lite- 
rary produdhons of all kinds are fold openly. 

The pamphlet lately publifhed on the divi- ^ 
fion of PolaJW, wherein the King is very 
roughly treated, is to t>e had without diffi- 
culty, as well as other performances, which 
attack fome of the mofi: confpicuous charac- 
ters with all thc-bitternefs of fatire. 

A government, fup ported by an army of 
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of i8o,000 men, tnay fafdy difregard the 
criticifms of a few fpeculative politicians, 

I t 

and the pen of the fatirift. While his Ma- 
jelly retains the power of difpohng of the 
lives and properties of his fubjeils as his 
wlfdom fhall diredl:, he allows them the moft 
perfe£l freedom to amufe themfelves with as 
many remarks or jokes ®n his condudt as 
thfiy pleafe. 

The mind of this monarch is infinitely 
fuperior to that goffiping difpofition, by 
which the defpicable race of whifperers and 
retailers of fcandal thrive at fome courts. 
Convinced that the fame perfidy which can 
betray a real converfation, may invent a falfe 
one, he liftens to no little, malicious tales of 
f- what has pafled in private companies, or du- 
ring the hours of convivial mirth. Any 
perfon who fliould attempt to repeat anec- 
dotes of this kind to him, would be driven 
from his prefence with difgrace. He treats 
with equal contempt all anonymous letters, 
?nd every kind pf injurious information, 
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when the informer declines appearing openly 
in fupport of his aflertions. 

This great Prince is fo perfe<SUy devoid of 
fufpicion and perfonal fear, that he refides at 
Sans-Souci without any guard whatever. 
An orderly ferjeant, or corporal only, at- 
tends there ia the day-time to carry occafi- 
onal orders to the gyrifon ofPotfdam, whither 
he always returns in the evening. In this 
houfe, where the King lleeps every night, 
there are not above ten or a dozen perfons, 
the fervants included. When you recolIe£l 
that Sans-Souci is a folitary manfion, about 
half a league from Potfdam, where all the 
guards are Ihut up, and therefore could be 
of no manner of ufe, in cafe of any attempt 
on the King’s perfon during the night ; when 
you confider that he, who lies thus defence- • 
lefs and expofed, is a defpotic monarch, who 
governs by the diilates of his own will and 
iinderftanding, without minding the ill hu- 
mour or difcontent of any man, or any fet 
of men, and who, no doubt, has many 
Inveterate enemies, you muft confefs, that 
« 
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all thefe circamftances argue great magna- 
nimity. 

Berlin, though not a fortified, is certainly 
a very military town. When all the fol- 
diers of the garrifon are prefent, they amount 
to 300,00. \In their general condu6l they 
are quiet, and the police of the town is pretty 
well regulated. Yet there are fome kinds 
of Irregularities which prevail in the highctl 
degree. Public courtezans are more nume- 
rous here than in any town in Europe, in 
proportion to the number of inhabitants. 
They appear openly at the windows in the 
day-time, beckon to paflengers as they walk 
in the ftreets, and ply for employment in 
any way they pleafe, without difturbance 
^ from the magiftrate. 

It feems to be a received opinion here, 
• that the peace and happinefs of tlie com- 
munity are not interrupted by this (pedes 
of licentioufnefs ; or perhaps it is believed, 
that an attempt to reftrain it would be 
attended with confequences worfe than the 
thing itlelf. Tliereforc nobody is allowed 
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to moleft or abufe thofe who have chofen 
this for a trade, and as little attention is 
paid to cuftomers, who frequent the cham- 
bers of thofe ladies, as if they ftept into any 
other hqufe or fhop, to purchafe any other 
commodity. 

Another fpecies of debauchery is faid to 
prevail in this capital.- — I imagine, however, 
that what is related on that naufeous fubjed^ 
is greatly exaggerated. 

The better kind of citizens and ma- 
nufadiurers live entirely among thofe of 
their own rank, and without affedling the 
f manners of the courtiers, or ftoopijig to 
the mean debauchery of the commonalty, 
maintain the decency, plainnefs, and honefly 
of the German charadfer. 

His Pruffian Majefty has applied his 
attention to no objedil wth fo much zeal, 
and little fuccefs, as to tne eftablifliing of 
commerce in his dominions. All his efforts, 
in order to this , have been rendered abortive 
by injudicious taxes, by monopolies, and 
.other reftridiions. Commerce, like the 

wild 
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wild commoners of the air -and the foreft, 
when confined or (hackled, immediately 
droops and dwindles, or being alarmed, 
Kke Love, 

r* ' , ■ ■ ■ at fight of human ties. 

Spreads its light wings, and in a moment 
flies.” 


r mi r 
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BerUd.- 

I THANK you, Sir, for the poem and 
pamphlet you fent me by — I own 
1 do not think the former a very capital 
performance; yet am not furprifed at the ~ 
great run it has had. For though it had 
contained flill a fmaller proportion of wit, 
it would have been a good deal reliihed on 
VOL. II. H 
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account of the malignity^and p'erfonal abufc 
with which it abounds. » 

, The English nation have always had a 
great appetite for political writings; but. 
thofe who cater for them have of late, 
ferf-ed up fuch mefles of mere politics,* 
as feem at length to have turned their 
ftomachs. A little wit or perfonal fatire 
is now found neceffary to make even a 
news-paper go down. The firft is not always 
at the commtrnd of the • caterer ; * he there- 
fore ufes the other in jts place, which 
anfwers his purpofe as well. 

I never had any delight in cont^plating 
or expofing the dark fide of human nature; 
but there are fome (hades fo obvious, that 
you' cannot open your eyes without o^ 
fcrving them,' The fatisfa6kion that mat^ 
f>«ople enjoy - in ! reading-. libels, : wherein 
private chanuSbers are traduced, iscof that 
number. If to be abufed in pamphlets and 
/news-papers is coufidered as adver£ity,.thc 
truth of Rochefottcault’s .maxim is uncon* 
trovertible ;-«-dans Tadverfildde nos meilieurs 


Digitized by Google 



(MAKN£BS lif »AKCB. 


amis, nous trouyons toujours quelque.chofe 
qul ne nous deplait pas. 

The common fcribblcrs of the age have 
turned to their own account this mar 
levolent difpohtion, which they perceive to 
be fo prevalent among men. — Like the 
people who provide buUs and other animals 
to be baited by dogs for the amufement of 
.the fpedlators, thefe gentlemen turn out a 
few charaiSters every week to be mangled and 
torn in the moll cruel manner in the public 
news- papers. i 

It is the favage taftc of thofe who pay 
■for thefe amufements, which keeps them 
in ufe. The writers of fcurrilous books ia 
London often bear no more malice to the 
individuals they abufe, that\ the people at 
Paris and Vienna, who provide the other 
'horrid amufement,' hear to the boars, bull% 
.and other animals which they expofe to the 
fury of dogs. . v 

• As for the Icribblers, they feldom have 
any knowledge of the perfons whofe cha- 
racters they attack. It is r far from being 
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impofltble, .that the author of the fcvere 
verfes you feni me, has no more ac- 
quaintance with tlie lords and gentlemen 
againft whomhe writes with fuch bitternefs, 
than the weaver who wove their pocket- 
handkerchi^. The motive for the fabricatioR 
of the one as well as the other commodity 
moll probably was daily bread, and this 
poetader has preferred fatire to panegyric, 
merely becaufe he knew the hrd was moft 
to the tafle of his cuftomers. 

I remember once to have been in a cer- 
tain bookfeller’s fhop, when a letter was 
delivered to him, inclohng a paper, which, 
after he had thrown his eyes over it, he 
prefented to me, telling me it was a 
character of i<ord S which he in- 
tended to infert in a certain work then 
pubi idling. fancy, added he, it will do 
pretty well ; the author is a (harp blade, 
I alTure you ; — none of my boys carry fuch 
.an edge, or cut fo deep, as that little gla- 
diator. < - 

1 found this a mod bitter invet^Ive againft 
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the above-mentioned nobleman, written with 
all the inveteracy of malice and perfonal en* 
mity, branding him as a prodigy of fenfuality^ 
and accufing him of every villainous difpo- 
(ition and propenflty that ever tainted the 
moft corrupt heart. 

This, faid I, is a much more harmlefs 
produ6tion than is intended. The violence 
of this poifon will prove its own antidote. 
The moft voracious ftomach for Hander and 
defamation will not be able to bear fuch a 
dofe, but muft reje6t it with difguft. Every 
i^eader of common underftanding will 
clearly perceive, that all this abufe has 
been ditSlated by malice and perfonal re- 
fentment. 

Then, replied the bookfeller, every reader 
of common underftanding will clearly per- 
ceive what does not exift ; for the writer of 
V that paper, to my certain knowledge, never 
had the fmalleft intercourfe or conneflion 

with Lord S ; never bore him any ill- 

will, and has not the moft diftant wifti to 
injure that noble Lord; as a proof of which*. 
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added he, taking another paper out dfh^ 
drawer, here is a character of the; fame 
nobleman, written by the fame author, 
which is to appear about a week after the 
publication of the former, by way of an- 
fwer to it. 

This fecond paper was a continued eu- 

logium on Lord S from beginning to 

end, in which \hc. 'candid author, having 
Compared him to fome of the greateft and 
mod celebrated men, and having colledked 
many of the brighteft flowers with which 
Plutarch has adorned his worthies, hp 
forms them into one large wreath, which 
he very ferioufly binds round the EngHfh 
nobleman’s brow, concluding with this oh? 
fervation ; That as' his Lordfhip refembled 
them in their virtues, fo like thfem he had 
been diftinguifhed by the muft virulent 
attacks of envy and. malice, which was a 
tax that had always* been paid for fuperior. 
talents. 

' How comes my Lord S , faid I to the 

bookfeller, to be fdedtcd fronvhis brethren 
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of the peerage, and diftingui01ed fo.reOiart 
kably by the obloquy and the praife of youti 
ingenious friend? . . ^ 

< Becaufe, replied he, this nobleman is at 
the’ head of an acStive department, and is one- 
of-thofe vigorous and deciilve ch^adters, 
which never fail to create a number of ene- 
mies and of friends. His enemies are der 
lighted to fee him abufed, and it is expedled^ 
that his friends will be charmed ta hear him 
/praifed : and between the, two, my friend’s 
, produdlions will fiBd.a brilk fale,.and I hope 
to make a tolerable job of his LortUhip ; 
which, let me tell you* cannot be done with 
every man of rank. — Lord,. Sir ! there are 
fome of them of fuch mawkifh, water-gruel ^ 
charadlers, as to interell no inorial. There 
is a man of fuch high rank 

and fuch a known name, that I thpught 
fomething might have been made of him : 
—And fo I employed my little Drawcanfii*’ 
for-and againft. him, and two very pretty 
pamphlets he produced; — but juft as I was 
going to fend them to the prefs, I happeiK^ 
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to (hew to them to a friend of mine, who is 
an admirable judge in thefe matters. — Thefe 
pamphlets, fays he, are very well wrote ; but 
they’ll never pay the printing. The peiTon who 
is the fubjedt of them is of fuch a cold, tame, 
civil, (|mtious difpohtion, and has balanced 
fo exa6Uy through the whole of his life, that 
he" has never obliged or difobliged any one. 
He has neither friend nor fue in the world : 
—every body fays, he is a good enough fort 
of a man but were he to break his neck to- 
night^ no human creature would feel either 
'forrow or fatisfa(^ion at the event, and 
a fatire or panegyric on his grandmother 
would be as much read as thofe written 
on him. 

In faith. Sir, concluded the Bookfeller, 

I took the hint, and fo the pamphlets never 
appeared. 

Though I was a good deal entertained 
with my friend the Bookfeller’s reafoning, 
yet I could not help feeling indignation at 
the literary bravo, who lived in this in- 
famous manner^ by wounding and mur- . 
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Bering, or at leaft attempting to murder, 
people’s reputations. And thofe are not en- 
tirely free from blame, who, dctefting the 
writer, take pleafure in the writings. He 
has very poffibly the plea of neceflitous cir- 
cumftances to urge in alleviation of his 
witkednefs : — • but the pleafure they take 
feems to proceed from a pure, difintercfted 
fondnefs of feeing others abufed. Many of 
thofe who cry ftiame on the licentioufnefs 
of the prefs, and exclaim againll the injuf- 
tice and cruelty of tearing private charafters 
to pieces in public papers, have the mod vi- 
rulent of thefe producdions ferved up every * 
morning as regularly, as their toaft and but- 
ter. If they would forego the pleafure of 
reading the mod malicious of thofe compo- 
fitions, the evil they complain of would 
ccafe dirc<dly. 

But it is ridiculous, and feems ungrateful, 
for people to affeid an appearance of indigna- 
tion again d thofc^ who provide for them 
one of the greated enj-syments of their lives. 
To chuckle over fcandal all the forenoon 

« * 
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with every mark of pleafure, and ^ecry it irt 
the evening with afFe£led anger, is as pre- 
pofterous as it would be in a judge, firft.io 
feduce a poor wench to fornication, and then 
punhh her for the fin. 

; You may poflibly retort upon me, by put- 
ting rne in mind of the admiration I exprefled 
of the ftyle of certain celebrated letters, 
wherein fome eminent charadlers are dif- 
fe£led, and tortured with the fcientific (kill 
of an anatomift, and the refined cruelty of 
an inquifitor. I anfwer, that I admired the 
wit and genius, but not the difpofiiion dif- 
* played in thofe letters. 

. Malice, when introduced by genius and 
wit, is often tolerated on account of the 
. refpe6f due to the introducers ; but when 
;the wretch comes alone, or is accompanied 
by dulnefs, which often happens, fhe will 
be expelled with infamy from all good 
company. 


i • ' 

MANNEB5 IN FEANCB. , l/Q 

' - ' - . . . ' . f. ^ 

LETTER. XLIY. : 

*, • * * 

Berlin. 

TT H E Pruffian army at prefent, ac- 
cording to my information, confifts of ^ 
iSOjOOO men. If twenty, or even thirty 
thoufand are deducted from this account, 
on the fuppofition that it is exaggerated, 
ftill ’the remainder *will be very great ; 
and the expence of fuch an eftablifliment, 
in time of peace, Teems to many almofi: 

A 

incompatible with the King of Pruflia’s 
refources. Although the revenues of this 
monarch are much greater than is generally 
imagined, yet the armies he has fupported, 
and continues to fupport ; the palace 
he has built, and other expenfive under- 
takings v^hich he has completed, are not 
fuch proofs of the greatnefs of his revenue, 
as of the prudence with which it has been 
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managed. Many other Princes have greater 
revenues, which, Jike water fpilt on un- 
cultivated land, and aflifttng the growth of 
iifelefs weeds, are diflipated, without tade 

I 

or magnificence, on the trumpery of a 
court and their dependents. Perhaps it was 
never known what miracles o:conomy and 
alliduity, through all the departments of 
government, could perform, till this mo- 
narch made it; apparent. 

In the King of Pruffia’s dominions, there 
are none, of thofe pods which enrich in- 
dividuals at the, expence of the public ; 
places fuited to the abilities and the luxury 
of the great, where the falary is large, bc- 
caufe the application and talents, requifite 
are fmall. If thofe who hold the moft 
lucrative places in this court, can fupport 
a becoming dignity by the emoluments of 
their oflSce, and Jay up a very moderate 
provifion for their families, it is the utmoft 
they ever ex pe6l. ' • 

All commodities are highly taxed in the 
Prulfi»if dominions. At Berlin, though 
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ttiOTiey is a great deal fcarcer than at Lon- 
don or Paris, a ftranger will find very little 
difference in the ordinary expence of living. 
There are no means by which his revenue 
can be augmented, which this King has not 
tried. He has taxed even the vanity of his 
fubje<Sls, and drawn' confiderable fupplies 
finCe the beginning of his reign from that 
plentiful fource. The rage which the Ger- 
mans, above all men, have for titles, 
piompts many of the wealthy citizens to 
'purchafe that of fome office about court; 
and although the King employs no perfort 
void of abilities, he never fcruples to per- 
mit this kind of traffic. The title, how- 
ever, is literally all that is fold, for with 
regard to the real bufinefs of the office, the 
purchafer has as little conne£lion with 
it after the bargain as before. Though 
his Majefly fcarcely ever confults with 
any body,' he has more nominal privy- 
counfellors - than any King in Chiiftcn- 
dom. 

The taxes in general are invariably fixed ; 
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but methods are found of drawing contrir 
buttons from the ‘ proprietors of the very 
great eftates, which do not affedl the 
-fmaller landlords, or the reft of the fub- 
je<5ls. The fpirit of the government, is 
not favourable to great and independent 
lords. But both the great and the fmall 
landlords are prevented from fqueezing or 
opprefling the peafants. As the foldiery 
are drawn from them, care is taken that, 
they lhall not be deprived of the chief 
fource of health and 'vigour, and there is* 
no, peafantry in Europe better fed than the 
PruflTian. 

■ The army is chiefly compofed of pro- 
vincial regiments. The ‘ whole Pruflian 
dominions being divided into circles or 
cantons ; in each of thefe, one or more re- 
giments, in proportion to the lize and po- 
puloufnefs of the divifion, have been ori- 
ginally raifed, and from it the recruits con- 
tinue to be taken ; .and each particular 
regiment is always quartered, in the time 
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of peace, near the canton from which its 
recruits are drawn. 

Whatever number of fons a peafant may 
have, they are all liable to be taken into 
the fervice except one, who is left to afllft 
in the man%ement of the farm. The. reft 
wear badges from their childhood, to mark 
that they are deftined to be foldiers, and 
ready to ferve when the ftate requires them, 
if a peafant has only one fon, he is not 
forced into the fervice, except he has th$ 
misfortune to be uncommonly (lout an4 
well made. The King, however,, endear 
vours to fave his own peafantry , and draw 
as many recruits as ^ he can from other 
countries : — for this • purpofe, there are 
Pruflian officers employed at Hamburgh, 
Frankfort, and other free towns of Ger- 
many. I have feen them alfo at Neufeha- 
lel, and at places near French garrifons, 
attempting to inlifl: men, and pick up e- 
ferters. The recruits procured in this man- 
ner, remain continually with the regiments 
in which they are placed j but the native 
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Pru/Tians have every year eight or, nine 
months of furlough, during which they 
return to their fathers’ or brothers’ houfei, 
and work at the bufinefs of- the farm, or 
gain their livelihood in any other way they 
pleafe. Here is at once an immenfcfaving 
in the expence of the array, and a great 
gain to the ftate from the labour of fo 
many men* 

. From this it appe^V that the PrulTian 
army is neither more nor lefs than a ftand- . 
ing militia, •embodied for two or three 
months every year, and then difpeifcd to 
their ufual labours as farmers* ^ 

I think this decides our old difpute on 
the fubje«^ of (landing armies and militiai 
I expedl therefore that you will, by the 
return of pod, fairly and candidly acknow- 
ledge that I was in the right, and that all 
your arguments to prove, that a militia 
could not be depended on in the time of 
a6lual fervice, ate built on falfe principles, 
and that my opinion was juft and wells, 
founded. 
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Before clofing this letter, I will inform 
you of a very lingular incident, the cit* 
cumftances of which 1 relate, not fo much 
with a defign to illuftrate the charadter.or 
fentiments of the vulgar of this place in 
particular, as to furnifh you with a curious 
fadl in the hiftory of human nature in 
general. 

I went a few days fince with Mr. Fortefcue • 
to fee a man executed for the murder of a 
child. — His motives for this horrid deed 
were much more extraordinary than the 
aftion itfelf,; he had accompanied fome 
of his companions to the houfe of a fellow 
who aflumed the chara^er of a fortune- 
teller, and having difobliged him, by ex- 
prefling a contempt of his art, the fellow, 
out of revenge, prophefied, that this man 
fhould die on a fcafFold. — This feeraed to 
make little imprelfion at the rime, but 
afterwards recurred often to this unhappy 
creature’s memory, and became every day 
more troublefome to his imagination. At 
length the idea haunted his mind fo in- 
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cefTantly, that he was rendered perfe<ftly 
Ihiferabie, and could no longer endure 
life. 

He would have put himfelf tp death with 
his own hand , had he not been deterred 
by the notion, that God Almighty never 
forgave fuicide ; though, upon repentance, 
he is very ready to pardon every other 
. crime. He refolved, thcref8re,‘ to commit 
murder, that he might be deprived of life 
by the hands of judice ; and mingling, 3 
fentiment of benevolence with , the cruelty 
of his intention, he refledted, that if he 
murdered a grown perfon, he rnight poffir 
bly fend a foul to hell; To avoid this, he 
determined to murder a child, who could 
not have committed any fin which de- 
ferved damnation, but dying in innocence, 
would go immediately to Heaven. In 
confequence of thefe ideas, he atSlually 
murdered an infant of his mailer’s, for 
whom he had always fhewn an uncommon 
degree of fondnefs. Such was the flrange 
account.which this infatuated creature gave 
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on his trial ; — and thus the random pro- 
phecy proved, as in many other cafes, the 
caufe of its own completion. 

He was executed about two miles from 
Berlin. As foon as he afeended the fcalFold, 
he took off his ,«oat and waiftcoat ; — his 

• i' . 

fliirt was rolled down below his fhoulders ; 
—his night-cap was pulled over his eyes ; — 
he was placed^'on his knees, and the exe- 
cutioner, with a jQngle llroke of a broad- 
fword, fevered his head from his body. — It 
was the firft time this executioner .had per- 
formed: — there were two others of the 
fame trade on the fcaffold, who exhibited 
an inftance of infenfibility more .(hocking 
than the execution. — While the man’s head 
rolled on the fcaffold, and the arteries of 
the trunk poured out their blood, thofe men, 
with the gayeft air you dan imagine, (hook 
their brother by the hand, wi(hed him joy, 
and clapped him on the back, congratu- 
lating him on the dexterous and effedtual 
manner in which he had performed his 
office. 
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LETTER LXXnr. 

" m- ’ ■ 

Berlin. 

The Duke of Hamilton having expref* 
fed a inclination to vilit *the court of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, I accompanied hirri 
thither foon after his. return from Magde-, 
burg and Leipfic. The weather being 
fultry, his Grace thought that travelling in 
the night would be moft agreeable. We 
did not fet out therefore till about fix or 
feven in the evening. The fir ft poft-houfe 
is four German miles from Beilin ; but as 
great part of the road is through a large 
wood, and the night became very dark* 
the poftilions loft -their way. In a fhoit 
titne we were perfe£Uy bewildered, and 
without the fmalleft notion which direc- 
tion we fhould follow. After many in- 
effetSlual attempts to find out the path, wc 
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thought it would be moft prudent to un- 
yoke the horfes, and allow them to graze 
around, while we flept in the chaifg tilldayr • 
break. This plan was literally followed 
as foon as the fervants, by the light of thp 
rifing fun, had difcovered the path, we 
proceeded by Oranienburg and Seidneek 
to Reinfburg, which is a magnificent caflile 
belonging to Prince Henry of Pruflia. 

The gardens here are ' very extenfivc, 
and have been highly improved and orna- 
mented by this Prince, who has a good tafte, 
and a magnificent turn of mind. 

When vfc arrived at the town of New 
Strelitz, we were informed that the court 
was at Brandenburg. The Ducal refidence 
was formerly at Old Strelitz ; but the 
palace there, with all the magnificent fur- 
ifiture and efIetSfs, was burnt to afhes about 
fifty years ago. The tire having b.oke out 
in the night time, the family themfelve$ 
had a very narrow efcape. 

A new palace has been fince built af the 
. diflance of two Englifh mile$ from where 
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the former ftood, but in a much more 
agreeable fituation, being placed on a gentle 
• eminence near a fine lake ; and the town 
of New Strelitz has gradually arifen in the 
neighbourhood. 

‘After a ftiort flay at Strelitz, we pro- 
ceeded to New Brandenburg, tdiich is fomc 
leagues farther north, and within a fmall 
diftance of the Baltic. We arrived there 
in the morning' of the third day after we 
had left Berlin. When the Chamberlain a£ 
the Court was informed of the Duke of 
Hamilton's arrival, we received an invitation 
to dinner, and a coach and equipage were 
ordered to attend his Grace. 

The reigning Duke of Mecklenburg 

Strelitz is unmarried, as well as’ the Prin- 

» 

cefs, his fifter, who lives conftantly with 
him. They are both of a darker com- 
plexion than the Queen of’Great Britain, 
and neither of them fo tall ; nor have they 
much external refemblance of her Majefly, 
'except in the affability of their manner. 
'T'he Duke ia beloved by his fubje^, on 


I 


Digitized by Googie 



MAWNTOS IN FNANCE. '' Xgi >* 

account of the humanity and benevolence 
of his difpofition, which feem to be cha- 
ra6keriftic of the whole family. — After din- • 
ner there was a concert of mufic, and card- 
playing till fupper. 

• The whole country of Mecklenburg, was 
for many centuries under the government 
of one Prince. In the year 1592, on the 
death of the Sovereign, it was divided be- 
tween his tv^'b fons. The eldeft retaining 
the Duchy of Mecklenburg Schwerin, which 
is conhderably the larged fhare ; the younger 
obtained the Duchy of Mecklenburg Strelitz. 
This lad branch became extinrSt in the year 
1695, and Duke Frederic William, of the 
elded branch, laid claim to the inheritance of 
the Duchy of Strelitz. But he was oppofed 
by Adolphus Frederic, his father’s younger 
brother, and the conted was fettled by com- 
promife between the parties in 1701. The 
right pf primogeniture,' and the lineal fuc- 
cefliqja were then edablilhed in both houfes, 
and this final agreement was ratified by the 
Eimperor. 


Digitized by Google 


iga VIBW OF SOCIETY AETl 

The* country here is not a fandy flat, 
as around Berlin ; but the foil becomes 
gradually better as you^ move from that 
city, and around New Brandenburg it is 
remarkably fertile. Though the fouthern 
borders of this Duchy are flat, fandy, and 
barren, yet ail the northern part is of a 
rich verdure, finely diverfified with hills, 
meadows, woods, and feveral beautiful lakes, 
from four to ten miles in length. The 
country yields plenty of corn, hemp, flax, 
excellent paflure for numerous flocks of 
iheep, and a good breed of horfes, — ;New 
Brandenburg is a neat and thriving town, 
very agreeably fituat^.- The inhabitants 
carry on a confiderable trade in hops, 
which grow in great abundance all around. 

This country, which feems to be happy 
in its prince and other particulars, cannot 
tank among its bleflings th neighbourhcKid 
of fo great and warlike a monarch as the 
King of Pruifia. In the courfe of the late 
war, both the Mecklenburgs fuffered very 
i^verely from this 5:ircun4(ance. The Ruf- 
fians 
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fians and Auftrians, who pillaged the middle 
Mark of Brandenburg, did' f not afcertaki 
with nicety where the King Pruffia’s 
dominions ended} -and 'the Dukcof Streiitz's 
began'; but as often 'as there was any thing 
valuable to catry jlVvay,^ plundered/ both 
without diftindlion. And when that Monarch 
himfelf was driven to extremity; and obliged 
to ufe'Cvery means of recruiting his army, 
the Mecklenbarghers 'Were cajoled and fcr? 
duced by every ajt into the Pruffian fervice j 
and when; thefe methods failed, they Werei 
as it is faid, taken by force. Even atprefent, 
whenever thefPrulfian recruiting' olRcers 
know of - a- ftrong well-looking: peafant b^.- 
longing to the. Duchy. of Mecklenburg, tlteyi 
»Ce- every/. means they can deyife to feduce 
him info their mafterfs fervice.r-'rCbmplaints 
are frequently made of thefe {wadlices to his 
Pruflian Majcfty, and redrcfs will be given 
when it ihall pleafe the Lord. - 1 

The fecond day after our arrival, wefpent 
the forenoon eii viewing, every thing worthy 
of notice ignthei^own^ and dined agafn at 

VOL. IT. ' 1 ‘ 


V 


Digitized by Google 



A3EW Of MC^TY AMU 

courts' wbe^e^theFe,>f{is a more numerous 
oosnpaay than bad been day. After 

dtiiher we^^c^mpanied his Highnefe and tbj^ 
Frince^^ to :a 9 ^ffemWy :jn,.tbe town, jand-re-^ 
jmhed ta fop^at nthe eourt/.o Gnijing Supper 
thedb was a :Oon&prt. p.f vi^cal mi um^t4 

mufic. ' . . •! f., . ■ r,, 

' Having receivied overy mar^ <0^ polite 
anention fromsirhis- we )to<dc leave 

of bim and the Friocefs, and 'left the town 
early n^xt morning, and returi^ed by Qld 
Streivtz, which is not in fuoh doorilhipg 
condition, or^tuated in ft> fine a couptiiy, as. 
New Brandenburg, While Britifti fubjefSU 
pals through, thisepuntry, they will naturaHy 
with gratitude and veneration on the 
ch^^ra61eI' ofia^Frincefs whole yirtues;ate aa 
ornameot'to the Fritilh throne, and whofe 
amiable manne/s and prudent condul^l: hayo 
united the affedtions of a people divided by 
party, and irreconcileable in fentiment on 
almoftevety o^erfubje<S.' : 

On our return To Berlin, I found a lettei; 
from Lord Marechai, haforming me, thal 
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the King was expe£ted at Potfdam within a 
very few days ; that great preparations were 
making for the reception of riie'Princefe of 
Heffeand theDuchefs of Wurte'mberg, wh® 
were then both at Berlin, and were to pay a 
vifit to the King at Sans-Souci ; tl^^they 
would be accompanied by the Princeft 
Amelia, the King’s unmarried fifter, and'his 
two fifters-in-law, for all of whom apart- 
ments were preparing at the new palace, 
.where his majefty alfo was to'refide all the 
time that his iilullrious guefts Ihould remain. 
My Lord added, that the celebrated Le Kain, 
and a company of French comedians, were 
already arrived, and alfo' a ' company of 
Italian a&ors and fingers for the opera ; . and 
that both companies were to perform at the 
theatre within the palace ; that a great 
concourfe of company was exposed at 
Potfdam on the occafion ; that moft of* 
the apartments in the town were-almady 
befpoke, and, as he imagined we’ fhonld 
incHne to be there, he had engaged lodgings 
'for us,- - . .. 
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The Duke was extremely pleafed with 
this obliging behaviour of Lord Marechal. 
1 afterwards fpoke to Mr. Harris on this 
fubje6t, and enquired if he intended to be 
at Potfdam on the o^cahon ? He . told me, 
that as the plays, operas, and other enter- 
tainments, were to be given in the palace, 
nobody could attend them except thofe 
who had particular invitations ; that neither 
he nor any of the foreign minifters had been, 
or, as he underftood, were to be invited, nor 
did he hear that any ftrangers were expelled ; 

and that he imagined it’ would be un- 
becoming the Duke of Hamilton to be at 
Potfdam at that time, except he could with 
•propriety attend the entertainments at Sans- 
Sbuci.r:,...; .-' • • ■ -> ■; ' - 

: His Grace, on hearing this account, de- 
jteritiinyd- to remain, here ; , but fome days 
‘■'after, T received a letter from Count Finken- 
ftcin, "acquainting me, that he had orders to 
iinvite the Duke of Hamilton and me to at- 

' c. • • . / 

tcnd.the^entertainments to, be given at Sans- 
Souci. This afforded us great fatisfa^lion. 
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not fo much an account of the public enter- 
tainments, as becaufe it will give us oppor- 
tunities, which we could not otherwife have, 
of feeing the King of Pruffia, and probably 
in an eafier way than at Berlin. As for 
the ufual amufements and fplendour of 
courts, his Grace difplays more coolnefs 
about them than one would naturally ima- 
gine, confidering the manner in which he 
is received, his time of life, and his perfonal 
appearance. 

Namque ipfa decoram , x 

Caefariem nato genitrix, lumenque jnventas 
Purpureum, & Istos oculis afflarat honores. 

■ k 

Since our return from Mecklenburg, we 
have paffed our time almoft conftantly with 
Mr. Harris, who accompanied the Duke 
yefterday on his laft vifit to Shoenhaufen ; 
for we Brail probably not return to this 
place from Potfdam. Mr. Fortefeue fet out 
a few days ago for Frankfort on the Maine ; 
bis eafy humour, and original turn of 
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thought, make his abfence felt with pain by 
all who have tailed the pleafure of his con« 
vcrlation. 

; Adieu. 

t 


(LETTER LXXIV. 


Puudatn. 

have been here about a fortnight* 
His Mnjelly arrived at the new palace of 
Sans-Souci about the fame time that we 
came to Potfdam. The Princefs Amelia, 
who is mlftrefs of the ceremonies, was there 
to receive him. The company 1 formerly 
mentioned are all lodged in the palace. 
I will give you a fliort Iketch of what has 
palTed. 

There has been a theatrical entertainment 
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livery fecoml or thrrd day. Hw Grace atid I. 
attend at Sans-Souci on ihefe days .only* 
We drive from Potfdana about five in the 
evening. The company alTenible in one' of 
the apartments of the palke about that time, 
and walk to the playhoufe^ji little before fix* 
The theatre is very well contrived for the 
accommodation of a fmail audience* There" 
are neither boxes nor pit ; but feihicitculaf; 
benches in the front of the ftage. The fore- 
moft bench is upon tlie floor ; the others rife 
.gradually behind, that all the fpeftators may- 
fee equally well* 

A few minutes after the company are 
placed, the Royal Family arrive. The Prin- 
cefs Amelia is led in by Prince Frederick of 
Brunfwick, and the Prindefs of. Hefle by the 
Kihg. The Duchefs of Wurtemberg and 
the other Princefles are led in after : they, 
and the ladies their attendants, fit in the firft 
rows. The King generally feats himfelf in' 
' the third or fourtli. The piece then be- 
gins, and is ufually finilhcd about nine, after 
which all the company return to the large 
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apartment, where the King remains con- 
verfingi-in a familiar manner till fupper 
is ready^. He then retires, ^d goes to 
bed at) ten. ^ . 

Thofe whom the Princefs Amelia orders 
to be invited, ftaji to fupper ; and there is ge- 
nerally a pretty numerous company. — We 
have been at this repaft three or four times, 
and ufually get to our lodgings at Potfdam 
about midnight. 

Hitherto there have been no comedies 
a£ted, and 1 underhand there are to be none, ^ 
becaufe Le Kain never a^s in comedy ; and 
for another reafon, which is equivalent to 
a thoufand, his Majefty loves tragedy 
better. 

. Le Kain has already appeared in feme of 
his principal charadters. — You need not doubt 
of his exerting all his powers before fuch an 
audience — I might have faid, fuch an auditor. 
The King feemed pleafed with his adding, 
and of confequence the courtiers were in 
raptures, and vied with each other who flioald 
praife him mod. 


Digitized by Google 


MAXNllRS IN FRANCE. [20 1 

The tragedy of Oedipus is his Majefty’s 
favourite piece. This has been reprefented 
twice, and he feemed to enjoy ir very 
much on both occahons ; particularly when 
the following fpeech againft priefts was pro- 
. nounced ; .. . - 


Tandis queparrossoinsvonspouveztotitapprendre, 
Quel besoin que le Ciel ici sefasse entendre ? 

Ces Dieux, dom le pontife a promis le sccours, 
Dans leui s temples, Seigneur, n’habitent pas tonjours ; 
On ne voit point lenr bras si prodigue en miracles-; 
Ces antres, ces trepieds , qui rendent leurs oracles , 
Ces organes d’airain que nos mains ont formes , 
Toujours d’nnsBOuffle pur ne sont point animt's , 

Ne nous endormous point sur la foi de leurs pretres, 
Au pied du sanctuaire il est Souvent des traiires , 
Qui nous asservissant sous un pouvoir sacrd , 

Font parler les destii;is , les font taire k leur grd. 
Voyez , examinez , avec un soin extreme , 
Pbiloctke , Phorbas , et Jocaste elle-mfimc. 

Ne nous Sons qu’d nous, vojons tout par nos yenx, 
Ce sont lii nos trepieds, nos oracles , nos Dieux. 

And afterwards, when Jocafta pours forth 
•another tirade of the fame kind, which ter- 

■7 ' 

minates \vith thefe lines : 

' 
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If os Pr^tres ne soni poini ce qu’dn vain people pesse i 
Ifutre cr^duli!^ ioit toute Uur scieiice j 

1 happened to fit next to the Abbe Badiani, 
and, while the adtrefs fpoke this, the 
King darted up, coughed, and laughed, 
with very fignifioani geftures, to the eccle- - 
fiadic. 

But though thefe padages, and fonie 
others, feem at farft fight to be fevere 
againft priefts, the tragedy of Oedipusi 
upon the whole, does then; great honour. 
For all that is faid againd them, turns out 
to be unjud, and it appears that the oracle, 
which had been treated in fuch^fevere terms» 
was true, and that the high- pried adled 
throughout like an honed and virtuous 
jnan. ' It furprifes me, therefore, that Vol- 
taire Ihould have taken the plot of his play 
f(om the Greek tragedy on this fubjtdl, 
which has condrained him, like Balaam the 
fon of Barak, to do honour to thofe whom 
he would have been better pleafed to have 
curfed. — And the king on his part (if* 

I may prefume to fay it) could not have 
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pitched upon a tragedy lefs a-prbpos, if 
his intention was to turn the clergy into 
ridicule. 

I have no objedlion to this piece, on ac- 
count of the honour done to the clergy ; be- 
caufe I cannot help forming an opinion of 
men from my own experience : and I have 
known fo many good men of that profeihon» 
that 1 fhoutd refperSt it on their account^ ex- 
clufiVe of other reafons. 

But I own I have the misfortune not t<J 
follow this great monarch, and many other 
refpeiSlable critics, in their admiration of* 
the tragedy of Oedipus. — -The fable, in my 
poor opiniori^ is too horrible. — The circum- 
ilauce of Oedipus being married to his mo- 
ther, and having children by her, h highly 
difgufting ; and the idea it gives of Provi.* 
dence and the condu6f of the gods, cannot 
have a ^ood effei^ on the mind. Nothing 
could be more unjuft^ than that Heaven 
^ould fend a plague among the inhabitants 
of Thebes, and pour fuch vengeance off 
poor Oedipus and Joqifta, for crimes of 
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which it knew them to be innocent. Wc 
cannot help admitting the juftice of Oe- 
dipus’s reproaches againft the gods, when 
he fays, 

Le Toil^ done rempU cet oracle execrable , 

Dont ma crointe a presse I’effct inevitable : 

Et je me vois enfiri, par an melange aSrenx , 

Inceste , et parricide , et ponrtant Tertueox> 
Miserable vertn , nom sterile et fuxteste , 

Toi par qui j’ai regie des j^oars que je d^leste , 

A mon noir ascendant tu n’as pu rdsister ; 

Je tombais dans le piege , en voulant I’eviter. 

. Un Dien pins fort qne moi m’entrainait vers le crime ; 
Sons Dies pas fugitifs il ccensait an ablme ; 

Et j’^tais, malgr^ moi , dans mon avenglement, 

D’un pouvoir inconnu I’esclave et I’instrument. 

' Voild tons mes forfaits, je n’en connais point d’antres. 
Impitoyables Dienx, mes crimes sontles vdtres, 

Et ^us m’en pnnissez 

\Ve muft fufpe6l, however, that Jocafta 
was miftaken in the opinion (he utters in 
the concluding lines of the tragedy : 

Prdtres, et vons Thdbains, qni^fdtes mes snjete, 
llonorezmon buchcr, etsongez a iamais, # 

Qn’au milieu des horrenrs dn destin qni m’oppvjme , 
J’ai fait rengir les dieoz,^tu m’ont for^e aa crime 
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For thofe, who could force innocent people 
to commit criminal adllons, and then pu- 
iiHh them on that occount, were not capable 
of blufhing for any thing. 

A French tragedy and Italian opera are 
reprefented at this theatre alternately ; the 
King attends the latter as punflually as the 
former, and difplays in his countenance that 
extreme fenflbility to mufic, which forms 
part of his charafter. I Imagine this Prince 
would fucceed better in any. ^hing than in 
fimulation, if he fhould ever think it worth 
his while to attempt that part of hypocrify — 
his features are fo expreflive of his feelings, ♦ 
that the firft would be conftantly in danger 
of betraying the otherr When there is na 
reprefentation at the ^heatre, his Majefty has 
a private conctrt in his own apartment, 
where he himfelf performs on the German 
flute, in which inflrument he has attained 
thehigheft degree of excellence. — To thefe 
concerts no flranger is admitted. 

} ',~.y ^ ^ . 
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LETTER LXXV. 

* t i 

■ ’ ' Potsjattii 

HEN we firft arrived here, there 
Was nothing I was fo eager to fee as 
the Pruffian troops at their exercife; but 
the reviews at Berlin have completely fa- 
tiated my curiofity. And though the gar- 
dens of the palace are juft oppofite to the 
windows of our inn, I hardly ever go to 
look at the guaids, who are paraded there 
every forenoon.— A few days ago, how- 
ever, I happened to lake a very early walk 
about a mile out of town, and feeing fome 
foldiers under arms, in a held at a fmall 
diftance from the road, 1 went towards 
them. An oflScer on hotfeback, whom I 
took to be the Major, for he ^ve the 
'Word of command, was uncommonly ac- 
tive, and often rode antong the ranks to 
reprimand, or inftrud, the common men. . 
When I came nearer, I was much lurprifed 
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to find that this was the King himlelf. 
He had His fword drawn, and continued to 
exercife the corps for an hour after. He 
made them wheel, march, form the dquare, 
and fire by divifions, and in platoons, ob- 
(erving all their motions with infinite at- 
tention ; and, on account of fome blunder, 
put two officers of the Prince of Pruffia’s 
regiment in arreft.— In Ihort, he feemed to 
exert himfelf with all the fpirit of a young 
officer, eager to attra6t the notice of his 
general by uncommon alertncfs. 

I expreffed my furprife to an officer pre- 
fent, that the King was not willing to take *- 
fome repofc, particularly from that kind of 
employment of which he had had fo very 
much of late, and that he could take fo 
much pains with' a mere handful of men, 
immediately after he had. come from exer- 
cifing whole armies. 

This gentleman told mp, that, on this 
particular day, the King had been trying 
fome new evolutions ; but though this had 
not been the cafe, he might very poffibly 
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hive been in the field : — for his maxim 
was, that his troops fliould difplay as 
much brifknefs on a common field' day as 
if they were to engage in battle ; and 
therefore it was never known when he in- 
tended to be prefent, or when not : — that 
as for repofe, he took it between ten at 
night and four in the morning, and his 
other hours were all devoted to adlion, 
either of body or mind, or both ; and that 
the exercife he had juft taken, was probably 
by way of relaxation after three hours pre- 
vious labour in his cabinet. 

The more 1 fee and hear of this extraor- 
dinary man, the more am I aftonillit^. He 
reconciles qualities which I ufed to think 
incomp.^tibI< . I once was of opinion, that 
the mind, which ftoops to very fmall ob- 
jedts, is incapable of embracing great ones ; 
•— I am now convinced, that he is an ex- 
ception ; for wliile few objedfs are too great 
for his genius, none feem too fmall for his 
flttentifjn. 

. I once thought that a man of much vi^ 
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vacity was not capable of entering into the- 
detail of bufinefs :• — I now, fee that he, who 
is certainly a man of wit, can continue 
methodically the neceflary routine of bufi- 
nefs, with the patience and perfeverance ot 
the greateft dunce that ever drudged in a 
compting-houfe. < 

Since my lad, we have feen the Italians 
perform *, but neither the plays nor the 
operas, nor any part of the entertainments, 
intereft me half fo much, or could draw 
me fo aihduouily to Sans-Souci, as the op- 
portunity this attendance gives of feeing 
the King. Other monarchs acquire im- 
portance from their' ftation ; this Prince 
gives importance to his. The traveller 
in other countries has a wifli to fee the 
King, becaufe he admires the kingdom : — 
here the objeA of curiofity is reverfed 
and let us fuppofe the palaces, and the 
towns, and the country, and the army of 
Prullia ever fo fine, yet your chief intereft 
. in them will arife from their belonging to 
Frederic the. Second j — the man, who, 
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without an ally blit Btifain, tepelled; the 
United force of Auftria, FraUCe, KufliaV and 
Sttedcn/ ‘ ' ' ’i 

Count Neftelrode, talking with me oa 
this fubje6f, had an expreifion equally 
lively and juft : C’eft dans Fadverfite qu'il 
brille* lorfqu’il eft bien cotUprime il a utl 
reflbrt irnJfiftible. 

The evening of the day on tVhich I had 
feen the King in the field, I was at Satis* 
Soud ; for I wifli to negledf no Opportunity 
of being prefent where this monarch is. I 
like to ft'and near him, to hear him fpeak, 
and to obferve his movements, attitudes, 
and moft indifferent actions. He always 
behaves with particular affability to the 
Duke of Hamilton. One evening, before 
the play began, his Grace and I were 
Handing accidentally with Count Finken- 
ftcin, in a room adjoining to the great 
apartment where the company were. The 
King entered alone, when he Was not ex- 
pelled, and immediately began a conver- 
fation with the Duke, 
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He afkcd feveral queftions relating to the 
Briti/h conftitutron ; particularly at .what 
age a peer could take his feat in parlia- 
ment ? — When the Duke replied, . At 
twenty-one — It is evident from that, faid the 
King, that the Engiifli Patricians acquire 
the neceffary talents for legiflation much 
fboner than thofe of ancient Rome, who 
were not admitted into the Senate till the 
age of forty. 

. He then enquired about the ftate of Lord 
Chatham’s health, and exprefled high 
efteem for the charafter of at minifler.— r 
He afked me, if 1 had received letters by 
the laft poll, and if they mentioned any 
thing of the affairs in America? He faid, 
there were accounts from Holland, that 
the Englifh troops .had been driven from 
Bofton, and that the Americans were in 

poffeflion of that place. 1 told him, our 

letters informed us, that the army had 
left Bofton to make an attack with more 
effect elfewhcre. 

He fmiled, and faid — If you will not 
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allow the retreat to have been an affair of 
necefllty, you will at kaft admit, that it 
was toui-a-fait a propos. 

He faid he heard that fome Britifh of- 
ficers had gone into' the. American fervice,’ 
and mentioned Colonel Lee, whom he 
had feen at his Court. He obferved, that 
it was a diflScult thing to govern men by 
force at fuch a diftance ; that if the Ame- 
ricans fhould be beat ( which appeared a 
little problematical), flill it would be next to 
impoffible to continue to draw from them 
a revenue by taxation ; that if we intended 
conciliation with America, fome of our 
meafures were too rough ; and if we in- 
tended its fubje(Slion, they were too gentle. 
He concluded by faying, Enfin, MeJJieurs^ 
je ne comprends pas ces chofes~la ; je not 
point de colonie : — j'espire que vous vous tire-, 
rez bten d’affaires mats elle me paroit m peu 
^ineufe. ■ Having faid this, he walked 
into the Princefs’s apartment, to lead her to 
the playhoufe, while we joined the com- 
pany already afferabled there. — The tragedy 
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of Mahomet was performed, which, in my 
opinion, is the fineft of all Voltaire’s dra- 
matic pieces, and that in which Le Kain 
appears to the greateft advantage. 

j. > 


LETTER' LXXVr. 


Fotsdam. 

"\Tou exprefs fuch an earneft defire to 
be made acquainted with every thing 
which regards the King of Pruffia, that I 
am in danger of lengthening my defcrip^ 
tions with a tehious minutenefs. Yet I 
will rilk it, rather than give you reafon to 
complain^ that 1 have not gratified your 
curiofity as fully as is in my power. 

Po not ijmagine, however, that I pre- ' 
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fume to draw a complete portrait of this 
monarch. That muft be the work of much 
abler painters, who have feen him in a 
more familiar manner, and'whofe colours 
can give an expreflion worthy of the ori- 
ginal. I fhall only attempt to give a 
faithful fketch of fuch features as I was 
able to feize 4uringr the tranllent views I 
myfelf had, or which I have learnt from 
thofe who have palTed with him many of 
the hours which he dedicates to free conver- 
fations, and the pleafures of the table. 

The King of Pruffia is below the middle 
fize, well made, and remarkably active 
for his time of life. He has become hardy 
by exercife and a laborious life for his 
eOnflitution originally feems to have been 
hone of the ftrongeft. His look announces 
fpirit and penetration. He has fine Wuc 
eyes ; and, in my opinion, his countenance 
upon the whole is agreeable. ' Some who 
have feen him are of a difierent opinion. 
All who judge from his portraits only, mail 
be fo ; for although I have feen many 
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which have a little refemblance of him. 

» * 

^od fome which have a great deal, yet 
none of them do him juftice. His features 
jjcqujire a , wonderful degree of an'unation 
while he converfes. This is entirely loft 
Sapon caavas. 

He {loops conhderably, and inclines his 
head almoft conftaatly to one fide. 

His tone of voice is the cleareft and naoft 
agreeable in epnverfation I ever heard. 

He fpeaks a great deal yet thofe who 
hear him, regret that he does not fpeak a 
great deal more, H'S .obCervations arc al- 
ways lively, very often juft, and few roeo 
podOTefs the talent of repartee in greater 
perfedlion. i ^ 

. He. hardly ever varies his drefs, which 
conjifts of a blue coat, lined and faced with 
f«d, and a yeftow waiftcoat and breeches. 
He always wears boots, with hulTar tops^ 
which fall ^ in wrinkles about his ancles, 
and are^ often?!' . of a dark browt! than a 
black colour. . 

HU hat, would be thought extravagantly 
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large in England, though it is of the 
commonly ufed by the Pruffian officers of 
cavalry. He generally wears one of the 
large fide corners over his forehead and 
eyes, and the front cock at one fide.’ • 

He wears his hair cued behind, and 
drefled with a fingle buckle on each fide. 
From their being very carelefly put up 
and unequally powdered, we may natu- 
rally conclude, that the ‘ frifeur has been 
greatly hurried in the execution of his 
office. 

He ufes a very large gold fnuff-box, the 
lid ornamented with diamonds, and takes 
an immoderate quantity of Spanifii fnuff, 
the marks of which very often appear on 
his waiftcoat and breeches.’ 'Thefe are alfo 
liable to be foiled by the paws of two or 
three • Italian greyhounds; which he often 
careffes. ' " • 

' He dreffes as foon as he gets up in the 
morning. This takes up but a fisw mi- 
nutes, and ferves for the whole day. — You 
have often heard that the King of Pruffia’s 

hours 
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liours from four or five in the morning, 
till ten at night, are all dedicated methodi- 
cally to particular occupations, either of 
bufincfs or amufement. This is certainly 
true ; and the arrangement has not fuf- 
tained fuch an interruption for many years, 
as fince the prefent company came to 
Potfdam. 

Some who pretend to more than common 
penetration aflert, that at prefent they can 
perceive marks of uneafinefs in his counte- 
nance, and feem convinced, that there will 
not be fuch another company at Sans-Souci 
during this reign. 

All bufincfs with the King is tranfa«fted 
by letters. Every petition or propofal muft 
be made in this form, which is adhered to fo 
invariably, as I have been affured, that if 
any of his Generals wilhed to promote a ca- 
det* to the rank of an enfign, he would not 
venture to make his propofal in any other 
manner,’ even though he had daily oppor- 
tunities of converfing with his Majefty. 

The meaneft of his fubjedls may apply to 

VOL. II. K 
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him in writing, and are fare of an anfwen 
His firft bufmefs every morning is the 
pcrufing the papers addrefied to him. A 
lingle word wrote with his pencil in the 
margin, indicates the anfwer to be given, 
which is afterwards made out in form by 
his fecretaries. — This method affords the 
King time to deliberate on the juftice and 
propriety of every demand, and prevents the 
poffibility of his being, furprifed into a 
promife, which it might be inconvenient 
to perform. 

He fits down to dinner precifely at noon. 
Of late he allows more time to this repaft 
than formerly. It is generally after three - 
before he leaves the company. E|ght or 
nine of his officers are commonly invited to 
dine with hirh. Since our coming to Potf- 
dam. Count Neffelrode, and the Abbe Ba- 
fliani, two men of letters, were the only 
company, befides the officers, who dined 
with the King, while he lived in his ufual 
way at the Old Palace of Sans-Souci; and 
thofe two were then of his party almort 
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every day. The Count has now left this 
Court ; the Abbe has an apartment in the 
Palace. He is an Italian by birth, a man of 
wit, and an excellent companion. 

At table, the King likes that every per- 
fon fhould appear to be on a footing, and 
that the converfation fhould be carried on 
with perfeiSf freedom. The thing, by the 
way, is impoffible. That confidential un- 
reftrained flow of the heart, which takes place 
in a fociety of equals, is a pleafure which a 
dc'fpotic Prince can never taftc. However, 
his Majefty defires that it may be fo, and 
they make the befl of it they can. 

At one of thefe meetings, when the King 
was in a gay humour, he faid to Baftiani, — 
When you (hall obtain the tiara, which your 
exemplary piety mull one day procure you, 
how will you receive me when I arrive at 
Rome to pay my duty to your Holinefs ? — 
I will immediately give orders, replied the 
Abb^, with great readinefs, fajj'e en- 

trer P eagle fnir — qu'tl me couvre de fa ailes 
mars qiiil m epargne dc fsn bee. 
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Nobody fays more lively things in con- 
verfation than the King himfelf. Many of 
his bon mots are repeated here. I lhall only 
mention one, which is at once an inftancc 
of his wit, and greatoefs of mind, in rende- 
ring juftice to the merit of a man who has 
caufed him more vexation than perhaps any 
other perfon alive. — When the King of 
Pruffia had a perfonal meeting fome. years . 
fince with the Emperor, they always dined 
together, a certain number of their principal 
officers being with them. One day. General 
Laudohn was going to place himfelf at the 
bottom of the table, when the King, who 
was at the head, called to him, Vene%, je vous ^ 
en pricy Monfieur Laudohn^ placex vous id, 
y aimt infifiment meux vous avoir de mn c6te 
que vis-i-vis. 

Though all the cordiality of friendfliip, 
undthe full charms of unreferved fociety, 
cannot exifl: where the fortune of every 
other individual depends on the will of one 
of the compariy ; yet the King endeavours 
to put every one as ntuch at his cafe as 
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the nature of the cafe will admit, and I 
have heard of his - bearing fome very fevere 
retorts with perfcft good humour. He has 
too much wit himfelf, and is too fond of 
it in others, to repel its attacks with any 
other weapons than thofe which it fur- 
niflies. None but the mod abfurd of dunces 
could attempt to rally, without being able 
to allow of raillery; and only the meaneft - 
of fouls would think of revenging the liber- 
ties taken with a companion by the power 
of a King. 

A very ftriking inftance of the freedom 
which may be ufed with him occurred a little 
before the late reviews, and w'hat makes it 
more remarkable, it happened, pot during 
the gaiety of the table, but on the very.fcene 
of military ftridlnefs. 

Two regiments were In the field. That 

of General was one of them. This 

officer is fond of company, and pafles more 
of his time in the fociety of Grangers, and 
with the foreign miniftei s, than moA others 
in the Pruffian fcrvice. — Something, it is 
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probable, had chagrined the King that mor^ 
jiing. While the reginrent advanced in a 
Jine, he faid to the General, who flood near 
him, Votre regiment n’eft pas aligns, Mon- 

fieur, et cc n’eft pas furprenant, vous 

jouez tant aux cartes. The General called 
out inftantly with a loud voice to the regi- 
ment, Alte 1 and they immediately flopped ; 
then, turning to the King, he faid, II n’eft 
' pas queftion, Sire, de mes cartes — Mais, 
ayez la bonte de regarder ft ce regiment n’eft 
pas aligne. — The regiment was in a very 
ftraight line, and the King moved away 
without fpeaking, and fecmingly dlfpleafed, 
not with the General, but with him'felf.— 
This manly officer never had reafon after- 
wards to believe that the King liad taken his 
freedom amifs. 

I have already fcid, that it is abfolutely 
impoflible for any man to enjoy an office 
in the King of Pruffta’s fervice without 
performing the duty of it. He is himfelf 
aiftive and afliduou's, and he makes it a 
point that all his minifters and fervants 
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fhall be fo too. But to thofe who know 
their bufinefs, and peiform it exactly, he 
is an eafy and equitabfe mafter. 

A gentleman, who has been many years 
about his peifon, and is now one of his 
aid-de-camps, affured me of this ; — The 
King underftands what ought to be done ; 
and his fervants are never expofed to the 
ridiculous or contradi<flory orders of igno- 
rance, or the mortifications of caprice. 

His favourites, of whatever kind, never 
were able to acquire influence over him in 
any thing regarding bufinefs. Nobody 
ever knew better how to difcriminate the 
merit of thofe who ferve him in the im- 
portant departments of ftate, from theirs 
who contribute to his amufement. A man 
who performs the duty of his office with 
alertnefs and fidelity, has nothing to appre- 
hend from the King’s being fond of the 
company and converfation of his enemy. 
Let the one be regaled at the King’s table 
every day, while the other never receives 
a fingle invitation ; yet the real merit ot 


Digitized by Google 


224 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

both Is known : — and if his adverfary fliouM 
ever try to turn the King’s favour to the 
purpofes of private hatred or malice, the 
attempt will be repelled with difdain, and 
the evil he intended to another, will fall 
bn himfelf. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


Potsdam. 

On the days when there is no public 
court at Sans-Souci, we generally dine 
with Lord Marechal, who is always happy 
to fee the Duke of Hamilton, and is of 
great fcrvice to all Britifh fubjcfts while 
they remain here or at Berlin. Exclufive 
of other reafons he may have for efteeming 
the Duke, his Lordlhip evidently difplayE 
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a kind of partiality for his Grace, as the 
firft man in point of rank belonging to his 
country. Th;s appears- in a thoufand in- 
ftances ; for with very liberal fentiments, 
and a moft benevolent heart, this venerable 
nobleman ftill retains a few Caledonian 
prejudices. 

He afked one day of the Duke, If he 
reckoned himfelf a Scotchman ? Moft cer- 
tainly I do, replied his Grace. By fo 
doing you lie under a miftake, faid my 
Lord ; for I can afiure you, and I am con- 
vinced the heft lawyers in England will 
do the fame, that you have a much jufter , 
- claim to all the privileges belonging to 
your Englifti title of Brandon, though fome 
of them, I fear, are ftill difputed. 

. It is to be hoped, faid the Duke, that 
the Houfe of Peers will not always refufc 
to do my family juftice ; on a thorough 
examination of the cafe, I ftill flatter my- 
felf they will grant me thofe privileges, 
which have been, for no valid reafons, 
lefofed my anceftorS. But in the mean 

H * 
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time, why will your Lordrtiip, more cruel 
than the Peers, deny my birth- right as a 
Scotchman ? 

Becaufe your birth gives you no fuch 
right, replied the Earl ; for you in reality 
are but a North-Britian : — unlels your Grace 
can prove that you were born before 
the Union. But, continued he, with an 
air of triumph, I am a real Scotchman : 

adding a little after, with 

a ligh, and in a plaintive accent — — 

and almoft the only one in the world 

All the Scots of my acquaintance are novir 
dead. 

The good old Earl is infinitely fond of 
talking of his country, and of the days of 
former years. When I make any enquiry 
about the King of Pruffia, or concerning 
Spain or Italy, in which country he re- 
fided fo long, he anfwers with a kind of 
complaifant brevity, and immediately turns 
the difcourfe back to Scotland, to which 
his heart feems wonderfully attached. 

' In the lime of dinner, one of his fer- 
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vants, a (lout highlander, generally enter- 
tains the company by playing on the bag- 
pipe. I have obferved, that thofe North 
Britons ( to abide by Lord Marechal’s dif- 
tinftion ) who are the mod zealous for 
the intereft and honour of their country, 
and who value themfelves on being born 
north of the Tweed, arc particularly, if 
not excluhvely, fond of this inftrument. 
You will, at lead, allow that your gallant 
friend, Lord Eglintoun, is no exception to 
this obfervation ; and perhaps you wilj. ad- . 
init, that it requires a confiderable degree 
of patriotifm, or amor Caledonus, to have 
a great relidi for the melody of a bag- 
pipe. 

I called on Lord Marechal one after- 
noon, jud as the King had left him : for 
the monarch, 'without any form or pre- 
vious notice, fometimes walks through the 
garden, and pays a diort vidt to his old 
friend, to whom he has an unalterable 
attachment, both from pcrfonal regard, 
and on account of the high edimation in 

* * £:■ ‘ 
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which he holds the memory of his brother 
Marechal Keith. 

Another day I was with the Earl, when r 
the Princefles of Pruflia and Hefle, with 
Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, all entered- 
and demanded coflFee, which rhy Lord 
immediately ordered, with the addition of 
a couple of melons ; telling the Princefles, 
he knew they would not flay long enough 
with a man of eighty, to give time for pre- 
paring a better repaft. — Thus favoured by 
• the monarch and the Princes, you will not 
doubt that the old Earl’s frrendfhip is cul- ■ 
tivated by the reft of the court. 

The hereditary Prince of Pruflia lives ir> 
a fmall houfe in the town of Potfdam. His. 
appointments do not admit of that degree of 
magnificence, which might be expetSted ire 
llie Heir of the Crown ; — but he difplays a 
fpirit of hofpitality far more obliging lhare 
magnificence ; and doubly meritorious, con- 
fideiing the very moderate revenue allowed 
him. We generally fup there two or three 
times a week. 
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This Prince is not often of the King’s 
parties, nor is it imagined that he enjoys 
a great fhare of his uncle’s favour. In 
what degree he poffefles the talents of 
general is not known, as he was too young 
to have any command during the late 
war. But he certainly has a very juft 
underflandiiig, which has been improved 
by ftudy. He has taken fome pains to 
acquire the Englifli language, to which he 
was induced by an admiration of feveral 
Englifti authors, whofe works he had read in 
French and German. He is now able to 
read Englifti profe with tolerable facility, 
and has been of late ftudying Shakefpear, 
having adtually re.ad two or three of his 
plays. 

I took the liberty to obferve,' that as 
Shakefpear’s genius had traced every la- 
byrinth, and penetiated into every recefs of 
the human heart, his feniiments could not 
fail to pleafe his Royal Hi thncfs ; but, 
as his language was uncommonly bold and 
hgurative, and full of allufions to national 
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cuiloms, and the manners of our idand 
two centuries ago, the Engliih themfclves, 
who had not made a particular ftudy of his 
works, did not always comprehend their 
full energy. I added, that to transfufe the 
foul of Shakefpear into a tranflation, was 
impolTible ; and to tade all his beauties in 
the original, required fuch a knowledge of the 
Engliih manners and language as few fo- 
reigners, even after a long relidence in the 
capital, could attain. 

The Prince faid, he was aware of all 
this ; yet he was determined to druggie 
hard for fome acquaintance with an author 
fo much admired by the Engliih nation ; 
that though he fliould never be able to tade 
ail his excellencies, he was convinced he 
fhould underdand enough to recompenfe 
him for his trouble ; that he had already 
dudied fome detached parts, which he thought 
fupcrior to any thing he had ever met with 
in the works of any other Poet. 

His Royal Highnefs attends to military 
budnefs with as much adlduity as mod 
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officers of die fame rank in the army ; for 
in the Pruffian fervice, no degree of emi- 
nence in the article of birth can excufe a 
remiffion in the duties of that profeffion. 
He is much \fteemed by the army, and 
confidered as an exceeding good, officer. 
To the frankncfs of a foldier he joins the 
integrity of a Crerman, and is beloved by 
the public in general, on account of his 
good- nature, affability, and humane turn 
of mind. 


LETTER LXXVIir. 

A 


Pclsdaxn. 

I AM afraid you will- think the anecdotes 
.and converfation vvhicli I fometimes fend 
you are rather tedious. Your curiofity about 
certain characters has led me into this prac- 
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tice ; for I choofe to give you opportunities 
of forming an opinion of your own, rather 
than to trouble you with mine. My opinion 
might very probable be erroneous^; the ac- 
counts I give of what I have fcen or heard 
are always true. And, notwithftanding that 
the sdtions and converfations I relate may 
be apparently of fmall importance, ftill, as 
the perfons in fome meafure defcribe them- 
felves, an underllanding like yours will be 
able from thence to draw juder ideas of 
charadler than I could have given. , 

In a former letter T mentioned the great 
dilBcuIty of deferting from a Pruflian gar- 
rifon, and of what importance it is thought 
to prevent it. An accident which happened 
a few days fince, will give you a ftronger 
idea of this than any general account. 

Two foldiers of the Prince of Pruflia’s 
regiment got over the walls in the night- 
time, with an intention to defert ; but, un- 
luckily for them, this town ftands on a 
peninfula formed by the river, and the 
neck of land is guarded in fuch a manner 
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that it is almoft impoflible to pafs that way ♦ ^ 

- without permiflion. Thefe men could not 
fwim, and they durft not prefent them- 
felves at any of the ferries, becaufe the 
boatmen are forbid, under the fevereft 
penalties, to connive at the efcape of any 
deferters, and ftildlly ordered to affift in 
apprehending them. A reward is alfo 
offered, as a greater inducement to this 
piete of fervice. 

All thefe circumftanccs being known in 
the garrifon, it was imagined that, as none 
of the peafants would in all probability ven- 
ture to harbour them, they were ftill fkulk- 
ing in the fields, among the ftanding corn. 

On this fuppolltion, ‘parties of men were 
employed for three days fucceffively in tra- 
verfmg the fields, and beating the bulhes, 
as if they had been in chafe of a hare. Great 
numbers of the officers of this regiment, 
fome of the higheft rank, rode about for 
three or four hours every day, all employed 
in the fame manner. But not finding the 
men, they were at laft convinced that they 
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had by Tome means or other got out of the 
peninfula, and all further fearch was given 
up as unneceflary. 

On the morning of the fourth day, thefe 
two unfortunate men came and furrendered 
to the guard at one of the gates. Finding 
it impra6\icable to efFe<5l their efcape, and 
not daring to enter a houfe, they were at 
lenth compelled, by hunger and fatigue, to 
deliver themfelves up. 

Before I clofe this letter, I will give you 
an account of an adventure of an afFe(Sting 
nature, which happened in the King’s fa- 
mily, at the time when all thefe refearches 
were made for the two deferters. 

The King’s principal valet-de-chambre 
was a man confiderably refpeited. Having 
conftant opportunities of being about the 
Kings perfon, and having enjoyed^his ap- 
probation for feveral years, people of the 
hrft rank paid him fome degree of atten- 
tion. He was liked by his acquaintances, 
as I have been told, on account of his per- 
foual qualities, and had accumulated a little 
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fortune by the perquifites of his office. He 
had built a houfe near that of my Lord 
Marechal, and kept a coach for the ufe of 
his miflrefs. 

It was this man’s misfortune to difoblige 
the King, probably by fome negleff of duty ; 
or it might poffibly be fomething worfe : — 
I never could hear exadfly how this had hap- 
pened : — But while the Princeffes were at 
the new Palace, the King had blamed hini~“ 
in very (harp terms ; and not being fatisfied 
with the excules the man made, he toid him, 
that as foon as the company was gone, he 
Ihould be taken care of. 

When the Princeffes went to Berlin, his 
Majefty returned to his old palace at Sans- 
Souci ; and the day after, he fent for an of- 
ficer of his guards, and ordered him to con- 
duft man to Potfdam, and place him in 
the quality of a drummer in the firft regi- 
ment of foot guards. 

The poor man endeavoured to pacify his 
mafter by prayers and entreaties, but without 
fuccefs. — He then faid to the officer, that 
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there were feme things in his room which 
he wiftled to put in order before he went, 
and defired that he might be allowed a little 
time for that purpofe. The officer readily 
affented, and as foon as this defperate man 
had entered his own apartment, he feized.a 
piftol, which he had prepared from the time 
the King had threatened him, and imme- 
diately fliot himfelf through the head. The 
report of the piftol alarmed the King and 
thp officer. — They both went into the room, 
and found the poor creature expiring. 

Though the King certainly had no idea 
that his valet would fhoot himfelf ; and 
though it is moft probable, he would not 
have allowed hiin to remain long in the 
fituation to which, in a fit of refentment, he 
had condemned him ; — yet there is fome- 
thing exceedingly harfh in daffiing a man at 
once from a fituation of eafe and refpedV^ 
into a fphere of life fo very different. — Such 
an order was more becoming the fury of an 
intemperate defpot, than the dignity of fo 
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great and fo wife a monarch as the King of 
Pruflia. 

. I converfed with a perfon who had been 
at Sans-Souci immediately after this melan- 
choly event. — He faid the King feemed to 
be very much afFedted. — If he felt it as he 
ought, he was an objetSl of compaflion ; if he 
did not, he was ftill more fo, for nothing 
can be a greater misfortune to a man than to 
want humanity. 


LETTER LXXIX. 


Dresden. 

I Believe I neglefted to mention in any of 
my letters from Berlirt, that when I vifited 
the manufadlory of porcelain, I was fo much 
ftruck with th^^auty of fome of it, that I 
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ordered a fmall box. for you. But as I take 
it to be a matter of indifference, whether 
you fip your tea out of the china you have 
already, or this, you may f^nd it as a prefent 
to the female you love and efteem mo(f. 
If by this direction it Ihould not go ftraight 

from you to Mifs , pray let me know 

to whom you fend it. The factor at Ham- 
burgh will give you notice when he fhips 
it off. 

I did not imagine that this manufaflory 
had arrived at fuch a degree of perfe£fion as 
it has in feveral places in Germany, particu- 
larly at Brunfvvick and Berlin. The parcel 
I have ordered for you, is thought etjual to 
the fineft made at Drefden. 

The day we left Potfdam we dined with 
good Lord Marechal, who took leave of 
the Duke with an emotion which, at once 
marked his regard for his Grace, and his 
fears that he fliould never fee him again. 

If I were ftrongly In a humour for deferip- 
tion, pur journey through the moft beauti- 
ful and mofl fertile part o^^ermany would 
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afford me a fair opportunity. I not only 
could ring over the whole chimes of woods, 
meadows, rivers, and mountains, rich crops 
of grain, flax, tobacco, and hops ; I might 
animate the landl'capes with a copious breed 
ofhoifes, black cattle, ftieep, wild boars, 
and venifon, and vary the defeription with 
the marble, precious ftones, and mines of 
lead, copper, iron, and filver, which Saxony 
contains within its bowels. I might expa- 
tiate on the fine china ware, and fine wo- 
men, that abound in this 'country, formed 
of the fineft clay in Germany, et tres-joli- 
ment travaillees ; — but I am long fince 
tired of defeription, and therefore beg leave 
to convey you at once from Potfdam’to 
Drefdcn. 

Having been prefented to the Eledlor 
and Eleflrefs by Mr. Olborn, the Britifli 
Minifter here, we had the honour of dining 
with them the fame day. The Ele6lrefs is 
young, tall, well-made, and lively. — Wc 
were afterwards prefented to the Elc£krefs 
Dowager, and to the Princefs Elizabeth, 


Digitized by Coogic 



340 yXE\V OV 80CDSTT ANB 

I 

the Eledor’s aunt, to the Princefs, his 
and to his three brothers, the eldeft of 
whom has 'loft the ufe of liis legs, and 
is moved about the room in a chair with 
wheels, . 

The court was numerous and fplendid, 
in the evening there was card playing for 
about two hours. The Duke of Hamilton 
was of the Ele£trefs’s party, while I played 
two rubbers at whift with one of the Prin- 
cefles, againfl: the Eledlrefs Dowager and. 
the Princefs Eli 2 !abeth. — 1 have never feen, 
deep gaming at any of the German courts. 
— What has approached neareft to it, has 
been at mafq uerades, or where the Sovereign 
was not prefent. 

Drefden, though not one of the larged, 
is certainly- one of the mod agreeable cities 
in Germany, whether we confider its fitu- 
ation, the magnificence of its palaces, or 
the beauty and conveniency of the houfes 
and dreets. This city is built on both Tides 
of the Elbe, which is of a confiderablc 
breadth here. The magnificent and com- 
modious 
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iModlous manner in which the two oppofite 
parts of the town are joined,, adds greatly to 
its beauty. * 

There is an equeftrian ftatue of King 
Aiiguftus, m a kind of open place or fquare, 
between the old city and; the new. The 
workmanfhip is but indifferent ; however, 
I wars defired by- our Cicerone to admire this 

very much, becaufe it was made by a 

common fmith;* I begged to be cxcufed, 
telling him that 1 could not admire it, had. 
it been made by Michael Angelo. 

Few Princes in Europe are fo magni- 
ficently lodged as the EleSor of* Saxony. 
The palace and Mufeum have been often 
defcnbed. — The laft was begun by the 
EietSlor Auguftus, and fiill retains the name 
of the Green Room> though it now confifts 
of feveral apartments, all painted green, in 
imitation of the firft. I will not enume- 
rate the prodigious number of curiofities, 
natural and artificial, to be fepn there. 5ome 
of the laft are curious, only becaufe they 
are invifible to the human eye. ;Of. this 
voir. II. L 
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number, is a cherry -ftone, upon whiclif, by 
the help of a niicrofcope, above a hundred 
feces may %e diftinguifhed. Undoubtedly' 
thefe little mechanical whims difplay the 
labour, perfeverance, and minute attention 
©f the workman ; but I cannot think they 
are proofs of the wifdom of ihofe who 
could employ artifts to fo little purpofe. 
Let the aftoniftiing minutiae of nature be 
admired though raicrofeopes • but furely 
nothing is a proper work for the hands of 
man, which cannot be feen by the unaided 
human eye. 

A work of the jeweller Dinglinger, which 
feprefents the celebration of the Moguls 
birth- day, is much admired. The Mogu-I 
fitting on his throne, his . grandees and 
guards, with a great many elephants, are all 
exhibited upon a table about an ell fquare. 
This work employed Dinglinger, and fome 
a£(lifants, above ten years. Do not yon 
-think this was .leaving fo ingenious an artift 
a little too long in the Mogul’s fervice ? 

. / A hmple lift of every thing valuable and 
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curious in this Mufeum woojki exceed the 
bounds of one of my longeft letters ; I fhall 
therefore pafs them all over ip^filcnce, except 
the ftory of the prophet Jonah, which it 
would be impious to omit. The fhip, the 
whale, the proplict, and the fea fhoie, 
are in a different kind of ft one, though, 
in my opinion, there was nooccafion to vary 
tliUmaterials : for furely there is as great a 
difference between a prophet and a whale, 
as between a whale and a rock. So that if 
the firft two could be rcprefented with the 
fame materials, 1 do not think jt. was wo^th 
while to change the compolitioa for the 
I third. 

The gallery of piiS^ures is highly efteem- 
ed. To enumerate the particular merits 
of each, would fill many volumes, and 
requires a far greater knowledge of painting 
than I can pretend to. The moft valuable 
pieces are by Corregio and Rubens. There ‘ 
are three or four by the former, and of his 
moft capital works ; and a very confiderable 
number of the latter. The ftrength and 
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expreflton of this great artift’s pencil, the 
natural glow of his colouring, and the fer- 
tility of his l&ncy, deferve the higheft en- - 
comiums. Yet one cannot help regretting, 
that he had fo violent a paflxon for fat wo- 
men, That kind of nature which he hsd 
feen early in life in his own country, had 
laid fuch hold of his imagination, that it 
could hot be ^radicated by all the eM^aitt 
models' he afterwards lludied in Italy. Some 
of his female figures in this gallery are fo 
muih of the Dutch make, and fo fat, that 
it is rather opprefiive to look at them in 
this very hot weather, 

“ In the Mufeum, within the palace, there 
is a moft complete colledlion of prints, from 
' the commencerhent of the irt of engraving 
till the prefent tim.e. 
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. LETTER LXXX. 

V 

, Dresden. 

Nothing feems clearer to me, than 
that a fortified town fliould have no 
palaces within it, and no fuburbs without. 

As the city of Drefden has both, it would ' 
have^cen well for .the inhabitants, during 
the laft war, that the town had been en- 
tirely without fortifications. In the year 
1756, when the King, of Pruffia thought 
it expedient to invade Saxony, he made ' 
himfelf mafter of this city, and kept 
peaceable pofleffion of it till 1758, when 
Marechal Daun, after the battle of Hoch- 
kirchen, threatened to beficge ^ it. The 
Pruffian general Schmettau began his de- 
fence by burning part of the fuburbs. 

The Saxons and Auftrians exclaimed at 
this meafure, and Daun threatened to 
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make the governor anfwerable, in his own 
perfon, for fuch defperate proceedings. 
Count Schmettau was totally regardlefs of 
their exclamations and threats, and feemed 
attentive only to the orders of the King 
his mafter. He gave Marechal Daun to 
vndetlland, that the remaining fuburbs 
would ihare the fate of thofe already 
deftroyed, if he perfifted in attacking the 
town. The King appearing foon after, the 
Auftrians retreated into Bohemia. 

The inhabitants ofDrefden, and all Sax- 
ony, were now in a very difmal fituation, 
and found their hardfhips increafe in pro- 
portion to the fuccefs of their friends and 
allies ; for whatever exadtions were raifed 
in the King of Pruffia’s dominions by the 
Auftrians and Ruffians, the like were im-. 
pofed by way of retaliation on the miferahle 
. Saxons. jA people muft be in a deplorable ' 
ftate indeed, when the fuccefs of their ene- 
mies is the moft fortunate thing which can 
befal them. - 

In 1 7 after the dreadful battle of Cu- 
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nerfdorf, near Frankfort on the Oder, the 
King of Pruffia«i)eing neceflitatcd to repair 
the flaughter of that day, withdrew the 
Pruflian garrifon from Drefden, which then 
fell into the hands of the Imperialifts* 
But the calamities of this city did not end 
here ; for his Pruflian Majefty having de- 
ceived Marechal -Daun by a very mallerly 
feint, while he feemed to bend his courfe< 
for Silefia, he wheeled fuddenly about, 
»id threatened Orefden, which Marechal 

Daun had abandoned, in the fuH convic- 

• ^ 

lion, that the King had marched to the * 
relief of Schwcidnitz. While the Auf-' 
trians hurried on by forced marches into Si- 
lefia, the King attacked Drefden, which 
was refolutely defended by General Mac- 
guire. 

Every pofiible effort was made to reduce 
tliis city before Count Daun fhould return 
to its relief ; — and the wretched citizens 
were expofed to a continued cannon?ule and 
bombardment. This perhaps was 
.hable by .the laws of war, as long as ihpr^ 
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were hopes that the town might be brought 
to furrender by fuch metns, — But the- 
enemies of his Pruffian Majefty afTert, 
that the bombardment, was continued, 
and churches, fine buildings, and whole 
ftreets, laid in afhes, even after Marecha! 
Daun’s retyrn ; and when thefe vindi£tive 
proceedings could only tend to the ruin 
and deftru£lion of private people, without 
contributing in the fnialleft degree to the 
reducing the town, or being ^of any ufe 
to the public caufe. . , 

Many of thefe houfes ftill lie in rub- 
bilh ; but the inhabitants are gradually 
rebuilding, and probably all the ruined 
ftreets will be repaired before a new war 
breaks out in Germany. While they re- 
build the houfes, I cannot help thinking 
it would be fortunate for the proprietors, 
that they were allowed to deftroy the forti- 
fications, which perhaps might be placed 
with more advantage "around fome towns on ■ 
the frontiers. 

The curious raanufadtory of porcebin 
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fufFered confiderably by the Pruffian bom- 
bardment. The Elector has a complete col- 
Je£tion of the fined pieces, from the firfl: 
attempts made here in this -elegant work, to 
the latefl: improvements. • This, indepen- 
dent of the beauty of many of the pieces, is 
a matter of real curiofity, as it marks the 
progrefs of ingenuity and invention. 

Our morning walk is in the gardens of 
the late Count Bruhl, fituated on the high 
banks of the Elbe. Nothing can be ima- 
gined more delightful than the view from 
a lofty terrace in thefe gardens. The 
Count’s magnificent houfe is now flript 
of many of its greateft ornaments. The 
fine coliedlion of paintings has been fold 
to the Emprefs of Ruflia for 150,000 rix- 
dollars. The library, which is in the gar- 
den, is two hundred and twenty feet long. 
I am not certain, whether it w.ns abfo- 
lutely neceffary to have fo large a room 
for containing this nobleman’s boqks ; but 
it mu ft have required one of that fize at 
leaft for his wardrobe, if the account that 
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IS given of it be juft. They tell us, that 
the Count 'had at leaft three hundred dif- 
ferent fuits of clothes ; each of thefe had a 
(duplicate, as lie always fliifted his clothes 
after dinner, and did not choofe that his 
drefs Ihould appear different in tlie after- 
noon from what it had been in the morn- 
ing. A painting of each fuit, with the 
particular Cane and fnuflF-box belonging to 
'it, was very accurately drawn in a large 
book, which was prefented to his Excel- 
lency every morning by hisValet de Cham- 
bre, that, he might ’fix upon the drefs in 
which he wiftied to appear for the day. 
This minifter was accufed of having accu- 
mulated a great fortune. The reyerfe of ’ 
this, however, is true. His houfe and gar- 
dens belong now -to the 'Eledlor. 

The Saxon troops make a very fine ap- 
pearance. The men in general are hand- 
fome and well made. Neither they nor 
their ofiicers are fo very upright and ftffF 
in their manners as the Prulfians. Hav- 
ing been fo long accuftomed to thefe laft, 
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»tliis difference ftruck me very ftrongly at 
tfirft fight. The uniform of the guards is 
red and yellow ; that of the marching re- 
giments white. The foldiers, during the 
fummer, wear only waiftcoats, even when 
they mount guard ; and always appear 
extremely neat and clean. The ferjeants, 
belides their other arms, have-« large pifiol. 
This is fo commodiouily faftened to the 
left fide, that it gives no trouble. The 
band of mufic belonging to the Saxon 
guards is the moft complete and the fined 1 
ever faw. 

Tdo not expe<St to receive any accounts 
from you till we arrive at Vienna; but! 
fhall probably write again from Prague# 
for which place we intend to fet QOt 
. morrow. 
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LETTER LXXXL 


Prague, 

Bohemia, fhough Try no means fo fertile, 
or fo fine a country as Saxony, does not de^- 
ferve the bad chara6ler which fome travellers- 
have given it. I thought many places very 
beautiful, and varied with the agreeable rural 
objefts. . " 

Prague, the capital of Bohemia, Bands in 
a hollow, furro'unded on all fides with hills^ 
Thofe neareft the towm, and which command 
it, are comprehended within tjie fortifications. 

It is very large town, retaining fome marks 
of former fplendor, but many more evident 
fymptoms of prefent decay — Symptoms 
which naturally ’attend thofe places which 
once have been the refidence of royalty, and 
are fo no more. 

AH the houfes, with any appearance of ’ 
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magnificence, are old, and it is riot probable 
that any new ones will be built in that ftyle ; 
for the Bohemian nobility, who are in cir- 
cumftances to bear fuch an ex pence, live at 
Vienna, and the trade and manufactures 
of this town are not fufficient to enable 
any of the mercantile people' to build fine 
houfes. 

In whatever degree this city may have 
dwindfed in wealth and magnificence, the 
piety of the inhabitants certainly flourilhei 
as much as ever, I do not recollect to have 
feen fo many glaring marks of devotion in 
any place. The corners of the ftreets, 
bridges, and public buildings, are all orna- 

r 

mented with crucifixes, images of the Vir- 
gin of all fizes and complexions, and ftatues 
of Saints of every country, condition, age, 
and fex. People are to be feen on their 
knees before thefe fiatucs in every part of 
this city, but particularly on the large bridge 
over the Moldaw, where there is tbegreateft 
concourfe of paffengers. This bridge *is fo 
profufely adorned with the ftatues of Saints,^ 
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that, croffing over it, you have a row of 
them on .each ^iide, like two ranks 
mufketeers. 

Travellers, efpecially fuch as arrive direCtly 
from Berlin, .muil be aftoniihed at the people^a 
devotion in this city, and in a particular man- 
ner at the vehemence with which it is ex- 
prelTed by thofe who exhibit before the Saints 
jBpon the bridge. 

Not contented with kneeling, I faw fome 
proftrate themfelves on their faces, killing 
the earth : and others, who offered their pe- 
titions to thefe Saints with fuch earneftnefe 
and fervour, that, if their hearts had not ' • 
been of ftone, they muft have paid more at- 
tention to the petitioners than they feemed 
to do. 

There is one faint w4io has more votaries 
than all the reft put together — Saint Nepb- 
muc, I think they call him : — As my ac- 
quaintance with Saints is not extenftve, :I 
never heard of him till. I came ’hither, but 
his reputation is very great in this town. 
Thisiaint, it feems, was ordered by {bmc 
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cruel tyrant, to be thrown over abridge; 
his neck was brock by the fall; notwithftan- 
ding il' which, he is fuppofed to retain a 
particular affection for bridges ever fince ; 
an efFe<5l fomeihing different from what was 
to have been expei^ed from the caufe: 
however, the people here are perfuaded, that 
fo it happened to Saint Nepomuc; and to 
put the fa<^ beyond contro^erfy, he is || 
this moment the tutelar Saint of bridges ; 
<— almofl all thofe in Bohemia are dedicated 
to him. He has alfo the reputation of ex- 
celling every Saint in heaven in the cure of 
barrennefs in women. — How h'is chara(Ser 
for this was eftabliflied, I did not en- 
quire. 

It is a melancholy reflecStion, that the 

wealthy are more carelefs about religious 

duties than the indigent, and that poverty 

and piety are fo often linked together. I 

■% 

often obferved, when we flopped at any town 
or village, which had fymptoms of great po- 
verty, that the inhabitants feeraed alfo unu- 
sually devout. " • 
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It would appear, that hope is a more 
powerful fentiment in the human 
gratitude, fince thofe who ought 
greateft thankfulnefs to Heaven, difplay the 
cad. 

We found an acquaintance at Prague 
when we lead expe(fted it ; for as the Duke 
of Hamilton and I dood talking in the 
• %eets, a pri^ who belongs to a fcrainary 
of learning in this town, overheard us ; 
upon which he dopped, and after looking 
at us very earnedly for fome time, he at 
length ‘Came up, and addrcfled us in thefe 
words : — I do affure you now, I am an 
Iridiman too. This eafy kind of introduc- 
tion foon produced a degree of intimacy ; I 
a(ked, how he knew fo readily that we were 
Iridi? Am I not after hearing you fpeak 
Englidi, my dear? replied the honed pried, 
for he really was a very honed obliging 
fellow, and the mod ufeful and enter- 
taining Cicerone we could have had at 
Prague. 

After ^lave vifued the royal apartiiienu,. 
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they, fhewed us the window in the fecretary 
of ftate’s office, from whence three noblemen 
were thrown in the year 1618. This was 
rather a violent mode of turning out the 
people in power ; but it is probable the 
party in oppofrtion had tried gentler means 
in vain. 

As one great ufe of hiftory is to furnifli 
leflbns and examples, by which pofterity 
in all ages may profit, I do not think it 
would be amifs to remind your friends in 
adminiftiation'of this adventure, that they 
may move off quietly before their opponents 
take defperate meafures. For it has been 
obferved, that the enemies of tottering 
ftatefmen are much more active than their 
friends, who, when things come to the laft 
pulh, are^apt to ffand aloof, 

$ 

Like people viewing, at a diilance. 

Three men thrown out of a cafement, 
Who never ftir to their affiftance. 

But jufi afford them their amazemei|t. 

In cafe howdver a fimilar outrage fhould be 
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threatened in England, it is to be hoped 
that Apollo (as he was wont of old when 
any of his friends were in danger) will in- 
terpofe with a^loud, and fave the Minifter^ 
for, in the prefent fcarcity of wit and good 
burhour, it would be a thoufand pities to lofe 
a man fo much diftinguifhed for both, at one 
defperate throw. - 

We walked «ver the heights, from which 
the Prufiians attempted to carry the town, 
immediately after the defeat of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine and Count Brown. 
The bombardment of this town was a more 
defenfrble meafurethan that of Drefden.; for 
while the army within were under the de- 
jedtion natural after the lofs of a battle, and 
unprepared for a fiege, it might be fuppofed, 
that the confufion and terror produced by the 
bombardment, joined to the vaft confumption ' 
of provifions by fuch a numerous garrifon, 
would induce .the befieged to Surrender. But ' 
although the King’s humanity has not been 
callctTin queftion for hiscondufthere, I have 
heard many military men ceulure him (of 
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■want of prudence, particularljfcon account of 
hisdefperate attempt at Kolin, when, leaving ’ , 

the half of his army to continue the blockade 
of Prague, he marched with little more than 
thirty thoufand men,, and attacked an army 
of double that number, ftrongly fituated, and 
commanded by one of the able ft generals of 
the age. 

After all, it is more than probable, that 
the King had very good reafons for his 
condud^. But as the attempt was unfuc- 
cefsful, and as the fad reverfe of the Pruffian 
affairs may be dated from that epoch, the 
voice of, cenfure has been very loud in 
blaming an adtion, which would have been 
exalted to the Ikies had it been crowned 
with fuccefs. If Hannibal had by any 
accident been defeated at Cannae, it is 
very pofllble, that hiftorians would have 
found out many reafons why he fhould not 
have fought that battle, and would have 
endeavoured to^ prove, that his former 
wictorles had been gained by chance, and 
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that he was a ^inere ignoramus in the art 
of war. , 

Adieu, my good friend ; I wifh you good 
luck in all your undertakings, that yon may 
continue to be reckoned by the World, a 
man of prudence. 


LETTER LXXXII. 

* S; ^enna. 

On arriving at Vienna, the poftilions drive 
direiSfly to the Cuftom-houfe, where the 
baggage undergoes a very fevere ferutiny, 
which neither fair words nor money can 
mitigate. As nothing contraband was found 
among our ba^age, it was ail carried diredUy 
to our lodgings, except our books, which 
were retained to be examined at leifure, and 
were not reftored to us till fome time after. 
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The Emprefs has given ftridl orders, that 
no books of impiety, lewdnefs* or immorality, 
fhall be allowed. to enter, her dominions, 
or be circulated among her fubje6ls ; and 
Mahomet himfelf dares as foon appear pub- 
licly at Vienna as any one of them. 

Unfortunately for us, Sir Robert Keith is 
lately gone to England, and is not expe<5fed , 
back for feveral months. We have reafon 
to regret the ablence of fo agreeable and fo 
worthy i a ’ man ; but every advantage 
we could have received from him as a 
minifter, has been fupplied by his fecretary, 

Mr. Erneft ; who has introduced us to tHe 
Count Degenfeldt, ambaflador from the 
States-General. This gentleman furnilhed 
us with a lift of the vifits proper to be made, 
and had the politenefs to attend the Duke 
' of Hamilton on this grand tour. 

The firft day we waited on Prince Kaunitz, 
we were invited to dine, and found a very 
numerous company at his houfe ; many of 
whom, as I afterwards underftood, had been 
prepoflefi’ed in our favour, by the polite and 

y- 
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obligin^letters which the Baron de Swieten 
had written from Berlin. . . 

Some of the principal families are at their 
feats in the country, which we Ihould have 
more reafon to regret, were it not for the po- 
litcnefs and hofpitality of the Count and 
Countefs Thune, at whofe houfe, or that of 
their fifter the Countefs Walftein, there is 
an agreeable party every evening ; among 
whom is the Vifcount de Laval, brother 
to the Marquis, whom I had the honour of 
knowing at Berlin. The vifcount has been 
as far north as Peterfburgh, and intends to 
make the tour of Italy before he returns to 
France. 

The city of Vienna, ^properly fo called, 
is not of very great extent ; nor can it be 
enlarged, being limited by a flrong fortifi- 
cation. This town is very populous : it is 
thought to contain above feventy thoufand 
inhabitants. The ftrects in general are 
narrow, and the houfes built high. Some 
of the public buildings and palaces are 
magnificent j but they appear externally to 
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no great advantage, on account of the har- 
rownefs of the ftreets. The chief are tlie 
Imperial Palace, the Library and Mufeum, 
the palaces of the Princes Lichtendein, 
Eugene, and forae others, which I know 
' you will excule roe from enumerating or 
defcribing. 

There is no great danger that Vienna 
will ever again be fubje€led to the incon- 
veniencies of a fiege. Yet, in cafe the 
thing Hiould happen, a meafure has been 
taken, which will prevent the neceflity of 
. deftroying the fuburbs : no houfes with- 
out the walls are allowed to be built nearer 
to the glacis than (lx hundred yards ; fo 
that there is a circular field of fix hun- 
dred paces broad all round the town, 
which, exclufive of the advantage above 
mentioned, has a very beautiful and falu- 
tary efFeft. Beyond the plain, the fubutbs 
are built. — They form a very extenfive and 
magnificent town, of an irregularly circular 
form, containing within its bofom a fpa- 
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cious field, which has for its centre the 
original town of Vienna. 

Thefe magnificent foburbs, and the town 
together, are faid to contain above three 
' liundred thoufand inhabitants ; yet the 
former are not near fo populous, in pro- 
portion to their fize, as the town ; becaufe 
many houfes of the fuburbs have extenfive 
gardens belonging to them, and many fa- 
milies, who live during the winter within 
the fortifications, pafs the fummer months 
in the fuburbs. 

Monfieur de Breteuil, the French am- 
baffador, lives there atprefent. The Duke 
and I dined at his houfe a few days ago. 
This gentleman was attached to the Due 
de Choifeul, and had been appointed am- 
baflador to this court, in which character 
he was about to fet out from Paris, when 
that minifter was difmiffed by the late King 
of France ; upon which M. de Breteuil, 
infiead of Vienna, was fent to Naples. 
But fince the new King’s acceffion, he has 
been eftablilhcd at the court for which he 

was 
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■was originally intended. He is a nran of 
talents, and not calculated for a fituation in 
which talents have little or no room for 
exertion. 

About a week after our arrival at Vienna, 
we had the honour of being prefented to 
the Emperor. The Count Degenfeldt ac- 
companied us to the palace between nine 
and ten in the morning. After walking a 
few minutes in an adjoining room, we were 
condu6ted into that where the Emperor was 
alone. His manner is affable, eafy, and 
^race&illy plain. 

The fame forenoon we drove to Schon- ‘ 
brun, a palace about a league from Vienna, 
where the Emprefe refides at prefent. I had 
. no fmall curiofity to fee the celebrated Maria 
Therefa, whofe fortunes have interefted Eu- 
rope for fo many years. Her'magnanimity 
in fup porting the calamities to which the 
early part of her life was expofed, and the 
moderation with which fire has borne prof- 
perity, have fecured to her univerfal appro- 
bation. She alfo was alone when we were 
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prefentcd. She converfed for fome 
with the Duke of Hamilton in a eafy and 
cheerful manner, and behaved to all with 
an affable dignity. She now poffefles but 
fmall remains of that beauty for which (he 
was diffinguifhed in her youth ; but her 
countenance indicates benevolence and good- 
humour. I had often heard of the (crupu- 
lous etiquette of the Imperial court, but have 
found every thing dire<ftly oppofite to that 
account. 

Prince Kaunitz having feen a young Eng- 
lifh gentleman fcarcely fourteen years of 
age, whom the Duke of Hamilton patro- 
nizes, and who has accompanied us on this 
tour, the Prince deflred that he alfo might 
be prefented to the Emperor and Emprefs, 
which was accordingly done, and they both 
received him in the moft gracious manner, 
i mention this circuraflance as a flrong 
proof how far they are fuperior at this 
court to trifling puniftilios, and how greatly 
they have relaxed in ceremony fince the 
acceflion of the Lorrain family. 
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Two or three days after, this, we were 
prefented, at a full court, to the two un- 
married Arch-ducheffes, their fifter the 
Princefs Albert of Saxony, and the Prin- 
cefs of Modena, who is married to the 
Emperor’s brother. The laft couple are 
lately arrived from Milan on a vifit to the 
Emprefs. 

The Imperial family are uncommonly 
well- looking, and have a very ftrong refem- 
blance to each -other. They are all of a fair 
complexion, with large blue eyes, and fomc 
of them, particularly the Arch-duke, arc 
diftinguilhed by the thick lip fo long re- 
marked in the Auflrian family. Theifceau- 
tiful Queen of France is the handfomell of 
this family, only becaufe flie is the youngell; 
fome people think that her fifter the Prin- 
cefs Albert has ftill the advantage. 

One of the unmarried Arch-duchefles, 
who formerly was thought the moft beau- 
tiful, ^has fufFered confiderably by the fmall- 
pox. — ^^A lady of the court told me, that, as 
foon as this Princefs underftood what her 
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difeafe'was, (he .called for a looking- ghfs, 
and with unafFedled pleafantry took leave of 
thofe featyres fhe often heard praifed, 
and which foe believed would be greatly 
changed before foe foould fee them .again. 
The diminution 'which the fmall-pox has 
made In the beauty of this Princefs, has not 
in the fmalleft degree impaired her good- 
humour, or the eflential part of her cha- 
rafler, which by every account is perfe6lly 
amiable. 

Wlicn the King of Pruflia faw his army 
defeated at Cunerfdorf, after he had written 
to the Queen that he was fure of vi(Sory ; 
or when any of thofe monarchs, of whom 
hiftorv gives examples, were dafoed from 
their thrones to a ftate of dependence or 
captivity, unqueftionably it required great 
ftrength of mind to bear fuch cruel reverfeS 
of fortune: but perhaps it requires more in 
a woman, whofe beauty is admired by one 
half of the human race, and envied by the 
other, to fupport its lofs with equanimity 
in all the pride of youth. — If thofe veteran 
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* beauties, who never had any thing but their 
faces to give them importance,- whom wc 
fee ftill withering on the ftalk, and repining 
that they cannot retain the bloom of May 
in the froft of December, had met with 
fuch an accident, it would probably have 
killed them at once, and faved them many 
years of defpifed exigence. 

« 


LETTER LXXXTII. 


Vicnaa^ 

J Never pafled my time more agreeably 
than fince I came to Vienna. There is not 
fuel* a conftant round of amufements as 
‘ to fill up a man’s time without any plan of 
occupation of his own ; and yet there is 
•enough to fatisfy any mind not perfectly 
vacant and dependent oa external objedls.— 
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politics, to keep alive converfation which 
is juft expiring in all the yawnings of * 
death. ^ 

Nothing of this kind, however, happens. 
The Countefs has the* art of entertaining a 
company, and of making them entertain one 
another, more than any perfon I ever knew. 
With a great deal of wit, and a perfedl 
knowledge of the world, {he poffeftes the 
moft difintercfted heai t. She is the ft rft to 
difcover the good (qualities of her friends, 
and the laft who fees their foibles. ' One of 
her greatcft pleafures is to remove preju- 
dices from amongft her acquaintances, and • 
to promote friendfhips. She has an ever- 
lafting flow of fpirits, which ihe manages 
with fuch addrefs as to delight the gay, with- 
out difpleafing the dejedled. I never knew 
any body h:^ foch a number of friends, 
and fo niucji generous friendlhip to beftow 
on each : fhe is daily making new ones, 
without allowing her regard for the old to 
diminilh. She has formed a little fyftem of 
happinefs at her own houfe, herfelf being 
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the centre of attrafUon and union. Nobody? 
is under the leaft neceflky of remaining a 
moment in this fociety after being tired. — 
They may retire when they pleafe. — No 
more notice is taken 3f the entries or exits 
of any perfon who has been once received-, 
than of a fly’s comirg in or going out of 
the room.- — There is not the fliadow of rc- 
ftraint. — If you go every night, you arc 
always treated with, equal kindnefs ; and 
if you flay away for a month, you are 
received on your return with the fame 
cheerful nefs as if you had been there every 
evening.. 

,The Englifli who come to this place are 
in a particular manner obliged to this fa* 
mily, not only for the polite reception they 
generally meet with, but alfo for the oppor* 
tunities this aflbrds them ^forming an 
acquaintance with the principal jJeople at 
Vienna. And 1 imagine there is no city in 
Europe where a young gentleman, after his 
univerfity education is finiflied, can pafs a 
year with fo great advantage ; becaufe, if 
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properly recommended, he may mix on aw 
eafy footing, with people of rank, ond have 
opportunities of improving by the converfa- 
lion of fenfible men and accomplifherf 
women. In no capital could he fee fewer 
examples; or have fewer opportunities, of 
deep ■ gaming, open profligacy, or grofsr 
debauchery. He may learn to pafs his time 
agreeably, independent of a continued round 
of amuferaents.— He may be-gradually led 
to enjoy rational converfation, and at length 
acquire the blefled faculty of being fatisfied 
with moderate pleafures. 

To thepolitenefsof the Countefs Thune,- 
and the reconvmendation of the Baron 
Swiete^ I am indebted for the agreeable 
footing I am • on with Prince Kaunitz,- 
who at prefent lives at Laxenberg, a 
pleafant village about ten miles front 
Vienna, where there is a fmall palace and' 
very extenfive ,park, belonging to the Im- 
perial family. 

Piince Kaimitz has lately built a houfe 
there, and lives in a Byle equally hofpitable 

M *' 
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and magnificent. He is not to be feen be- 
fore dinner by any but people on bufinefs ; 
but he always has a pretty large company 
at dinner, and ftill greater numbers from 
Vienna pafs their evenings at-Laxenberg ; not 
unfrequently the Emperor himfclf makes 
one of the company. This minifter has 
enjoyed the favour of the emprefs for many 
yers. He was her envoy at the treaty of 
Aix-la Chapdle in 1748, ar«l has been of 
her cabinet council ever fmce. At prefent 
he is minifier for all foreign afiairs, and is 
fuppofed to have greater influence with her 
than any other perfon. 

He is certainly a man of knowledge 
genius, and fidelity, and the affairs of this 
court have profpered greatly under bis ma- 
nagement. His friends are very much at- 
tached to him, and he (hews great difeern- 
"ment in difeovering and employing men of 
talents. He is the friend and patron of 
Monf. de Swicten. It is fuppofed 4 hat he 
advifed and negociated the French alliance, 
yet he has always had a ftrong partiality in 
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favour of the Britifh nation.— He has fome 
fingularities ; but as they do not afFe<ft any 
eflential part of his chara<Sler, they need not 
be mentioned. 


LETTER LXXrX. 

,• ' Vienna. 

I Had the pleafurcof yours by the laft port, 
wherein-you inform me that our acquain- 
tance C talks of fetting out for Vienna 

very foon. ' As nothing is fo tirefome as 
the company of one who is continually tired 
of himfelf, I fhould be alarmed at your in- 
formation, were I not abfolutely certain that 
his flay here will be very fhort, come when 
he will. ‘ * 

C— called at my lodgings one morning 


N. 
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the fummer before I had left London.— -I 
had reritiained in town merely becaufe I had 
no particular bufinefe elfewhere ; — ‘but he > 
affured me, that the town was a defert 
that it was fliameful to be feen in the ftreets j . 
— that all the world was at Brighthelmllone, 
-r-So I allowed him to condudl me to that 
place, W'here we had' remained only a f?w 
days, when he told me, that none of the 
people he cared for were tWc;, and as T 
.had nothing particular to (Main me, he 
begged as a favour that 1 would accompany 
him to Tunbridge. — We went accordingly,, 
and' to my great fatisfacStion I there found 

Mr. N ’s family. C-— remained pretty 

quiet for about four days; — he yawned a 
gpod <kal on the fifth ; — and on the fixth, 

I thought he would, have diflocated his jaws. 
As he perceived I was pteafed with the place, 
and would take none of bis hints about 
leaving it, he ^at laft pretended that he re- 
ceived a letter , which made it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for him to fet out for.London.: — 
and away Jitc went.. 
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I ftaid three weeks Rt Tunbridge. — On . 
my return to town, I underftood that C — 
had taken a genteel furniftied houfe for tho 
fummer in Yorkfhire, where he had already 
paflTed a week, having previoufly engaged a 
female frieml to go along with him. — He 
left word in town, that he was not to be 
expelled till the meeting of parliament. 
Though I never imagined that he would 
remain quite fo long, yet I was a little fur- 
iprifed to fee him enter my room' two da5rs . 
after I had‘ received this account. — He told 
me, he was quite difgufted with his houfej 
and more fo with his companion : and be* 
lides, he had taken a violent fancy to go to 
Paris, which you know, added he, is the 
moft delightful place in the world; efpecially 
in fummer ; for the company never think 
of rambling about the country like our 
giddy fools in England^ but remain toge* 
^her in the capital as fenilble people ought 
to do. 

He then propofed that we Ihould pack up 
a few things, — take pofl, pafs over, and: 
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fpend a couple of months at Paris. Finding 
I did not relifli the propofal, he wrote an 
apology to the lady in Yorkftiire, with an 
inclofed bank bill, and fet out next day by 
himfelf, I heard no more of him for fix 
vyeeks, but at the end of that time, hap- 
pening to be at Bath, I faw my friend C ~ 
enter the pump-rpom. — ’Egad, faid he, you 
are wife to ftay at home : — Paris is the moft 
infipid place on earth ; — I could not fup- 
port it above ten days, — But heaving heard 
a , good deal of Holland, I even took a jaunt 
to Amfterdam, which, between friends, I 
found very little more amufing than Paris ; 
_two days after my arrival, finding an Englifti 
Blip ready to fail, thought it would be a pity 
to let the opportunity flip; fo I ordered 
my trunk aboard. — We had a dllagreeable 
paflage : however, I arrived fafc a few 

days.ago at Harwic]|i. After this .flcetch of 
poor C— *9 turn of mind, you fee I have no 
reafbn to fear his remaining long with us, if 
he (hottld come. 

,, Foreigners aflert that the Englifh have - 
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more of f '.is reftlefs difpofition than any 
other people in Europe. 

* II faut <jue votre ville de Londres foit on 
triUe fejour. — I afked the perfon who made 
this remark to me, wherefoie he thought fo ? 

Parce que, anfwered he, tous vos jeunes 

gens que je vois en France s’ennuyent a la 
morr. — But, faid I, there are great many of 
your countrymen in London.— Affurement, 
anfwered he, with polite infolence, cela fait 
one difference. 

Our climate is accufed of producing this 
ennui. If I rightly remember, 1 formerly 
hinted fome reafons againft this opinion, and 
of late I begin to fufpcd that the exceffive 
wealth of certain individuals, and the ftate 
of fociety in our capital, are the foie caufes 
of our having a greater fhare of that malady 
among us than our neighbours. The com- 
mon people of England know nolhii^ of it : 
—neither do the induftrious of any rank, 
whether their obje£l be wealth, knowledge, 
or fame. But in England there is a greater 
number than in any other country, of young 


Digitized by Google 


KA-NTTERS IN FHAKTCE. 


ZS't 

ffrengthen the mind, and fill up the tedious 
intervals oflife, is negle6^ed. 

A young man in this fituation is prone ta 
cxcefs ; he feldom waits the natural returns 
of appetite of any kind ; — his fenfibility is 
blunted by too frequent enjoyment ; — what 
is defiled to-day, is loathed to-morrow ; — 
xvery thing at a difianre, which bears the 
name of pleafure, is an object of defire ; — 
when prefent, it becomes an object of in- 
difference, if not of difguft. — The agitations 
of gaming are tried to prevent the horrid 
ftagnation of indolence : — All amufements 
lofe their relilh, and ferve to increafe the 
languor their were meant to expel. 

As age advances, caprice, peeviflinefs, 
and tsedium augment : — The fcene is often, 
changed ; but the fame fretful piece is con>- 
ftantly a6led till the curtain is dropt, or 
is pulled down by the impatient a£lor him- 
felf before the natural end of the drama. 

Does not all t]i)iis happen in France and 
Germany ? — Doubtlefs ; but not fo often as. 
in England, for the reafons already men-- 
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tioned. In France, a' very fmall prc^ortion 
of young men have the uncontrolled pof- 
fellion of great fortunes. They have not 
the means of gratifying every defire, and 
indulging every caprice. Inftead of fpending 
their time in clubs or taverns with people 
of their own age, the greater part of the 
young nobility pafs their evenings with fome 
private family, or in thofe focieties of both 
fexes to which they have the entree. There 
the decorum due to fuch company retrains, 
of courfe, the vivacity and wantonnefs of 
their behaviour and converlation ; and ad- 
ventures occur which intereft and amufe, 
without being followed by the naufea, lan- 
guor, and remorfe,, which often fucceed 
nights fpent at the gaming-table, or the 
licenttoufnefs ^of tavern fuppers. 

Nothing has a better influence on the 
temper, difpofition^ jmd manners of a young 
perfon, than living much in the company 
of thofe whom he rsfpe^s. Exclufive of 
the improvement he may receive from their 
' converiation, he is habituated to felf-denia), 
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and mufl relinquifh many indulgences 
which lead to indolence and languor. 

The young French* nobility, even al- 
though they iliould have no great fhadte of 
ambition, no love of ftud) no particular 
turn for any of thofe higher accomplilh- 
menls which enable men to pafs the hours 
of life independent of other amufements ; 
yet they contrive to keep tasdium at a dif- 
tance by efforts of a different kind, by a 
fpecies of a^tvity peculiar to themfelves: 
They perceive, very early in life, the abfolute 
neceflity of pleafing ; this fentiment per- 
vades their general conduct, and goes a great 
way in the formation of their real charadler. 
They are attentive and obliging to all, and 
particularly endeavour to acquire and retain 
the friendfhip of thofe who can aflift their 
fortunes; and they have a relilh‘for life, 
becaufe it is not always in their power to 
anticipate enjoyment, nor can they cloy 
their appetites by fatiety. Even the mofl: 
diflipated among them are unacquainted 
with the unbounded freedom of a tavern 
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life, where all the freaks of a whimfical 
mind, and a capricious tafte','may be in- 
dulged "without hefitation, and which, after 
lot# indulgence, renders every other kind 
of fociety infupportaWe. 

With regard to the Germans, there are 
very few men of great independant fortunes 
among them. The little princes, by whom 
the riches of the country are engrofled, 
have, I fufpe6l, their own difficulties to get 
through life with any tolerable degrefe of 
fatisfaflion. As for their younger brothers 
and the middling gentry, they go into the 
army, and are fubje61ed to the rigorous and 
unremitting attentions of military difcipline. 
This, of confequence, forms a charadler, 
in many refpedts different from that of the 
£ngli(h or French gentleman. 

But I have not yet mentioned the cir- 
cumftance which, of all others, perhaps 
contributes the mod to render London the 
trifte f^jour which foreigners often find it; 
1 mean, the eftablilhment of clubs, from 
which that part of the community are 
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' excluded who have the create ft power to 
foothe the cares* and enliven the pkafures 
of life. 


LETTER LXXXV. 

^ ( 

Vienna. 

w E had an invitation lately from Monf. 
de Breteuil to dine on the top of Mount 
Calenberg, a very high mountain in the 
neighbourhood of this city. Common 
coaches or chariots cannot be dragged up ; 
but having driven to the bottom, we found 
chaifcs of a particular conftru£tion, calcu- 
lated for fuch expeditions. Thefe had been 
ordered by the AmbaCTador for the accom- 
modation of the company, and in them we 
were carried to the fummit, where there is 
a convent of Monks, from which two 
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landfcapes of vei^ oppoTite natures appear. , 
The one confifls of a feries of wild moun* 
tains ; the other, of the town, fuburbs, 
and environs of Vienna, with the various 
branches of the Danube flowing through a 
rich champaign of boundlefs extent. 

The table for dinner was covered in a 
field near the convent, under the (hade of 
fome trees. — 'lEvery delicacy of the fcafon 
was ferved up.— Madame de Matignon, 
a very beautiful and fprightly lady, daughter 
of^. de Breteuil, did the honours. — Some 
of the fineft women of Vienna, her com- 
panions, were of the company ; and the 
whole entertainment was condut^ed with 
equal talle and gaiety. 

During the deflert, fome of the Fathers 
came and prefented the company with 
bafkets of fruit and fallad from their garden. 
■—The Ambaffador invited them to fit, and 
the ladies pledged them in tokay. Monf. de 
Breteuil had previoufly obtained permiffion 

for the ladies to enter the convent ; 

which they accordingly did, as foon as 
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they rofe from table, attended by all the 
company. 

You will readily believe, that the ap- 
pearance of fo many handfome women 
would be particularly interefting to a 
community which had never before beheld 
a female within their walls. — ^This indeed 
was fufficicntly ' evident, in fpitc of the 
gravity and mortified looks of the Fathers. 

One lady of a gay difpofition laid hold 
•of a little fcourge which hung at one of 
the Father’s belts, and defired he would make 
her a prefent of it, for fhe wifhed to ufe it 
when fhe returned home, having, as flie 

faid, been a great finner. ^The Father, 

with great gallantry, begged flie would fpare 
her own fair fkin, afluring her hat he would 
give himfelf a hearty flogging on her account 
that very evening ; — and to prove how much 
he was in earneft, fell diredlly on his knees 
before a little altar, and began to whip his 
own fhouiders with great earntftnefs, de- 
claring, that when the ladies fhould retire, 
he would lay it with the fame violence on 
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his naked body ; for he was- deternrined ihe * 
fhould be as/free from fm as flie was on the 
day of her birtli. 

This melted the heart of the lady. — S,he 
begged the Father might fake no more of 

her faults upon his (houlders. She now 

aflured him that her flips had been very 
venial, and that Ihe was convinced what he 
had already don© Would clear her as com- 
pletely as if he fliould whip himfelf to the 
bone. • 

There is fomething fo ludicrous in all 
this, that you may naturally fufpedl: the 
reprefentation I have given, proceeds from 
invention rather than memory. I affure . 
you, however, in downright earnefl, that 
the fcene pafled nearly as defcribed i and, to 
prevent farther mifchief, I put the fcourge, 
which the zealous Father had made ufe ofi 
in my pocket. 

On my return to Vienna, I called the 
fame evening at the Countefs Walflein’s, 
and foon after the Emperor came there* 
Somebody had already mentioned to him 

the 

\ 
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he pious gallantry of the Father at the top 
of Mount Calenberg. — He aflced for a fight 
of the whip, which he undei flood I had 
brought away: — I had it flill in tny pocket, 

and immediately fhewed it him. He 

laughed very heartily at the warmth of the 
Father’s zeal, which he fuppofed had been 
augmented by the Ambaflador’s.tokay. 

You have often heard of the unceremo- 
nious and eafy manner in which this great 
Prince lives with his fubjetfls. Report 
cannot exaggerate on this head. The Countefs 
Walftein had no expetflations of his vifiting 
her that ^ing. — When the fervant 
named the Emperor before he entered, I 
flarted up, and was going to retire. — The 
Countefs defired me to remain, for nothing 
was more difagreeabie to him than that any 
company fliould be diflurbed'on his entering. 
— The ladies kept their feats, fome of them 
knotting all the time he remained. The 
men continued flanding while he flood, and * 
when he was feated, moft part of them fat 
. down alfo. — The Emperor put Count 
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Mahon i, tlie Spanifh ainbaflador, in miml 
of his gout, and made him fit while himfelf 
remained (landing. 

This monarch converfes with all the cafe 
and affability of a private gentleman, ‘"and 
gradually feduces others to talk with the 
fame eafe to him. He is furely much happier 
in this noble condefeenfion, and rauft acquire 
a more perfect knowledge of mankind, than 
if he kept himfelf aloof from his fubje<51s, 
continually wrapt updn his own importance 
?tnd the Imperial fur. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

t 

Vienna. 

The manners of this court are cons* 
fiderably altered fince L’dy Mary Wortley 
Montague was here, particularly fince the . 
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Rcceffion of the prefent Emprefs, whofe 
tinderftanding and aflFability have abridged 
rftanyof the irkfome ceremonials formerly 
' in ufe. Her fon’s philofophical turn of mind, 
tinJ the amiable and conciliating charafters 
of her whole family, have no doubt tended 
to put fociety in general upon more eafy 
and agreeable footing. 

■ People of different ranks now do bufinefs 
together with cafe, and meet at public places 
without any of ihofe ridiculous d;fputes about 
precedency, of wb-ch the ingenious Englilh 
lady has given Vuch lively deferiptions.— 
Yet trifling punftilios are not fo completely 
banifhed, as, I imagine^ the Emperor could 
wifh, he hi mfclf being the leaft pundiiliouS 
perfon in his dominions for there is cer- 
tainly ftili a greater feparation than good 
fenfe would dircdl, between the various clalTcs 
W the fubjefls. — ^Thc fentiments of a people 
change very gradually, and it takes a courfe 
of years before reafon, or even the example 
'of the Sovereign, can overcome old cuflom 
and prejudices. 
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The higher, or ancient families, keejr 
themfclves as diftim^ from the inferior, or 
newly-created nobility, as thefe do from the 
citizens : fo that it. is very difficult for the 
inferior cl^es to be in fociety. or to have 
their families much connefled with thofe 
of the fupeiior ranks. And, what is of more 
importance in a political fenfe,^ there are 
certain places of high truft in the government, 
;which cannot be occupied by any but the 
higher order of nobility. 

W ould you not think it difadvantageous 
for a government to keep a law in force 
which enatSs, that the offices in the (late 
which require the grcateft abilities, fhould 
he filled from that clafs of the community 
in which there is the lead chance of finding 
tliem? — Perhaps the ulage above mentioned. 
;is nearly equivalent to fuch a law. As for 
■ the peafants, who are entirely . out of the 
queftion, they. are j in many parts of the- 
. Emperor’s dominions, in a date of perfer^ 
;flavery,-and.alrnod totally dependant on the 
proprietors of the land, 
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The ideas relative to drefs fccm-t^ have! 
«itirely changed fince Lady Mary’s time, 
and if the drefs of the ladies be dill as 
abfur^ it is at leaft not fo fingular ; for they, ' 
like the reft of Europe, have now adopted 
ttie Pariftan modes. 

< ' 

The prefent race of Auftrian ladies can 
differ in nothing more than they do in looks 
from their grandmothers, who, if any of 
them were ftill alive, may be as beautiful at 
rfiii day as they were when fhe wrote; for 
time itfelf could hardly improve that uglinefs, 
which, accordin’g to her, was in full bloom 
fixty years ’ago. I have not as yet enquired 
what method the parents have devifed to 
remedy this inconveniency ; but nothing is 
more certain than that it is remedied very ' 
effedtualiy ; for at prefent there is no fcar- 
city of female beauty at the court of Vienna, 

, This being the cafe, it is natural to ima- 
gine that gallantry muft now be more pre- 
valent than when her ladyfhip was here. 
But excluflve of any real difference, which 
may have happened in the fentiments of the 
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lad ies themfelves, they are obliged to obfervc 
an uncommon degree of cnrcumfpeiSkion m 
that particular, as nothing is more heinpua 
in the eyes of her Imperial Apoftolie 
She Teems to think that the ladies of lief 
court, like the wife of Caelar, Ihould not 
only be free from- guilt, but, what is ftill 
more difficult, free from fufpicion ; and 
flrongly marks by her manner, that ffie i$ 
but too well informed when any piece of 
fcandal circulates to the prejudice of any oi 
them. 

With regard to what La*dy Mary caJlr 
lub-ni»rriages, and of which {he has giveii 
fuch a' curious account, I do not imagine 
they are common at prefent, in all the lati> 
ludebf her defcrrption. But it is not un-^ 
common for married ladies here to avow 
the greateft degree of friendffiip and at- 
tachment to men w1k> are not their hufl^nds, 
and to live with them in great intimacy,' 
without hurting their reputation, or being 
ftifpe£ted, even by their own" fex, of having 
deviated from the laws of modefty. - 
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One evening at the Count Thune’s, when 
there was a pretty numerous company, | 
obferved one lady uncommonly fad, and en- 
quired of herintimate friend, who happened 
to be there alfo, if fhe knew the caufe of this 
f idnefs ? — I do, replied Ihe ; Mr. de* — 
whom fhe loves very tenderly, ought to have 
been here a month ago ; and iall night Iho 
received a letter from him, informing her 
that he cannot be at Vienna for a month to 
come. But pray, faid I, does your friend’s 
hufband know of this violent paffion Ihc has 

forMr.de ? Ves, yes, anfwered fire, 

lie knows it, and enters with the moft 
tender fympathy into her afflidtion ; he does 
all that can be expe61ed from an affedUonate 
hufband to comfort and foothe his wife, 
affiiring her that her love will Wear away 
with time. But fhe always declares that 
fhe has no hopes of this becaufe fhe feels 
it augment every day. — Mais, au fond, con- 
tinued the lady, cela It^fait bien de la peine, 
parce que malheureufement 11 aime fa femme 
a la folie. Et fa femme, qui eft Ta meilleure 
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creature du monde, plaint infiniment fon v 
pauvre mari ; carelie a beaucoup d’amitie et 
d’efti'rae pour lui mais ellc ne f^auroit fe 
d^faire de cette malheureufe paflion pour 
Monf. de . 

.1 was not in the leaft furprifed that a 
difappoinlment of this nature fhould affect 
a woman a little ; but I own it did ailoni/h 
me that fhe fhould appear in public, on 
filch an occafion, in all the oflentation of 
forrow, like a young widow vain of her 
weeds. Here this pailion was lamented by 
her friefids as a misfortune : in England, if 
I rightly remember, fuch misfortunes are 
generally imputed to people as crimes. 



4|r 
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LETTER LXXXVIL 


, Presburg. 

^The Vifcount <le Laval having propofed 
to me lately to make a ihort tour with- 
him into Hungary, I very readily con- 
fcnted, and we arrived at this tawn ycfter- 
day morning. • 

•Freiburg, which is the cnpital of Lower 
Hungary, like Vienna, has fubuibs more 
magnificent than itfelf. In this ciiiy the 
States of Hungary hold their aflemblies, and 
in the cathedral church the Sovereign is 
crowned. 

The prefent Emprefs took refuge here 
when the Ele6tor of Bavaria was declared 
Emperor at Prague, when Ihe was abandoned 
by her allies, and when France had planned 
her deftru6Uon. Her own magnanimity, 
the generous friendlhip of Great Britain, and- 
.the courage' of her Hungarian fubjeils,' at 
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length reftored her fortunes, and fecured to 
her family the fplendid fituation they hold 
in Europe. ■- . ' ' 

What politician in 1741 could have 
thought, that in the courfe of a few years 
the Emprefs would be in ftri6l alliance with 
France, and one of her daughters featcd on 
the throne of that kingdom ? — Should a- 
foothfayer of Bofton prophefy, that John 
Hancock, or his fon, will, fome time hence, 
demand in marriage a daughter of England, 
— pray, d ) not lay an uncommon odds, that 
the thing will not happen. 

Motif, de Laval and I walked up this 
morning to the cartle, which is a noble 
Gothic building, of a fquare form, with a 
tower at each coi ner. The regalia of Hun- 
gary, confiding of the crown and feeptre of 
St. Stephen, the firfl king, are depofited 
here. Thefe arc carefully fecured by feven 
locks, the keys of which are kept by the 
lame number of Hungarian noblemen. No 
Prince is h^ld by the populace as legally 
their Sovereign till he be crowned with the 
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diadem of King Stephen ; 'and they have a 
notion that the fate of their nation depends 
on this crown’s remaining in their poflef- 
iion. It has therefore been always removed 
in times of danger to places of the greateft 
lafety. 

The Turks, aware of the influence of 
fuch a prejudice in the minds of the vulgar^ 
have, it is faid, made frequent attempts to 
feize this Palladium — The fate of Hungary 
feems now to be pretty much decided ; fo 
that exclufive of the value they put upon the 
crown, as a relic of confiderable antiquity, 
the Hungarians need not be folicitous whe- 
ther it remains in this caftle or in the Im- 
perial palace at Vienra, 

By the conflitutioH of Hungary, the 
crown is ftill held to be eledlive. This 
point is not difputed. Ail that is infifled 
on is, that the heir of the Houfe of Auf- 
tria fliall be eletSied as often as a vacancy 
happens. 

The caftle of Prefburg is the ufual re- 
fidence of Prince Albert of Saxony, who 
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married one of the Arch-duchelTes, a very 
beautiful and accomplifhed Princefs. As 
M. de Laval and I entered one of the rooms, 

. we obferved them at a window. We im- 
mediately ftarted back, and with drew, being 
in riding frocks and boots. Monf. de La- 
Val had feen their Highneffes a few days 
before at Schonbrun, and thought they had 
I been there ftill. The Princefs fent a polite 
meflage after us by a fervant, who had 
orders to conduct us through every apart- 
ment of the caftle ; Ihe herfelf ftept into , 
another room, that we might fee that which 
fhe left. 

■ All the PrinceCTes of the Auftrian family 
are diftinguifhed by an attentive and obliging 
politenefs, which is 'the more remarkable, 
as thofe who live much at courts often ac- 
quire a fpccies of politenefs which is by no 
means obliging. The fplendor and dif- 
tindtions of a court frequently infpire an 
overweening vanity, and have a peculiar 
tendency to fhake the ftcadinefs of the fe- 
male underftanding. Court ladies in general, 

■# ^ 
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but particularly fuch as fubmit to be abje(2l 
fycophants to Queens anclPrincefles, are apt 
to render themfelves ridiculous by the arro- 
gant airs they aflume to the reft of the world, 
and while they ufurp the importance of 
royalty, fill the breafts of all who know them 
with as much deteftation as is confiftent with 
contempt. 

The view from the citadel is very exten- 
five, commanding the vaft and fertile plains 
of Hungary. 

Having dined at the inn, and regaled 
ourfelves, at no great expence, with tokay, 
we went to vifit a villa at the diftance of ' 
four miles from Prefburg, belonging to a 
Hungarian nobleman. The houfe is de- 
lightfully fituatcd, — the gardens laid out a 
little too methodically ; but the park, and 
fields around, where lefs art has been ufed, 
difplay a vaft luxuriancy of natural beauties. 
— While wandering over thefe, we entered 
a little wood in a very retired place ; as we 
advanced into this, we faw a venerable 
looking old man with a long beard, who. 
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ftretching out his* hand, feemed to invite 
us to an hermitage which we obferyed 
hard by. 

The Vifcount, impatient to cultivate the 
acquaintance of a peifon of fuch- an hofpi-* 
table appearance, ran before me toward him ; 
when he got up to him, he flopped fhort as 
if furprifed, and then, to my utter attoniih- 
ment, he raifed his foot with every mark of 
indignation, and gave the poor old hermit a 
violent kick. 

I do not remember that . I was ever more 
fhocked in my life ; I was at the fame time 
quite confounded at an action fo unworthy 
in itfelf, and fo incompatible with the cha- 
tadler of Monf. de Laval. — I was foon re- 
conciled, however, to the treatment the old 
fellow had received, when 1 difcovered that 
this venerable perfonage was not the honeft 
man we took him for, but a downright im- 
poftor, made of painted wood, and drelTed 
in the robes of a hermit to deceive paflen- 
gers. 
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Over ihe door was an infcription from 
Horace — — 

V 

Odi profanum yulgus. * 

On the infide of the door — — 

Fata volentes ducunt, nolcntes. f" 

And in another part, within the her- 
mitage — 

t 

Omnes eodem cogimur; omnium ' 
Omnes urna, ferius ocius, 

Sors exitura, et nos in aeternum 
Exilium impohtura Cyinbae. % 

There were alfo feveral infcriptions takerr ' 
from Cicero, in fayour of the foul’s irn- 

f 

* I abhor the profane vulgar. 

fFate leads the willing, and drags the unwilling, 

t Thus all muft tread the path of fate. 

Thus even fhakes the mortal urn, 

Whofe lot embarks us, foon or late, 

On Charon’s boat, ah, never to return ! 

Francis. ‘ 
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Eiortality, which I am forry I negledled to 
tranfcribe. — We returned in the evening to 
this place, and are to fet out to-morrow 
for Prince Eftherhafie’s. 

I 

LETTER LXXXVin. 


^cnn*. 

Having left Prcfburg, we travelled eight 
ports actofs a very fertile country to the 
palace of Ertherhafie, the refidence ' of the 
Prince of that name. He is the firft in 
rank of the Hungarian nobility, and one of 
the mort magnificent fabjedls in Europe. 
He has body-guards of his own, all genteel 
looking men, richly, dreffed in the Hungarian 
.manner.. 
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The palace is a noble building, lately 
finifhed, and fituated near a fine lake. The ' 
apartments are equally grand and commo- 
dious : the furniture more fplendid than 
almoft any thing I have feen in royal palaces. 

In the Prince’s own apartment there> are 
fome curious mufical clocks, and one in the 
fhape of a bird, which whilVles a tune every 
hour. ^ 

■ Juft by the palace, there is a theatre for , 
operas, and other dramatic entertainments, 
and in the gardens, a large room with 
commodious apartments for mafquerades 
and balls. 

At no great diftance, there is another 
theatre exprefsly built for puppet- (hows. 
This is much larger and more commodious 
than moft provincial playhoufes, and I am 
bold to aflert, is the moft fplendid that has 
as yet been reared in Europe for that fpecies 
of a£lors. We regretted that we could not 
have the pleafure of feeing them perform ; 
for they have the reputation of being the 
.beft comedians in Hungary. 


Digitized by Google 



5o^ vmv Of socifiY ATftJ 

We had the curiofity to peep behind .the 
curtain, and f»w Kings, Emperors, Turk’s, 
and Ghriftians, all ranged very fociably 
together. — King Solomon was obferved in a 
corner in a very fufpicious tete-a-tete with 
' tlie Queen of Sheba. - 

Among other curiofities, there is in the 
garden a wooden houfe, built upon wheels. 
It contains a room with' a table, chairs, a 
looking- glafs, chimney, and fire-place. 
There are alfo clofets, with many neceflary 
accommodations.— The Prince fometimes 
entertains twelve people in this vehicle, all of 
whom may eafily fit round the table, and 
the whole company may thus take an airing 
together along the walks of the garden, and 
many parts of the park, which are as level 
as a bowling-green. The machine, when 
thus Iqaded, is eafily drawn by fix or eight 
horfes. 

, Prince Eftherhafie having heard of M. de 
Laval's being in the garden, fent us aij 
invitation to the opera, which was to be 
performed that evening but as we had 
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brought with us no drefs proper for fuch an 
occaiion, we were forced to decline this obr; 
lig'mg invitation. The Prince afterwards fent 
a carriage in. which we drove round the 
garden and parks. Thefe are of v;aft: extent, 
and beautiful beyond defcription ; arbors, 
fountains, walks, woods, hills, and valleys, 
being thrown together in a charming con- 
fufion. — If you will look over Ariofto’s 
defcription of the gardens in Alcina’s 
enchanted illand, you will have an idea . of 
the romantic fields of Eftherhafie, which are 
alfo inhabited by the fame kind of animals* 


Tra le purpuree rofe e i bianchi gigli, 

Cha tepid aura frefehi ognora ferba, 

Sicuri fi vedean lepri e cdnigH ; 

E cervi con la fronte alta e fuperba, 

Senza temer che alcun li uccida o pigH, 
Pafeono, e ftanfi rumlnando I’erba : 

E Saltan daini e capr^fnelli e defiri, 

Che fono in copia in quei luoghi campcfiri.* 


^ While 'midst the roses red and lilies fair, 
Fvr ever nurs’d by kindly lephjr’s care. 
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M. de Laval was in raptures with the 
gardens of Eftherhafie. In the height of his 
admiration, I alked him, how they flood 
in his opinion, compared with thofe of 
Verfailles ? 5 

Ah, parbleu 1 Monfieur, anfwered he,- 
Verfailles etoit fait expres pour n’etre com- ’ 
par6 a rien. — He acknowledged, however,* 
with difficulty, that, except France, no 
other country he had feen was fo beautiful 
as this. ' - 

Having wandered here many hours, w« 
returned to the inn, where a. fervant waited 
\yith Prince Eflherhafie’s compliments, and 
a bjfket containing two bottles of Tokay, 
and the fame quantity of Champaign and 
of Old Hock. We lamented very fmcerely, 
that we could not have the honour of 

f 

Tbe Bimble hares, in wanton mazes plaj’d, 

And stately stags wi ranching antlers stray’d j 
Without the fear of hostile hand, they stood 
To crop, or rnminate their grassy food. 

The wild goats frolick ; leap the nimble deer, 

' That in this rural place in troops appear. 
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waiting on this very magnificent Prince, 
and thanking him perfonally tor fo much 
politenfs; 

- A compagny of Italian fingers and adlors 
were then at the inn, and preparing for the 
opera. Great preparations were making for 
the entertainment of the Emprefs and all 
the Coiirt, who are foon to make a vifit of 
feveral days to Eftherhafie. Though the 
Imperial family, and many of the nobility, 
. are to lodge in the palace, yet every corntr 
of this large and commodious inn is alriedy 
befpoke for the company which are invited 
upon that occafion. 

Hungary is a very cheap country, the 
land being infinitely fertile, and in fome 
places producing the moft efteemed grapes 
in 'Europe. It is beautiful with lakes, the 
^wimlings of the Danube, and many ftreams 
.which flow into that fine river. In the 
, woods of Hungary arc bred a race of horfes 
.the moft a6Hve, hardy, and fpirited, for 
^their fize, in the world. Thefe have been 
found very ufefui in war, and the huITars, 
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or light dragoons of the AuHrian army, are 
mounted on them. 

The men in Hungary are remarkably 
handfome and weli-ihaped. Their appear- 
ance is improved by their drefs, which you 
■ knotY is peculiar, and very becoming. 

Lady M. W. Montague ailerts, that the 
Hungarian women are far 'more beautiful 
than- the Auftrian. For my part, ' I think 
of women, M.’de Laval does of Vcr- 
failles : — that they are not to be compared . 
w?lk‘ any thing, not even with one ano-^ 
ther. And therefore, without prefuming 
to take a comparative view of their beauty, 
it may be remarked in general, that where 
the men are handfome and well-made, it 
is natural to fuppofe, that the women will 
pofll-fs the fame advantages j for parentt 
generally beftow as much attention to thfc 
making of their daughters as of thdf 
Ions. In confirmation of ' which do4Slrine, 

I can aflure you, that I have fecn as hand- 
fome women as men in Hungary, and 
'tuic of the prettied women, in niy opinibn. 
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*t . prefent at the Court of Vienna, is a 
Hungarian. 

None of the Emprefs’s fubje£b are taxed 
fo gently, or enjoy fo many privileges, as 
the Hungarians. This is partly owing to 
the grateful remembrance Ihe has of their 
loyalty and attachment in the days of her 
diftrefs. But although this fentiment were 
not fo (lrong j|||yier bread as it really is, 
there are political reafons for continuing to 
them the fame exemptions and privileges; 
for nothing can be more dangerous than dif- 
obliging the inhabitants of a frontier coun-« 
try, which borders on an inveterate enemy, 
*— Nor could any thing pleafe the Turks 
more, than to find the hearts of the Hun> 
gnrlahs alienated from the houfe of Aaf« 
tria. 

1 found this country, and the company 
of M. de Laval, fo very agreeable, that I 
(lK>uki have been happy to have extended 
our excurfion farther ; but he is obliged to 
fct out foon for Chamberry to pay his duty 
to the Comte d’ArtoiS; who is expe^ed 
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there to wait on his future fpoufe, the 
Princefs of Savoy. We therefore returned 
by the dirc(^ road from Eftherhafie to 
Vienna. 


LETTER l'xXXIX. 


Vienna. 

the fate of poor is finaHy decided, 

and he now finds, that to be ruined is 
not a matter of fo much indifference as 
he once imagined. I neither fee the pof- 
fibility of his extricating himfelf from hi? 
prefent difficulties, nor in what manner he 
will be able to fupport them. Accufiomed 
to every luxurious indulgence, how can 
he hear th^ inconveniencies of poverty ? ~ 
Diffipated and inattentive from his child-* 
hood, how can he make any exertion for ' 

himfelf? . 
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himfelf ? — His good-humour, genteel figure, 
and pliantn^iljpofition, made him well re- 
ceived by all. — While he formed no ex- 
pedlations from their friendfliip, his com- 
pany feemed particularly acceptable to fome 
who are at prefent in power : whether it 
will be equally fo ijow, when he has no- 
thing elfe to depend on, is to be tried. 
And I really think it as well for him 
that it be tried now, as five or fix years 
hence. 

This calamity has been long forefeen. — 
There feemed to be almoft a necelfity that 
it fhould happen fooner or later ; for he 
had neither caution, plan, nor obje£l in his 
gaming. — He continued it from habit 
alone. Of all mankind, he was the leaft 
covetous of exceffive wealth ; and exclufivc 
of gaming, he always lived within his in- 
come, not from a defire of faving money, 
but naerely bccaufe he had no tafte for great 
.expence. — How often have we (een him 
lofe immenfe furos to thofe who could never 
have paid the half, had he happened to 

VOL. II. o 
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win it : and to fome of whom he had 
lent the money which enablfd them to 
Hake again ft him ? 

There are many carclefs young men of 
great fortunes, who game in the fame 
ftyle, and from no other motives than 
thofe of our unhappy friend. — ,What is 
the confequence ? — The money circulates 
for a while among them, but remains 
finally with perfons of a very different 
charaaer. — I fhall not fuppofe that any of 
the very fortunate gamefters we have been 
acquainted with, have ufed thofe means 
to correa fortune which are generally 
reckoned fraudulent. I am fully per- 
fuaded, they are feldomer praaifed in the 
clubs in London, than in any other gam- 
ing focieties in the world. — Let all flight 
of hand, and every fpecies of downright 
{harping, be put out of the queftion; but 
ftill we may fuppofe, that among a great 
'number of carelefs inattentive people of 
fortune, a few wary, cool, and Ihrewd 
'men are mingled, who know howtocon- 
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, ceal real cautioa and defign under appa- 
rent inattention and gaiety of manner;—* 
who have a perfe6l comtuand of them- • 
felves, pufti their luck when fortune fmiles, 
and refrain when flie changes her difpofi- 
tion : , — who have calculated the chances, 
and underftand every game where judg- 
ment is required. 

If there are fuch* men, is not the pro- 
bability of winning infinitely in their fa- 
vour ? — Does it not amount to almoft as 
great a certainty as if they had adfually 
load^ the dice or packed the cards ? — I 
know you live in the habit of intimacy 
with fome who anfwer to the above de- 
fcription ; and I have heaid you lay, that 
however fortunate they may have been, you 
were fully convinced that nothing can be 
fairer than their manner of playing. I ac- 
' cufe them of taking no' other advantages than 
thofe above-mentioned ; but I appeal to your 
own experience, — pray recoiled^, — and I am 
greatly raiftaken, if you will not find, that 
by far the greater part of thofe who have 
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“ made fortunes by play, afid have kept them 
when made, are men of cool, cautious, 
' fhrewd, and felfilh charadlers. 

If any of thefe very fortunate people vrere 
brought to a trial, and examined by what 
' means they had accumulated fuch fums, 
while fo many others had entirely loft, or 
greatly impaired their fortunes (if the word 
efprit be allowed to imply that artful fupe- 
riority Which belongs to their characJ^ers), 
they might anfwer in the words of the wife 
of Concini Marechal d’Ancrc, when ftie was 
alked what charm (he had^made tsfeofto 
fafcinate the mind of the C^ueen r — De 
’ I’afceydant, fhe replied, qu’un efprit fup^- 
rieur a tonjours fur des efprits foibles. — Cer- 
tainly there can be no greater weaknefs, 
than for a man of independent fortune to 
game in fuch a manner as to rilk lofing it, 
for the chance of . doubling or tripling his 
Income : becaufe the additional happinefs 
arifing fiom any fuppofable addition of 
wealth, can never be within a thoufand de- 
grees fo great, as the mifery which would be 
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die confequence of his being ftripped of his ' 
original fortune. ^ 

This conhderation alone, one would ima- , 
gine, might be fufficient to deter any reafo- 
nable man from a condudt fo weak and ab- ' 
furd : yet there are other confiderations , 
which give much additional weight to the ^ 
argument ; — ^ the difmal efFedis which the 
continued pra<Slice of gaming has fometimes 
been oblcrved to produce in the dirpofitioii 
of the mind, and the moft effential parts of ^ 
the character, deftroying every idea of qeco- 
nomy, engro/Gng the whole time, under- 
mining the beft principles, perverting the 
qualities of tihe heart, rendering men callous 
to the ruin of acquaintances, and partakei s, 
with a favage infenftbility, in the fpoils of 
their unwary friends. 

The peculiar inflances with which you, 
and I are acquainted, where the long conti- 
nued habit of deep play has had no fuch 
efFe£b, are proofs of the rooted honour and 
integrity of certain individuals, and may 
ferve as exceptions to a general rule, but 
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cannot be urged as arguments againft the 
ufual tendency of gaming. If men of for- 
tune and charadler adopted the pra6Iice of 
gaming upon any principle of reafoning, 
there might be a greater probability of 
their being reafoned out of it : but moft of 
them begin to game, not with any view or 
fixed plan of increafing their wealth, but 
merely as a fafhionable amufcment, or per- 
haps by way of Ihowing the liberality 
of their fpirii, and their contempt for 
money. 

I would not be very pofitive, ;that fome 
of them have not mifiaken for admiration 
that furprife which is exprefled when any 
perfon has loft an immenfe fum. And this 
miftake may have given them lefs' repug- 
nance to the idea of becoming the objefts of 
admiration in the fame way. Afterwards 
endeavouring to win back what they had 
fo idly loft, the habit has grown by de- 
grees, and at length has become their foie 
refource from the wearinejs which thofe 
born to great fortunes, and who have not 
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early in life acquired/ome faculty of amuf- 
ing themfelves, are more prone to fall into 
than others. Men born to no fuch expedla- 
tions, whatever their natural difpofitions 
may be, are continually roufed from indo- 
lence by avocations which admit of no de- 
lay. The purfuit of that independence, for 
which almoft every human bofom fighs* 
and whofe value is unknown only to thofe 
who have always poflefled it, is thought a 
neceflary, and is often found an agreeable 
employment to the generality of mankind. 
This, with the other duties of life, is fuffi- 
cient to engrofs their time and thoughts, and 
guard them from the pains and penalties of 
idlenejs. 

As the purfuit of wealth is fuperfluous 
in men of rank and fortune, fo it would be 
unbecoming their fituation. Being de- 
prived of this, which is fo great an objeft 
and refource to the reft of mankind, they 
ftand in more need of foinething to fupply 
its - place. I know of nothing which can 
fo completely, and withfo much propriety. 
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have this esfFedt, as a <afte for letters, and 
love of fcence. I therefore think tbefc 
, are more eflentiaHy neceffary to the happi< 
nefs of people of high rank and great for- 
tune, than to thofe in confined circurrr-' 
ftances. 

i 

If indqrendence be defired with univerlal _ 
ardour by mankind, the road of fcicnce is 
neither the moft certain, nor the fhortefl: 
way to attain it. But thofe who are already 
in pofllflion of this, have infinite need of 
the other to teach them to enjoy their inde- 
pendence with dignity and fatisfadlion, and 
10 prevent the gifts of fortune from beco- 
ming fources of mifery inftead of happinefs. 

If they are ambitious, the cultivation of let- 
ters, by adorning their minds, and enlarging 
their faculties, will facilitate their plans, and 
render them more fit for the high fituations 
to which they afpire. If they are devoid 
of ambition, they have ftill more occafion 
for fome of the purfuits of fcience, as re- 
fources againfl: the languor of retired or in- 
afUve life. — Quod fi non hie tantus fru<Sus 
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oftenderelur, et fi ex his ftudiis delediatio 
fola peteretur ; tameh, ut opinor, hanc ani- 
mi remiflionem, humaniffimam ac libera- 
liffimana judicaretis. 

This love of letters, confidered merely as 
an amufement, and to fill up agreeably 
the vacant hours of life, I believe to be 
more elTentially neceffary to men of great 
fortune than to thofe who Have none ; — to 
men without ambition, than to thofe who 
are animated by that adlive paflion ; and to 
the generality of Englifhmen more than to 
the natives of either Germany or Fraiicc.— 
The Germans require very little variety. 
They can bear the languid uniformity of 
life always with patience, and often with 
fatisfadlion. They difplay an equanimity 
under ‘dtfguft that is quite aftonilhing.— 
The French, though not fo celebrated for 
patience, are of all mankind the lead liable 
to defpondence. Public affairs, fo apt to 
difturb the repofe of many woi fhipful citizens 
of London, never give a Frenchman unea- 
finefs. If the arms of France are fuccefsful, 

o * 
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he rejoices with all his heart ; — if they are 
unfortunate, he laughs at the commanders 
with all his foul. If his miftrefs is kind, he 
celebrates her goodnefs, and commends her 
tafte; — if fhe is cruel, he deiides her folly 
in the arms of another. < 

No people ever were fo fond of amufe- 
ment, and fo eafily amufed. It feems to 
be tlie chief objedt of their lives, and they 
contrive to draw it from a thoufand fources, 
in which no other people ever thought it 
could be found. I do not know where I 
met with the following lines ; they are 
natural and eafy, and feem expreflive of the 
condudl and fentiments of the whole French 
nation. 

M’amufer, n’importe comment, 

-Fait toute ma philofophie. 

Je crois ne perdre aucun moment 

Hors le moment ou je m’ennuie; 

Et je tiens ma tache finie. 

Pourvu qu’ainfi tout doucement; 

Je me defalTe de la vie. 
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Our countrymen who have applied to 
letters, have profecuted every branch of 
fcience as fuccefsfully as any of their neigh- 
bours. But thofe of them who ftudy mere 
amufement, independent of literature of any 
kind, certainly have not been fo happy in 
their refearches as the French. Many things 
which entertain the latter, fcem frivolous 
and infipid to the former. The Englifh 
view objedfs through a darker medium. 
Lefs touched than their neighbours with the 
gaieties, they are more alfedted by the vexa- 
tions of life, under which they are too ready 
to defpond. They feel their fpirits flag with 
the repetition of fcenes which at firft were 
thought agreeable. This ftagnation of animal 
fpirits, from whatever caufeit arifes, becomes 
itfelf a caufe of defperate refolutions, and 
debafing habits. 

A man of fortune, therefore, who can 
acquire fuch a relifli for fcience as will 
make him rank its purfuits among his 
* amufements, has thereby made an acqui- 
fltion of more impor tance to his happincfs, 
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than if he had acquired another edate equal 
in value to his firft. I am almofl convinced, 
that a tade of this kind is the only thing 
which can render a man of fortune (efpe- 
cially if his fortune be very large) tolerably 
independent and eafy through life. Which- 
focver of the roads of fcience he loves to 
follow, his curiofity will continually be kept 
awake. An inexhaudible variety of intereding 
obje£ls will open to his view, — his mind will 
be repleniflied with ideas, — and even when 
the purfuits of ambition become infipid, he 
will dill have antidotes againd taedium, and 
(other things being fuppofed equal) the bed 
chance of pafTing agreeably through life, that 
the uncertainty of human events allows to 
man. 
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LETTER CX. 


Vienna. 

In your laft, you fliow fuch a paffion for 
anecdote, and feem fodefirousof my Infifting 
on mariners and characters, that I fear you 
will not be pleafed with my laft long epiftle 
upon a fubjcA entirely remote from what 
you demand. But you muft remember, that 
you were warned from the beginning of this 
correfpondence, that I would retain the 
privilege of digrefting as often as I pleafed, 
and that my letters ftiould frequently treat 
of what I thought, as well as what I faw. 
However, this fhall confift entirely of fights. 
The fiift I fhall mention was exhibited 

foon after our arrival at Vienna. This was 

# 

the feaft of St. Stephen, at which the 
Emperor dined in public with the knights. 
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He was at the head of the table; his 
brother and brother-in-law next him, and 
the other knights fat according to feniority. 
'The Arch-ducheffes, with fome of the 
principal ladies of the court, were at a 
balcony within the hall to fee this cere- 
mony. — ;The Emperor and all the knights 
were dreffed in the robes of the order. 
The Hungarian guards, with their fabres 
drawn, furrounded the table. 

• 

The honour of ferving the Emperor at 
this folemnity belongs entirely to the Hun- 
garians. When he called for drink, a 
Hungarian nobleman poured a little of the 
wine into a cup and tailed it ; he after- 
wards filled another, which he prefented 
with one knee touching the ground. The 
Emperor often fmiled upon this nobleman 
as he went through the ceremony, and 
feemed to indicate, by the whole of his 
behaviour, that he confidered fuch fubmif- 
five bendings of one man to another, as 
greatly mifplaced, and that he fuffered this 
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mummery mel-ely in compliance with an- 
cient cuflom. 

There was great crowding to fee this 
feaft, and it was not without difficulty 
I got admiffion ; though, after all, there 
was nothing to be fecn but fome well- 
dreffed men, who ate an exceeding good 
dinner with tolerable appetite. 

Since the feaft of St. Stephen, we have 
been witneflfes to the annual ceremony in 
commemoration of the defeat of the Tutkifti 
army, and the raifing the fiege of Vi- 
enna by John Sobiefki, King of Poland. 
The Imperial family, and the principal no- 
'bility of both fexes, walked in folemn pro 
ceffion, and heard mafs at the church of 
St. Stephen on this occafion. In the 
middle of the. ftreet, leading from the 
palace to the church, a platform was 
raifed, upon which the company, who 
formed the proceffion, walked. — The ftretts 
were lined with the Imperial guards, and 
the windows and tops of the houfes were 
crowded with fpetSlators. — The Duke of 
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Hamilton and I found a very good {Ituation 
at a window with the Venetian ambadfador. 

This ceremony would have been too 
fatiguing for the Emprefs : — She therefore 
did not attend : — The Emperor, the Arch- 
dukes and Duchedfes, with all the nobility, 
did. A prodigious train of bifhops, prieds, 
and monks, followed ; and a numerous band 
of mufic played as they went along. 

As this is a day of rejoicing, the richeft 
and gayeft dreffes are .thought the mod ex- 
preflive of the pious gratitude becoming 
fuch an occadon. The ladies difplayed 
their devotion in the mod brilliant manner. 
Their minds, however, were not fo much 
exalted by heavenly contemplations, as to 
be above taking notice of their earthly 
acquaintances at the windows, whom they 
regaled with fmiles and nods as they walked 
along. 

Next day the Imperial family dined in 
public, and many people jWcnt to fee them. 
I was not of the number, though nobody 
can more fincerely widi them the enjoyment 
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of all the comforts of life. I know not 
on what principle the Royal Family in 
France, and other countries in Europe, 
have adopted the cuftom of eating in pub- 
lic. They cannot imagine, that the fee- 
ing them chew and fwallow their vitSluals 
can create a vaft deal of admiration in thp 
beholders. It would certainly be taken for 
granted, that they could perform thefc nc- 
ceflary functions, although a clout! of wit- 
neffcs were not admitted to confirm the. 
fa61. If thefe exhibitions are defigned for 
the cnterta'mment of the fubjedls, a thou- 
fand could be thought of more amufing 
to them ; for however interclling the part 
of an a£lor at a fcaft may be, that of a 
fpe£lator is furcly one of the moft infipid 
that can be imagined. 

But the fame evening there was a grand 
mafquerade at Schonbrun, which was more 
generally amufing. — Four thoufand tickets 
were diftributed on this occafion. — —• A 
large party of dragoons were placed along 
the road from Vienna, to keep the coaches 
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in a regular line, and to prevent confufion. 
The principal rooms of this magnificent 
palace were thrown open for the reception 
of the company. In three large halls on the 
ground-floor, tables were covered with a 
cold collation of all kinds of fowls, ham, 
and confections, with pine apples and every 
fort of fruit. Thefe, with Old Hock, Cham- 
pagne, and other kinds of wine, were ferved 
with readinefs and profufion to all whoaflced 
for them. 

At the end of the large dining-room, 
there was a raifed feat for the Emprefs, 
and fome ladies who attended her. Here 
a grand Ballet was danced by the Arch-duke, 
the Arch-duchefles, the Princefs of Mo- 
dena, and fome of the chief nobility, to 
the number of twenty-four. The dancers, 
both male and female, were drefled in white 
filk, flounced with pink coloured ribands, 
and enriched with a valt profufion of 
diamonds. 

This Ballet was performed three times 
at proper intervals. Thofe who had feen 
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it once, palTed into the gallery, and other 
apartments, giving way to a new fet of 
fpeflators. In the garden, on a rifing 
ground oppofite to the palace windows, a 
temporary fabric was eredled in the form 
of a large and magnificent temple. This 
was illuminated by an incredible number 
of lamps, and gave the appearance of a 
very extraordinary piece of architedlure, 
which continued flaming through the whole 
night, and had a very fine effedl, viewed 
from Vienna, and other places at a greater 
di fiance. 

The Emperor mixed with the company 
without ceremony or difiindlion, taking no 
part himfelf but as a fpeftator. He was 
converfing in the middle of the hall, in the 
mofi familiar manner, with an Englifii 
gentleman, without obferving, that the third 
Ballet was going to be danced, when the 
mafier* of the ceremonies whifpered him in. 
the ear. — The Emperor, fcizing the Eng- 
lifiiman by the arm, faid Allons, Monfienr, 
on nous chaffe— il faut fe retirer ; and im- 
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mediately walked into another room, to give 
place to others who had not yet feen the, 
dance. 

.' This very fplcndid entertainment was 
given to the Arch-duke, and the Princefs 
of Modena, whofe ufual refidence is at, 
Mdan. — The Emprefs, thus furrounded by 
her ofispring, appeared cheerful and happy... 
— She feemed to enjoy the vivacity, and 
fympathife with the gaiety, of the company. 
—rShe is greatly beloved by her own children, 
and by her fubje«£ks in general, whom ft»e alfo 
confiders as her children in a greater degree, 
than is ufual for fovereigns. 

It is an error to imagine, that great de- 
votion has a tendency to four the temper : 
though it mufi: acknowledged, that it 
has not always the , power of fweetening 
the very auftere trunks on which it is fome- 
times grafted ; hut in a chara£ler naturally 
benevolent, every good difpofition will be 
ftrengthened and animated by real piety. 
Of this I have feen a thoufand inftances, 
and. I believe her Imperial Majefty affords one. 
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LETTER XCI. 


Vieiuuu 

The Emperor is of a middle fixe, wdU 
made, and of a fair complexion. He has a 
confiderable referablance to his lifter, the 
Queen of France, which, in my opinion, is 
faying a great deal in favour of his looks. 
—Till I faw fomethlng of his ufual beha- 
viour, I did not think it poffible for a perfon 
in fuch an elevated fituation, to put every 
body with whom he converfed upon fo eafy 
a footing. ’ 

His manner, as I have often mentioned, 
is affable, obliging, and perfectly free from 
the rcfcrved and lofty depot tment affumed by 
fome on account of high birth. Whoever 
has the honour to be in company with him. 
To far from being checked by fuch defpicable 
‘ pride, has need to be on ht» guard, not to 
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adopt fuch a degree of familiarity as, what- 
ever the condcfcenfion of the one might 
permit, would be highly improper in the 
other to ufe. , \ 

He is regular in his way of life, moderate 
in his pleafures, Heady in his plans, and dili- 
gent in his bufinefs. He is fond of his 
army, and inclines that the foldiers fhould 
have every comfort and neceflary conhfteot 
with their htuation. He is certainly an 
oeconomift, and lavifhes very little money 
on ufelefs pomp, midrefles, or favourites ; 
and it is, I fuppofe, on no better foundation 
than this, that his enemies accufe him of 
avarice. 

I cannot help regarding oeepnomy as one 
of the mod ufeful qualities in a prince. Li- 
berality, even when pudied to an imprudent 
length, may, in a private perfon, proceed 
from a kind of greatnefs of mind, becaufe 
his fortune , is in every fenfe his own, and 
he can injhre nobody but h imfelf la- 
vidiing it away. — He knows that when 
, it is gone, nobody will teimburfe him for 
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his extravagance. — He Teems, therefore, 
to have taken the refolution to fubmit to 
the inconveniency of future poverty, ra- 
ther than renounce the prefent happinefs 
of aiding with a magnificent liberality, 
and bellowing on others more than he can 
afford. 

This is not the cafe with a prince. — 
What he fquanders is not his own, but the 
public money. — He knows that his pomp 
and fplendour will be kept up, and that his 
fubjedls, not he, are to feel the inconvenien- 
cies of his prodigality. When I hear, there- 
fore, that a King has given great Turns of 
money to any particular perfon ; from the 
fums given, the perfon who receives il| the 
motive for the gift, and other circumllances, 
1 can judge whether it is well or ill difpofed 
of ; but in either cafe, it cannot be called 
generofity. 

The virtue of generofity confifts in a 
man’s depriving himfelf of fomething for the 
fake of another. There can be no genero- 
fity in giving to John what James mull re- 
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place the next moment.. What called 
generofity in Kings, very often conftfts in 
bcflowing that money on the idle part of 
their fubjedls which they have fqueezed 
from the induftrious. 1 have heard a parcel 
of fiddlers and opera dancers praife a Prince 
for his noble and generous behaviour to 
them, while men near his perfon, of ufeful 
talents and real worth, were diftref^ for 
bread. The Cmperor certainly has none of j 

that kind of generofity. , 

His ufual drefs (the only one indeed in I 

which I ever fayv him, except at the feaft of 
the Knights of St. Stephen) is a plain uni-* 
form of white faced with red. — When he 
goel^o Laxenburg, Schonbrun, and other 
places near Vienna, he generally drives two 
horfes in an open chaife, with a fervanl be- 
hind, and no other attendant of any kind 
He very feldom allows the guard, to turn out 
as he pafTes through the gate. — Nobody ever 
had a ftronger difpofition to judicious in- 
quiry ; he is fond of converfing with inge- 
nious people.— When he hears of any per- I 
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fon, of whatever rank or country, being dillin- 
guiftied for any. particular talent, he is eager 
to converfe with him, and turns the con- 
yerfation to the fubje<ft on which that perfoii 
is thought to -excel, drawing from him all 
the ufeful information he can. Of all the 
means of knowledge, this is perhaps the 
moft powerful, and the moft proper that 
can be ufed by one whofe more neceflary 
occupations do not leave him much time for 
ftudy. 

He feems to be of opinion, that the va- 
nity and ignorance of many Princes arc 
frequently owing to '"the forms in which 
they are intrenched, and to their being 
deprived of the advantages which the reft of 
mankind enjoy from a free comparifon and 
exchange of fcntiment. He is convinced, 
that unlefs a King can contrive to live in 
(bme focietieS on a footing of equality, and 
can weigh his own merit, without throwing 
his guards and pomp into the fcaie, it would 
be difficult for him to know either the world 
or himfelf, 

VOL, ir. r \ 
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Ontf evening at the Countefs Walftein's, 
the converfation leading that way, the 
Emperor enumerated fome remarkable and 
ludicrous inftances of the inconveniencies of 
etiquette, which had occurred at a certain 
court. One perfon prefent hinted at the 
. cfFe(Stual means his Majefty had ufed to 
banifh every inconveniency of that kind 
from the Court of Vienna. To which he 
replied. It would be bard indeed, if, becaufe 
. I have the ill-fortune to ^be an Emperor, I 
fliould be deprived of the pleafures of focial 
life, which are fo much to m*y tafte. All 
the grimace and parade to which people in 
my fituation are accu domed from their 
cradle, hav? not made me fo vain, as to 
imagine that I am in any edential quality 
fuperior to other men; and if I had any 
tendency to fuch an opinion, the fureft way 
to get rid of it, is the method I take, of 
mixing in fociety, where I have daily occa- 
fions of finding myfelf inferior in talents to 
thofe I meet with. Confcious of this, it 
would afford me no enjoyment to affume 
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airs of a fuperiority which I feel does not 
exift. 1 endeavour therefore to pleafc, and 
to be pleafed ; and as much as the incon- 
veniency of my fituation will permit, to 
enjoy the bleffings of fociety like other men, 
convinced that the man who is fecluded 
from thofe, and raifes himfelf above friend- 
fliip, is alfo raifed above happinefs, and 
deprived of the means of acquiring know- 
ledge. 

This kind of language is not uncommon 
with poor philofophers ; but I imagine it 
is rarely held by Princes, and the inference* 
to be drawn from it more rarely put in 
praiStice. 

A few days after this, there was an ex- 
hibition of fire- works on the Prater. This 
is a large park, planted with wood, and 
furrounded by the Danube, over which 
there is a'^ wooden bridge. ' No carriages 
being allowed to pafs, the company leave 
their coaches at one end, and walk. There 
is a narrow path railed off on one fide of 
the bridge. Many people very injudicioufly 


Digitized by Google 



34o VIKW Oir "SOCIETY XMJ 

took this path, to which there is an cafy 
entrance at one end, but the exit is difficult at 
the other ; for only one perforr can go out 
at a time. The path therefore was very foon 
choaked up ; the unfortunate paffengers 
crept on at a fnail’s pace, and in the moft 
Ilraitened and difagreeable manner imagi- 
nable ; whilft thofe who had kept the wide 
path in the middle of the- bridge, like 
the fortunate and wealthy in their journey 
through life, moved along at their eafe, 
totally regardlefs of the wretched circum- 
ftances of their fellow-paffengers. 

Some few^ of the prifoners in the narrow 
paflage who were of a fmall fize, and un- 
common addrefs, crawled under the rail, and 
got into the broad' walk in the middle ; but 
all who were tall, and of a larger make, were 
obliged to remain and fubmit to their fate. 

' An , Englifliman, who had been at the 
Countefs Walftein’s when the Emperor ex- 
prefled himfelf as above mentioned, was of 
the laft clafs. The Emperor, as he paffed, 
feeing that thofe of a fmall fize extricated 
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tl^mfelves, while the Englifhman remained 
fixed in a very awkward fituation, called out. 
Ah, Monfieur ! Je vous aie bien annoncd 
combien il eft incommode d’etre trop grande 
—■A. prefent vous devez eire bien de mon 
avis Mais comme je ne puis rien faire 
pour vous foulager, je vous recommande k 
Saint George. 

There are people, who having heard of 
the Emperor’s uncommon affability, and of 
his total contempt of pomp and parade, of 
which the bulk of mankind are fo much 
enamoured, have afferted, that the whole is 
affe>5lation. But if the whole tenor of any 
perfon’s words and adlions is to be confideied 
as afFedlation, I do not know by what means 
we are to get at the bottom of his real cha- 
rafter. Yet people who have a violent tafte 
for any particular thing, are extremely ready 
to believe, that thofe who have not the fame 
tafte are affefted. 

I do not remember that I ever told you, 

that our friend R , who loves his bottle 

above all things, and who, I believe, efteems"" 
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you above all men, let me into a part of your 
charadter of which I never had the fmalleft 
fufpicion. 

One day after dinner, when a couple of 
bottles had awakened his friendlhip, and 
laid open his heart, he took it into his head 
to enumerate your good qualities, and con- 
cluded the lift, by faying, that you were no 
milk-fop. — I know what that expreffion 
imports in the mouth of R — I thereforfe - 
ftarted, and faid, I had feldom feen you 
drink above three glafles at a time in my 
life. — Nor I, faid he ; but take my word for 
it, he is too honeft a fellow not to love good 
wine, and I am certain his fobriety is all 
affc^iation. 
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LETTER XCII. 

A, 


Vienna. 

£ Returned very lately from Prince Lich- 
tenllein’s houfe at Felberg in Auftria, where 
I palTed a few days very agreeably. The 
Lichtenflein family is one of the firfl in this 
country, whether confidered in point of an-, 
ttqaity, wealth, or dignity. This Prince, 
licfides his lands in Auftria, has confiderable 
eftates in Bohemia, Moravia, and that part 
of Siiefia which belongs to the Empiefs. 
Like Prince Eftherhafie, he has body guards 
in his own pay. I believe no other fubjedls 
in Europe retain this diftindlion. 

Felberg is a fine old manfion, about forty 
miles from Vienna. The* apartments are 
large, convenient, and furnilhed in the mag- 
nificent llyle which prevails in the noble- 
men’s houfes of this country. The com- 
pany confified of the Prince and Princefs, 
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the Count Dcgenfeldt and his lady, a very 
accomplifhed woman ; the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, Mr. Milnes an Englifh officer, another 
Englilh gentlemarr, and myfelf. Our en- 
tertainment was in .every refpedi fplendid, 
particularly in the article of attendants. 
Some of the Auftrian nobility carry this 
point of magnificence to a height, which 
could fcarcely be fupported by the beft eftatcs 
in England, where one footman is moreex- 
penfive than four in this country. 

The day after our arrival, hreakfaft was 
ferved to the company feparately in their 
own apartments, as is thecuftom here. We 
afterwards fet out for another villa belonging 
to this Prince, at fix miles difiance, where 
he intended to give the Duke the amufe- 
ment of hunting. The Princefs, the Coun- 
tefs Degenfeldtj^ the Duke, and Captain Mil- 
lies, were in one coach ; the Prince, the 
Count, and I, in another ; the two young 
Princes, witli their governor and the young 
Englifti gentleman, in a third, with a great 
retinue on horfeback. 
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As the day was well advanced when we 
arrived, I imagined the hunting would begin 
immediately : — but'every thing is done with 
method and good order in this country, and 
it was judged proper to dine in the firft place. 
This in due time being concluded,, I thought 
the men would have proceeded diredlly to 
the feene of a6lion, leaving the ladies till 
their return. — But here I found myfelf again 
miftaken : — the ladies were to affift in the 
whole of this expedition. But as there was 
a neceffity to traverfe a large wood, into 
which coaches could not enter, vehicles of 
a more commodious conftrudtion were pre- 
pared. I forget what name is given to thefe 
carriages. They are of the form of benches, 
with Huffed feats, updn which fix or eight 
people may place themfelves one behind the 
other. They are drawn by four horfes, 
and Hide over the ground like a Hedge, 
palling along paths and tracklefs ways, 
over which no wheel-carriage could be 
drawn. . ' 

After being conveyed in this manner acrofs 

p Jk 
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the wood, and a confiderable way beyond it, 
we came to a very large open field, in which 
there were feveral little^circular inclofures 
of ‘trees and underwood at. wide intervals 
from each other. — This hunting had hitherto 
been attended with very little fatigue ; for 
we had been carried the whole way in 
coaches, or on the fledges, which are ftill 
eafier than any coach. In fhort, we had 
been perfeiSIly paffive fince breakfaft, except 
during the time ofrlinner. 

But when we arrived at this large plain, 

I was informed, that the hunting would 
commence within a very fliort time. I 
then expelled we fliould have fome violent 
exercife after fo much inadlivity, and began 
to fear that the ladies might be over- fa- ' 
tigued, when, lo ! the Prince’s fervants' 
began to anange fome portable chairs at a 
fmall diftance from one of the thickets above 

t 

mentioned. The Princefs, Countefs, .and 
the reft of the company took their places ; 
and when every body was fcated, they af- 
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fured me that the hunting was juft going to 
hegin. 

I own, my curiofity was now excited in 
-a very uncommon degree ; and I was filled 
wit|j impatience to fee the iffue of a hunt- 
ing, which had been conducted in a ftyle fo 
different from any idea 1 had of that diver- 
fion. While I fat loft in conjedlure, I per- 
ceived, at a great diftance, a long line of 
people moving towards the little wood, near 
which the ^company was fcated. As they 
walked along, they gradually formed the 
fegment of a circle, whofe centre was this 
wood. I underftood that thefe were pca- 
fants, with their wives and children, who^ 
walking forward in this manner, roufe the 
game, which naturally take fhelter in the" 
thicket of trees and bufhes. As foon as this 
happened, the peafants ruflied in at the fide 
oppofite to that where our company liad 
taken poft, beat out the game, and then tlie ‘ 
maflacre hegan. ' 

Each perfon was provided with a fufil, 
and many more were at hand loaded f^ 
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immediate ufe. The fervants were em- 
ployed in charging as faft as the pieces 
were fired off : fo that an uninterrupted 
ihooting was kept up, as long as the game 
continued flying or running ' out of ^the 
wood. — ^The Prince hardly ever^-niffed. — 
He himfdf killed above thirty partridges, a 
few pheafants, and three hares. 

At the beginning of this feene, I was a 
good deal furprifed to fee a fervant hand 
a fufil to the Princefs, who with great 
coolnefs, and without rifing from her feat, 
took aim at a partridge, which imme- 
diately fell to the ground. With the fame 
cafe, fhe killed ten or twelve partridges 
and pheafants, at about double the number 
of ftiots, — The execution done by the 
refl: of the company was by no means 
confiderable. 

, Though I had not heard of it before, I 
now underftood, that fhooting is not an 
uncommon amufement with the German 
ladies: and it is probable, their attention 
to the delicacy of the fair fex, has induced 
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the hardy Germans to render this dlverfion 
fo little fatiguing. , 

■ The company afterwards walked to other 
little inclofures of planting, .where fome 
game was driven out, and killed as before. — 
The following day, the Prince conducted us 
to- another of his fpats, where there is a 
very fine open wood,- full of deer of every 
kind, fome of them the largeft I ever faw. 
There is alfo a great number of wild boars, 
one of which, by the Prince’s permiffion, 
the Duke of Hamilton killed. 

Nothing c«uld furpafs the politenefs and 
magnificence with which the company 
was entertained during the whole of their 
flay. The Princefs is a woman of an 
amiable charafter, and a good underftanding; 
educates her children, and manages her 
affairs, with the utmoil prudence and pro- 
priety. 

This family, and many of the nobility, 
who have hitherto been at their cobntry- 
feats, are now about to return to Vienna. 
The family of Monfieur and Madame dc 



55b yO:w or society A^^>• 

Pergen have been here for forae time. This 
lady is an intimate friend of the Countefs 
Thune ; and nearly the fame company, 
who form her fociety, now affemble twice " 
a week at the houfe of Madame de Pergen, 
who rivals the Countefs in good fenfe and 
many accomplifhmenjs ; and, without 
raifing jealoufy or ill-will, divides with her 
the efteem of the beft company of this 
place. The agreeable footing on which 
fociety is eftablilhed here, and the number 
of refpecflable people with ’whom we are 
acquainted, hils me with r^ret at the 
thoughts of leaving Vienna ; but the Duke 
of Hamilton inclines to pafs the winter in 
Italy. Indeed, if he did not, he would 
be obliged to delay the journey a whole 
year, or fubmit to the inconveniencies of 
travelling in the fummer months, which, 
in fo hot a climate, is rather to be 
avoided. 
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LETTER XCIir. 

Vienna* 

I Have not faid any thing of the Auftnan 
army, having fome fufpicion that I rather 
over-dofed you with rnilitary details from 
Berlin, where the fubjetSl of my letters was 
continually before my eyes. But the 
Emperor has very few of his troops in 
garrifon at Vienna. 'They make a fine 
appearance, and the army in general are 
morejudicioufly clothed, than any other I 
have feen. 

Inftead of coats with long fkirts, their > 
uniform is a ihort jacket of white cloth, 
with waiftcoat and breeches of the fame ; 
and each foldier has a furtout of coarfe 
grey cloth, which he wears in cold or 
rainy weather. This he rolls up in a very 
frnall bulk when the weather is good, and 
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it is little or no incumbrance on a march. 
They have fhort boots for fhoes ; and, in 
place of hats, they wear caps of very ftout 
leather, with a brafs front, which ufually 
ftands up, but which may be let down upon 
occafion, to prevent their eyes from being 
incommoded by the fUn. 

Except a very few Hungarians who do 
duty within the palace, there are no troops 
in the Auftrian fervice with increafed-pay, 
and exclufive privileges, under the deno- 
mination of body-guards ; the marching 
regiments on the prdinary eftablifhment, 
form the garrifon of Vienna, and perform 
the duty of guards by rotation. 

The infolence of the Praetorian bands 

■v 

at Rome, fo often terrible to their matters ; 
the frequent infurre£lions of the Janiflaries 
at Conttantinople, and the revolutions 
effe£led by the 'Ruffian guards at Pe- 
terfburgh, Efficiently point out the danger 
of fuch an inttitution. Thefe examples 
may have influenced the Auftrian govern- 
ment to renounce a fyftem which feems 
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to render 'certain regiments tefs ufeful, 
and more dangerous, than the reft of the 
army. 

The Auftrian army is calculated at con- 
fiderably above two hundred thoufand and 
it is imagined that there never was a greater 
number of excellent officers in the fervicc 
than at prefent : fo that, in cafe of a war 
with Pruffia, the two powers Will be more 
* equally matched than ever. It would be 
unfortunate for this Court if it ftiould break 
out at prefent ; for there are fome commo- 
tions among the peafants in Bohemia, which 
occafion a general difquiet, and by which 4 

fome individuals have fuftained great loftes. 

One nobleman of the firft rank has had his 
houfe, and all the furniture, burnt to the 
ground,' together with fome large out-houfes 
near his caftle. ^ 

Th cxceflcs, according to fome, pro- 
ceed from mere wantonnefs, and love of 
niifchief, in he people. Others affert, 
that ,they are excited by the tyranny of the 
lords, which has. driven thofa poor men to 
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dcfpair. Wliichfoever of thefe accoui^ts is 
true, it feems evident to me, ^that it would 
be much better for the lords, as well as the 
peafants, that the latter, inftead of being 
bond- men, were in a ftate of freedom. At 
prefent, they .pay their rent by working a 
certain number of days in the week for their 
maflers^ and maintain themfelves and fami- 
lies by labouring the other days on their own 
aArount. You will readily believe, that * 
more real bufinefs will be done in one day 
when they work for themfelves, than in two 
days for their lords. This occafions ill-hu- 
mour and blows on the part of the mafter, 
and hatred and revolt on that of the pea- 
fants. 

If the eftates in Bohemia were let to free- 
' men at a reafonable rent, freedom and pro- 
perty would excite a fpirite of induftry among ^ 
thefe indolent people. They would then 
work every day with cheerfulnefs and good- 
will, and I am convinced the landlord’s re- 
venues would increafe daily. In confequence 
of this, the peafants would, in all probabi- 
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lity, continue as much attached to the ground 

from choice, as they are at prefcnt from ne- 

ceffity. — Do we not fee families in Great 

Britain remain for many generations on 

* 

gentlemen’s eftates, though the matter 
has the privilege of changing his tenant, 
and the tenant his matter, at the end o 
every leafe ? 

In almoft every country in Europe, ex- 
cept England, the inhabitants are confined, 
by fome barrier or other, to the fituation 
in which they are born. The total want of 
education neceflarily obliges the greater part 
to gain their livelihood by bodily labour. 
National opinions prevent others from ever 
rifing above the level of their birth, however 
fublime their genius, or however great their 
their acquired knowledge. Butin our ifland 
the door of fcience, and confequently the 
road to ambition, is open to almoft every 
individual. Even in the mott remote villages 
fome degree of education is bettowed on the 
pooreft inhabitants. 

This may be of little or no importance to 
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ninety-nine in a hundred ; and of the fmali , 
number who, by improving this pittance of 
knowledge, raife themfelves above the ftate 
in which they were born, very few arrive 
at any degree of eminence ; the reafon of 
which is, that great genius is a quality very 
fparingly dealt out to mankind. Though it 
muft be allowed, that much the greater part 
of the inhabitants of the fame country 
and climate are born with nearly the fame 
natural abilities ; and that the degrees of 
education, and other opportunities of im- 
provement, gradually form all the diffe- 
rence which appears among them in after- 
life ; yet I cannot, with Helvetius, be- 
' lieve that genius is entirely the work of 
education. 

I am fully convinced, that Nature is con- 
tinually producing fome individuals in every 
' nation of a finer organization, with an infi- 
nitely greater aptitude for fcience of every 
kind, and whofe minds are capable of a more 
fublime and extenfive range of thought, 
than is attainable by the common run of 
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mankind with any poflible degree of culture. - 
This natural fuperiority is what I call ge- 
nius. Wherever ‘aconfiderable fhare of this is 
lodged, a little cultivation will be fufficient, 
but fome is abfolutely requifite to make it 
appear. 

When it does exift in the minds of pea- 
fants in Ruflla, Poland, and fome parts of 
Germany, it remains dormant from negiedl, 
or is fmothered by oppreflion. But in Great 
Britain, the degree of education which is 
now univerfal, fmall as it is, will be fufficient 
to roufe, animate, and bring into a£lion 
the fire of extraordinary genius, the feeds of . *■ 
which impartial Nature is as apt to place in ' 
the infant breafl of a peafant as of a prince. 

The chance of great and diftinguillied men 
fpringing up in a country, is therefore not 
to be calculated by the number of inhabitants, 
but by the number whofe minds receive that 
degree of cultivation neceflai-y to call forth 
their latent powers. 

On the fuppofition, that one kingdom 
contains eight millions of inhabitants, and 
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another triple the number, many more men 
of original genius, and great eminence in 
every art and fcience, may, from the circum- 
ftances above mentioned, be expedited to ap- 
pear in ^the firft than in the fecond. In 
Great Britain, for example, almod all the 
i^atives may be included in the calcula- 
tion ; but in the other countries which 
I have mentioned, the peafantry, who 
form the molt numerous clafs, mull be 
llruck out. 


LETTER XCIV. 

4 * 

Vienna. 

HETHER it is owing to the example 
of the Emprefs, or to what other caiifc, I 
fhall not take upon me to decide ; but there 
certainly appears a warmer and more general 
attachment to religion in Vienna, than m 
any other great town in Germany : there is 
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alfo greater appearance of fatisfadtion and 
happinefs here than in many other citier, 
V here religious ^preffions are more feeble 
and lefs prevalent : it is not improbable, 
that the latter may be a confequence of the 
former. 

Irreligion and fcepticifm, exclufivc of the 
bad efie£ts they may have on the morals or 
future deftiny of men, impair even their 
temporal happinefs, by obfcuring thofe hopes 
which, in fome fituations, are their only 
confolation. In whatever fuperior point of 
view thofe men may confider themfelves, 
who deride the opinions which their fellow- 
citizens hold facred, this vanity is often over- 
balanced by the iikfome doubts which ob- 
trude on their minds^ Uncertainty with 
refpedl to the moft Interefting of all fubjeSs, 
or a fixed perfuahon of annihilation, are 
* equally infupportable to the greater part of 
mankind, who fooner or later endeavour to 
put in a claim for that bright reverfion, 
%hich religion has promifed to believers. 
If the idea of annihilation has been fup- 
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tftind ; but many of them have embroidered 
fome fanciful piece vOf fuperftition of their 
own upon, the extertfive ground which the 
Roman Catholic faith affords. In a lady*« 
houfe, a few days ago, I happened to take up 
a book which lay upon the table — a fmall 
pi£lure of the Virgin Mary on vellum fell 
from between the leaves ; under the figure 
of the Virgin there was an infcription, 
which I tranflate literally; 

This is prefented by — — to her 

deareft friend , in token of the 

“ fineereft regard and affeifiion ; begging 
that as often as fhe beholds this 'figure 
** of the bleffed Virgin, flie may mix a 
“ fentiment of affedion for her abfent 
“ friend, with the emotions of gratitude 
“ and adoration fhe feels for the mother of 
“ Jefus.” 

. The lady informed me that it was ufual 
for intimate friends to fend fuch prefents to 
each ‘ other when they were about to 
feparate, and when there was a probability 
of their being long afunder. 

VOL. II. Q 
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There fectns to be fomething exceedingly 
tender and pathetic in blending friendfhip 
with religious Sentiments, and thus, by a 
kind of cpnfecration, endeavouring to pre- 
lierve the former from the eiFct^s of time 
and abfence.r-The perufal of this inferip- 
tion recalled to my memory certain con- 
ne£lions 1 have at honie, the impetuoUty 
qf which recolle^ipn a0e£ted me beyond ' 
expreflion. 

1 reroaiked in this lady's hoqfe another 
beautiful pii^ure of the Virgin, ornamented 
with a rich frame, and a hik curtain to pre- 
ferve it from duft ; I obferved that She never 
looked at it but with' an air of veneration 
and love, nor pafled it when uncovered by 
the curtain without a gentle bending of the 
knee. — She told me, that this pi4^ure had 
been long in the family, and had been 
always held in the higheft efteem ; lor tjiac 
both her mother and She owed fome of the 
raofl: fortunate events of their lives to the 
protection of the bleflfcd Virgin ; and Ihe 
feemed not entirely free from a perfuahoii 
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that the attention of the Virgin was in fome 
-degree retained by the good offices of this ' 
identical pitSlure. She declared, that the 
contidence fhe had in the Virgin’s goodnefs 
and proted^ion, was one of the greatcfl 
comforts (he had in life — that to her flie 
could, without rellraint, open her heart, 
and pour out her whole foul under every 
afflid^ion, and fhe never failed to hiul 
herfelf comforted and relieved bv fuch 
effufions. 

I obferved, that devout Proteflants found 
the fame confolation in addreffing the Al- 
mighty. 

She faid— She could pot comprehend how 
that could be-— for that God the Father was 

•• • •• J » 

fo great and awful, that her veneration was 
mixed with fuch a degree of dread», as. con- 
founded all her ideas when fhe attempted 
to approach him ; but the biefled Mary ,yvjis> 
of fo mild, fo coiidefcending, and coni^^ 
paffionate a charadler, that fire, could addrefs 
her, with more corffidence. 

She/aid, llic knew it was her .duty - 


» 


Digitized by Google 



564 VIEW OF SOCIETT A»» 

adore the Creator of the univerfe, and fills 
* fuffilled it to the beft of her power; but 
ihe could not diveft herfelf of a certain de- 
gree of reftraint in her devotions to Hina, or 
even to her Saviour, But the blefied Mary 
being herfelf a woman, and acquainted with 
all the weaknefs and delicacies of the fejt, 
file could to her open her heart with a de- 
gree of freedom, which it was not poffible 
for her to ufe to any of the Perfons of the 
Holy Trinity. — Regardez fa phyfionomie, 
added fhe, pointing to the pidlure, — mon 
Dieu, qu’elle eft douce, qu’elle eft gra- 
cieufe ! 

Thefe fentiments, however contrary to 
the proteftant tenets, and the maxims of 
philofophy, are not unnatural to the human 
heart. — ^Voltaire fays, Thas man hat always 
fhewn an iiKlination to create God after his 
own image ; this lady formed an idea of 
the bleffed Virgin from the reprefentation 
of the painter as well as from the account 
given of her in the Evangelifts ; and her 
leli^on allowing the Mother of Chrift to he 
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ap objeft of worfliip, fhe naturally turned 
the ardour of her devotion to her, whofe 
power flie imagined was fufficient to protedi 
her votaries here, and prdcure them paradife 
hereafter ; and whofe charadler fhe thought, 
in fome particulars, fympathifed with her 
own. ^ 

Some zealous Proteftants may pofllbly lie 
fhocked at this lady’s theological notions : 
however, as in other refpe^sflie is a woman, 
ef an excellent charadter, and obferves the 
moral precepts of Chriftianity v^rith as much* 
attention as if her creed had been purified 
by Luther, and doubly . refined by Calvin, 
k is hoped they will not think it too greatf 
an extenflon of charity to fuppofe that her 
^cculative errors may be forgiveiu 
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LETTER XCV. 


Vi«nnat 

.rHE preference which is given by in- 
•ividuals in Roman Catholic countries 
to particular Saints, proceeds fomctimes^ 
from, a fuppofed connetSUon between the 
cliara£lers of the Saints and the votaries. 
Men expe£l the greateft favour and indul- 
gence from thofe who mdft refemble them- 
iclves, and naturally admire others for the 
qualities which they value moil in their 
own character. _ . . 

A French officer of dragoons, being at 
Rome, went to view the famous ftatue of 
Mofes by Michael Angelo. The jrrtift has 
conveyed into this mafter- piece, in the opi- 
nion of fome, all the dignity which a hun^n 
form and human features are capable of 
receiving ; he has endeavoured to give this 
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fiatue a coaittenance worthy of the great 
Icgiflator of the Jews, the favourite of Hea- 
ven, who had converfed face to face with 
the Deity. The officer happened to be 
acquainted with the hiftory of Mofes, but 
he laid no great ftrefs on any of thefe 
circumftances—he admired him much more 
on account of one adventure in which h« 
imagined Mofes had acquitted himfelf like 
a man of fpirit, and as he himfelf would 

have done ^Voila qui eft terrible ! voiU 

qui eft fublime I cried he at fight of the 
ftatue— and after a little paufe he added* 
On voit \k un drdle qui a donn4 de 
coups de baton cn fon terns* et qui a tu4 
. fon homrae. 

The crucifixes, and ftatues, and piftures* 
of Saints, with which Popifti churches are 
filled, were no doubt intended to awaken) 
devotion when it became drowfy* and to 
excite in the mind gratitude and veneratioa 
for tlie holy petfons they reprefent ; but it 
cannot be denied that the grofs imagina- 
tions of the generality of nvawkind aro 
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sxceedingly prone to forget the originalsv 
and transfer their adoration to the fenfeief& 
figures which they behold, and before whiclv 
they kneel. So that whatever was the 
original dcfign, and whatever efFeds thofe. 
fiatues and pidures have on the minds of 
calm, fenfib.e R.oman Catholics, it is certain, 
that they often are the objeds of as 
complete idolatry as ever was pradifed in 
Athens or Rome, before the llatucs of 
Jupiter or Apollo. 

On what other principle do fuch multi- 
tudes flock from all the Roman Catholic 
countries in Europe to the fhrine of our 
Lady at Loretto ? Any. ftatue of the Virgin, 
would ferve as effedually as that to recai 
her to the memory ; and people may adore 
her as devoutly in their own pa rilh churches,, 
as in the chapel at Loretto.— The pilgrims,, 
therefore, muft be perfuaded that there is. 
feme divine influence or intelligence in the 
Aatue which is kept there j that it has a 
confcioufnefs of all the trouble they have 
taken, and thcr incanvenicnces to which 
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they have been expofed, by long journ'tes, 
for the foie purpofe of kneeling before it, 
in preference to all other images-. 

It was probably on account of this ten- 
dency of the human mind, that the Jews 
were forbid to make unto themfelves any 
graven image. This indeed feems to have • 
been the only method of fecuring that 
foperditious people from ididatry ; and 
notwithflianding the peremptory tenor of 
the commandment, neither the zeal nor 
remonftrances of their judges and prophets 
could always prevent their making idols, nor 
hinder their worlhipping them- wherever 
they found them ready made. 

Statues and piflures of ^intS) which' 
have been long in particular families, are 
generally kept with great care and ‘attention:; 
proprietors often have the fame kind' of 
attachment to them> that the ancient 
heathens had to their Dii Penates. — They 
are conhdered as. tutelary and domeflic' 
divinities, from whom the family expefl 
prote^on. Whca a-feries. of unfortunate- 

Q. *' 
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events happens in a family, it fometiraes 
creates a fufpicion that the family ftatues • 
have loft their influence. This alfo is a 
very ancient fentitnent. Suetonres informs 
ns, that the fleet of Auguftus having liccn 
difperfed by a ftorm, and many of the 
fliips loft, the Emperor gave orders that 
the ftatue of Neptune ftiould not be carried 
in proceflionrwith thofe of the other Gods, 
from an opinion that the God of the Sea 
tvas urrwilling or enable to proteft his 
navy ; and in either cafe he deemed 
him not worthy of any public maik of 
diftindion. 

The genuine tenets of the Roman Catho- 
lic church certainly da not authorife any of 
"the fuperftitions above • mentioned, which 
are generally confined to the credulous and 
illiterate in the lower ranks of life.— Yet in- 
ftances are fometimes to be met with in a 
higher fphere. A Frenchman in a credTitablc 
way of life had a fmall figure of our Saviour 
■ on the Crofs, of very curious worknfwnfhip; 
-beofteredit for fide to an Engiiih ge«tfrc- 
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fftan of my acquaintance : after expatiating 
on the excellency of the workmanftiip, he 
told him that he had long kept this crucifix 
with the moft pious care, that he had always 
addrefied it in his private devotion, and that 
in return he had cXpe<fted fome degree af 
prote£lion and favour ; inftead of which he 
had of late been remarkably unfortunate : 
that all the tickets he had in the lottery had- 
proved blanks : and having had a great ftiare • 
in the cargo of a ftiip coming ‘from the' 
Weft Indies, he had recommended it in the 
moft fervent manner in his prayers to the 
crucifix ; and, that he might give no offence 
by any appearance of want of faith, he had ' 
not infured the goods — ^ notwithftanding all 
which the veftel had been fhipwrecked, and 
the cargo* totally loft, though the failors, id 
Whofe prefervation he haft no concern, had 
dken alt faved^^Enfin, Mbhfieur, cried he, 
with an accent of indignation- mingled with 
regret!, and raifing hk fhoolders- above hi«' 
ears, Enfin, Monfieor, il etjtf 

vends mon- Ghrift.* 
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Happy for Chriftlans of every denomina- 
tion, could they abide by the plain, rational, 
benevolent precepts of the Ghriftian reli- 
' gion ; rejetSling all the conceits of fuper- 
ftition, which never fall to deform its ori- 
ginal beauty> and to corrupt its iutrinfic- 
purity ? 


LETTER XCVI. 


/ 


' Vienna. 

C)uR difputes with the colonies .have beem 
a prevailing topic of converfation wherever- 
we have been lince we left England. Th|^ 
warmth with which this fubjet^ is handled,, 
increafes every day. At prefent the inhabi- 
tants of the Contuient feem as impatient as. 
thofe of Great Britain, fox news from, the 
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Other (ide of the Atlantic; but with this 
difference, that here they are all of one. 
mind — all praying for fuccefs tathe Ame- 
ricans, and rejoicing in every piece of bad 
fortune which happens to our army. 

That the French ffiould be pleafed with. 

commotions which muff diffrcCs and weaken 

< 

Great Britain, and may transfer to them arv 
equal right to every advantage we gained 
by the laft war, is not furprizing; bur 
why the inhabitants of every other country, 
fhould take part againff England, and be- 
come partizans of America, is not fb ap- 
parent. 

I fhould forgive them, and even join ia 
fentiment with them, as far as my regard for 
the honour and happinefs of my country, 
would permit, if this proceeded from an at- 
tachment to liberty, and a generous partiality 
for men who repel oppreffion, and ffruggle 
for independency. — But this is not the cafe.. 
Thofe who can reap no poffible advantage, 
from the revolt of America ; thofe who have 
not an idea of civil liberty, and would even 
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be forry to fee it eftabliflied in their owit 
country ; thofe who have no other know^ 

' ledge of the difpute, than that it is ruining 
England ; all join as. allies tathc Americans, 
not from love to them, but evidently from' 
diilike to us. 

When I firft obfcrved this hoftile difpo-^- 
fition, I thought itmfight proceed from theif - 
being oflfended at that preference which the 
Englilh give to their own country and coun- 
trymen, above all others : but this conceit 
we have in common with every other na- 
tion on the ^obe, all of Whom cherifh th<J' 
fame favourable opinion of themfelveS. It- 
afluredly prevails in France in an eminent 
degree. —*• There is hardly one feeptic ot 
Unbeliever in die whole nation.-— It is the 
tmiverfal- creed’, that France is the 
eountiy in the world ; the French the moff 
ingenious and moll amiable people, ex- 
celling in all the artx of peace and war ; 
and that Paris is the capital of polltenefs, 
and the centre of learning, genius, and 
tafte; 
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' This fatisfa£liot> at the misfortunes of 
Great Britain cannot therefore arife from a 
caufe which is applicable to every other 
country. It may indeed, in fome meafure, 
proceed from envy of the riches, and jea* 
loufy of the power of the Englifli nation ; 
hut, I believe, hill more from our taking no 
trouble to conciliate the afie<SIions of fo* 
reigners, and to diminiih that envy and ill* 
will which great profperity often creates^ 
The French, though perhaps the vaincQ: 
people on earth of their own advantages, 
have fome degree of confideration for the 
feelings and felf-love of their neighbours. A 
Frenchman endeavours to draw from them 
an acknowledgment of the fuperiority of his 
country, by making an elogiunv on whatever 
is excellent in theirs. But we are apt to 
build our panegyric of Old England, on the 
ruin and wretchednefs of all other countries. 
—Italy is too hot, the inws mifcrable, and 
die whole ountry fwarms with monks and 
other vermin. — In France^, the people are 
flaves and coxcombs,, the mu£c execrable; 
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■ — they boil their meat to rags, and therer h 
no porter, and very little ftrong^le, in the 
country, — ^In Germany, Tome of their Prin- 
ces have little more ta fpend than ati Eng- 
llfli gentleman ; — They ufe floves inllead 
of grates ; — they eat four erout, and fpeak 
High Dutch. — ^The Danes and Swedes are 
reminded, that they are rather at too great 
adiHancefrom the equator ^ and many fly 
hints are given concerning the inconvenien- 
cies of a cold climate. — Of all things, I 
fhould think it mofl prudent to be filent on 
this lafl topic, as fo many paltry flates will 
take precedency of Old England, whene ver 
it is the eflablifhed etiquette that rank ihali 
be determined by climate. 

But this conflderation has no efFe(^ on 
my honeft friend John Bull. When he is 
in a choleric humour, he will not fpare hie 
bell friends and neareft: neighbours, even 
when he has moll need of their afliflance, 
and when thofe at a diflance feem to have 
plotted his ruin.— -If his own After Peg 
fhould fbow a difpoiltion to forget old 
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fquabbles, to live in friendlhip with her 
brother, and fhould. declare , that all who 
. renounced his friendfhip were her enemies, 
and refolve to conquer by his fide, or if that 
fliould fail, to die hard along, with him — 
No! d — n ye, fays John, none o£ your 
coaxing : — You be d — d ! you are farther 
North than I — Keep your diflance. — And 
fo he falls a-pelting Peg with her own fnow- 
balls ; and then turning from her, he attacks 
Lewis Baboon, Lord Strut, Lord Peter, and 
dafhes their Coup maigre, olios, and macca- 
roni, full in tlieir teetb. 

But to drop allegory ; the uniwerfal fatif- 
fadlion which appears all over Europe, at 
the idea of England’s being ftript*of her 
colonies, certainly does not entirely originate 
from political fentiments ; but in a great 
degree from that referve vvhich keep« 
Englifhmen from cultivating the friendftiip 
of foreigners ; that pride wJiich hinders 
them from Hooping to- humour prejudices ; 
that|indifierence which makes them difregard 
the approbation of others, and betray the 
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contempt they are too ready to entertairt 
for cuftoms or fentimerits different froni 
their own. 

Thefe are things not eafily forgiven, and 
for which no fuperiority of genius, magna- 
nim:ity,.or integrity, can compenfate. The 
fame caufes which have made foreigners 
take part againft us in the difpute with 
America, induce thofe of them who are 
rich, and can fpend their revenues out of 
their own country, to prefer France to 
. England for that purpofe. The dstFerence 
between London and Paris in point of climate 
is very fmaU. The winter amufements of 
the former are more magnificent , and per- 
haps every conveniency, and moft of iho 
luxuries of life, are to be found there in 
greater perfection. During the fummer 
months, by fuperior fkill in agriculture and 
a better tafte in gardening, England difplays 
fuch fcenes of cultivation, of verdure and 
fertility, as no country on earth can equal. 
To thefe are added the bleffings of liberty ; 
yet few or no foreigners refidc in England^ 
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CRcept thofe flie maintains entirely at her 
own expcnce ; all the wealthy, after a fhort 
villt to London, returning to fpend their 
fortunes at Paris. 

Exclufiive of pecuniary advantages, it 
flatters the natural vanity of the French to 
find their fociety preferred to that of all 
other people, and particularly to that of 
their proud rivals.— ^Let them enjoy this 
advantage ; let them draw to their capital 
the idle, the drifipated, and the effeminate of 
every country in Europe : — but for heaven’s 
fake, do you and your friends in parliament 
fall on fome meafure to prevent them from 
engaging the affections of our induflrious 
brethren of America. 

Such an event would be attended with 
fevere confequences to Great Britain, and 
probably to America. There are, however, 
fo many repelling points in the American 
and French characters, that I cannot imagine 
the adheGon between them could be of long 
duration, ihould it take place. 

You may naturally fuppofe, from fom*- 
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tilings in this letter, that the people here ar-e 
in a particular manner inveterate againlL 
England in her difpute with America. But 
in reality this is not the cafe; for although, 
in general they favour America, I have not 
feen fo much moderation on that quediorv 
any where as at Vienna.. The Emperor^, 
when fome perfon afked which fide he 
fevoured, replied very ingenioufly, Je fuis 
par metier roy^lifte. 

- I wifli thofe of our countrymen, who by 
your account feera to be carrying their zeal 
for America too far, would' remember qu’iU 
font par naiflance Anglois. 

Juft as I was concluding the above I 
received yours, informing, me that youit 
young friend was in a fiiort time to fet out 
©n the ufual tour through Europe. I fliall 
take another opportunity- of writing to him 
on the fubje£t you defire; at prefent I 
mu ft confine myielf to. the few following 
hints. 

1 hope he will always remember that 
virtue and good fenfe are not confined/ ta 
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«ny particular place, and that one end of 
travelling is to free the mind from vulgar 
prejudices — He ought therefore to form 
connexions, and live on a focial footing 
with the inhabitants of the different countries 
through which he paffes ; let him at lead 
fecin pleafed while he remains among them ; 
this is the mod effeXual method of making 
them pleafed with him, and of his accom- 
plifhing every objeX he can have in vifiting 
their country. 

There are indances. of Englifhmen, who, 
while on their travels, fhock foreigners by 
an odentatious preference of England to 
all the red of the world, and ridicule the 
manners, cudoms , and opimons of every 
other nation ; yet on their return to their 
own country, immediately adume foreign 
manners, and continue during the remain- 
der . of their lives to exprefs the highed 
rantempt for every thing that is Englifh.— 
I, hope he will entirely avoid fuch perverfe 
and ridiculous affeXation. 

The tade for letters which he has ac- 
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quired at the univerfity, I dare fay, will nof 
be diminifhed on claffic ground, or his 
mind be diverted, by a frivolous enthufiafin 
for mufic, or any other paffion, from the 
manly ftudies and purfuits which become 
an Englifti gentleman. 

As he regards the confidence of his 
friends, the prefervation of his charadler, 
and the tranquillity of his mind, let no 
example, however high, lead him into the 
pradlice of deep play. By avoiding gaming 
he will fecure one kind of independence, 
and at the fame time> keep pofleifion of 
another, by continuing the habit of ftudy, 
till theacquifition of knowledge has become 
one of his moft pleafing amufements. — 
Unlike thofe wretched mortals, who, to 
^rag through the dreary hours of life, are 
xominually obliged to have recourfe to 
the affiftance of others, this fortunate turn 
of mind will add to his own happinefs, 
while it renders him more ufeful to, and 
lefs dependent on, fociety. 

The preceding feriuon, if you ihjiik 
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proper, you may deliver to the young 
traveller, with my beft wifhes 

Having delayed our journey feveral weeks 
longer than was intended, merely from a 
relu<£lance of leaving a place which we have 
' found fo very agreeable, we have at length 
^determined to fet out for Italy — and are to 
go by the Duchies of Stiria and Carinthia, 
which is a Ihorter route^than that by the 
Tirol. As the time we are to remain at 
Vienna will be entirely employed in the 
neceflary arrangements for the journey, 
aad the painful ceremony of taking leave 
of friends, you will not hear again from 
me till we arrive at Venice.— Mean while, 
I am, &:c. 


THE END. 
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